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By Robin Jahdi

As far as slow deaths of 
empires go, this one 
was relatively pain-

less. But in terms of recent 
mixed martial arts shows, 
this was one that no fan is 
likely to forget. 

I r ealise that to some extent, 
the context of Dr eam Stage 
Entertainment’s • n ancial mire 
is impossible to totally ignore. 
That said, with every man and 
his three-legged dog postulating 
and theorising about how much 
money DSE has, who wants to 
buy it and whether “this is the 
last show?!” every time Pride put 
one on, I am personally mor e 
than a tad tired of people who do 
not know what the f uture holds, 
pretending that they do . All we 
know for sure is what happened 
at Pride 33, however hard it was 
to believe upon • rst viewing. So 
let us just focus our beady l itt le 
eyes and minds on that.

On a card that seemed to have 
more upsets than anything else, 
it was with less a sigh of relief 
than a gale, that I w atched the 
respective returns to winning 
ways by my two f avourite pale 
• g hters: Joachim Hansen and 
Sergei Kharitonov. Then again, 
on this night de• ned by under-
dogs, their wins were not quick 
demolitions as some may have 
expected.

Hansen had it pretty easy 
against Jason Ireland, who nev-
er gave up despite being total ly 
outgunned. Well, that ’s a bit of 
a lie: the scream he unleashed 
when Hansen cranked on his 
arm midway through the thir d 
round could be construed as 
giving up. Anyway, he put up 
a hell of a • ght against an elite 
international lightweight, and 
surviving into the thir d round 
is something to applaud. Here’s 
hoping Pride holds onto Ireland 
because he would make a • ne 
addition to this summer ’s light-
weight tournament (i f they ’re 
still around…).Dan Henderson Defeating Wanderlei Silva At Pride 33 (C) Dream Stage Entertainment Inc.

SHOCK 
OR NOT?
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one of the most pinpoint ac curate ground 
and pound shots I have witnessed. Like 
some sort of Bizarro Superman he • ew, with 
his arm outstretched, directly to Ov ereem’s 
jaw. It w as a shot of such beauty that ther e 
could have been no doubt the • ght was over 
there and then. It is perhaps f ortunate f or 
Overeem that numerous other Pride middle-
weights met brutal ends on this night.

The • ght that w as most clearly an upset 
was the near-instantaneous knockout visit-
ed upon Antonio Rogerio Nogueira by Pride 
debutant Rameau Thierry Sokoudjou. And 
that is pretty much all there is to say about 
it.  Nogueira, who went the distance in 2005 
with ‘Shogun’, withstanding massive shots in 
the process; who is a celebrated boxer in 
his homeland… was knocked out cold by the 
erstwhile African Judo champion. And kudos 
to the Cameroonian, for he beat one of the 
very best in the world. 

‘Hands connecting’ was the story of the two 
main events of this card, and we’re not talk -
ing hippi• ed Coke commercials where eve-
ryone links up for a sing-song. 

Anybody thinking Pride Lightweight Cham-
pion Takanori Gomi was in for an easy 
night against Nick Diaz was obviously not 
looking at the big pictur e. As I predicted, 
Diaz caught Gomi with some good early 
shots and the Japanese returned the favour. 

bout) was between Middleweight Grand Prix 
Champion Mauricio Rua and Overeem.

The Dutchman, like Kharitonov, had been on 
something of a slide. Actually, following the 
sudden (apparently injury-based) stoppage 
he suffered after having the upper hand 
against Rogerio Nogueira and subsequent 
tap to Ricardo Arona, it might be more per -
tinent to suggest he’s on rather a major sl ip-
pery slope. Perhaps like one of those gigan-
tic water sl ides you get, where you steam 
halfway around town and think i t’s never 
going to end, before you are • nally depos-
ited, gasping, into a pool of your own fear. 

It is safe to say that Overeem had not re-
cently been battling to his immense poten-
tial. Baf• ingly, the same had recently been 
whispered in some quarters about ‘Shogun’ 
Rua. Not by me, but whispered nonetheless. 
There was talk that he had not dispatched 
Cryille Diabate with suf• cient venom, as 
though a stoppage via stamping your op-
ponent’s face into the blood-stained canvas 
halfway through the opening stanza was in-
suf• cient. 

If any doubt about young R ua remained, 
one would hope it was dismissed at Pride 
33. Credit to Overeem for opening the bout 
in a strong, aggressive and heartening man-
ner, but ‘Shogun’ proved why he is a force 
of nature by securing a quick victory with 

For his part, Hansen was the consummate 
wrecking machine we all know he can be. 
His Thai boxing was impressive, as he used 
the clinch not just to hurl those dev astating 
knees into Ireland’s face, but also to thr ow 
his prey to the ground. And when on the 
canvas, Hansen impressed still further. Ob-
viously • red up by his recent quick loss to 
Shinya Aoki, the Norweigan was all over Ir e-
land. It seemed as though his winning arm 
bar was a message sent to all his rivals, ac-
companied as it was by his insistence that 
the referee check for the submission. 

Less one sided was Kharitonov’s much need-
ed victory. His run of unf ortunate results 
against Aleksander Emelianenko and Alistair 
Overeem – who seems to have caught the 
under-achievement bug of late – suggested 
this • ght was do or die. A thir d consecutive 
loss, against an MMA non-star, could have 
spelled doom for the young Russian. 

As was predictable (though I admi ttedly sold 
him short), Mike Russow cut a powerful • g-
ure in the ring, al l big right hands and tena-
cious takedown attempts. It was in light of 
this that Kharitonov’s eventual submission 
win impressed so much. 

Another contest that f ollowed the betting 
line (presumably: I’m about as far f rom a 
betting man as you can get after being stung 
by the B.J. Penn versus. Georges St. Pierre 

Rameau Thierry Sokoudjou Caused A Sensation By Defeating Antonio Rogerio Nogueira (C) Dream Stage Entertainment Inc.
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OPINION:  PRIDE 33 - THE SECOND COMING  
robots brought to l ife by a bolt of light-
ning and with Gomi’s bizarre swaying. 
Robbed of another loss to whine about, 
Diaz’s post match interview w as Rich 
Franklin levels of bland.

Silva vs. Henderson:  I l oved this. For 
some reason, I can’t stand Wanderlei 
Silva. I’m not sur e if i t’s his all-talk-no-
action Chuck baiting, or the weird thing 
he does with his hands before a ! ght. He 
died, I laughed.

UFC Is Best: There were a lot of si lly, 
“Pride am grate, UFC smells all pooey” 
digs before the main event. “Pride wi ll 
conquer UFC,” said Silva, as a picture of 
the man Pride pussied out of him ! ghting 
appeared. Showcasing Pride’s superior-
ity, they aired Chuck Liddell’s loss at the 
hands of current UFC ! ghter ‘Rampage’ 
Jackson, and might as well have rolled a 
build-up package for Randy Couture ver-
sus Tim Sylvia while they were at it.

Wiuff vs. Lee:  The duelling announcers 
each had their own way of pronouncing 
Travis Wiuff’s name. The scary witch settled 
on ‘wolf’, while Japanese Guy simply made 
a retching sound. This ! ght was in double-
quick Benny Hill time, and all it was missing 
was some Japanese girls in their underwear. 
Although frankly the same can be said for 
all things.

Nogueira vs. Sokoudjou:  Scary Witch 
Lady revealed herself to be nothing mor e 
than a middle aged woman, and wi thout 
the imagined broomstick and pointy hat, 
she was just a less glamorous Sharon Os-
bourne/Dragon hybrid. Sokoudjou had so 
much vaseline on his face, I thought he’d 
got a ride to the arena in the Bangbus.

Gomi vs. Diaz:  Perennially grizzling over-
grown toddler Nick Diaz sulked his way to 
the ring with the caption “Has chip on shoul-
der.” Well, no shit. As good a ! rst round as 
you’ll ever see, like two Rock ‘Em Sock ‘Em

By Stuart Millard

Strange Lands:  It ’s still a tad daunting f or 
me to venture outside of my familiar Zuffa 
based MMA to the exotic lands of Pride, 
where there are many dif ferences. For in-
stance, while the UFC has Bruce Buffer, 
Pride’s announcing duties are shared be-
tween a Japanese man and a scary witch, 
whose banshee shrieks into the micro-
phone are nothing short of nightmarish. 
One can only assume that the former UFC 
! g hters on the card were acquired by lur-
ing them into a gingerbread house.

Ireland vs. Hansen:  If yo u’re rocking a 
nickname like ‘Hellboy’, you really need a 
Right Hand of Doom gimmick, with one 
massive red glove on your KO-inducing 
! s t. Lots of melodrama about Jason Ire-
land having been hit by a truck, but he 
missed an opportunity to capitalise on the 
gimmick by having a huge tiremark tat -
tooed across his back.

www.total-mma.com

devise a way of dealing with this "  aw in his 
game, or the same fate wi ll befall him again 
and again. Henderson ! nally reached his 
destination of the Middleweight Title wi th a 
left hand, but his ex cellent wrestling certain-
ly helped him on the bulk of the journey. 

Now Henderson is back to looking like the 
! g hting machine he really is, perhaps he 
should rematch Kazuo Misaki, who lost a 
clear decision to Frank Trigg at Pride 33, 
while the iron is hot. Holding two bel ts, he 
certainly won’t starve for a !  ght anytime 
soon. Indeed, perhaps perennial Chute Boxe 
bridesmaid (I would l ike to make it very clear 
I am using the term metaphorical ly here) 
Mauricio ‘Shogun’ can ! nally have his shot 
at gold, now the belt has been wrested f rom 
around the waist of his mentor Silva. 

Yes, with two iconic Pride champions tasting 
bitter, though not totally surprising, stop-
page losses, and other big names taking the 
fall, these are interesting times indeed f or 
Pride FC. I suppose the state of their situ-
ation depends on whether one views the 
glass half-empty or half-full. While it may be 
true that some of the pr omotion’s biggest 
names have lost in dramatic fashion, it is 
without doubt that the l ikes of Henderson, 
Diaz, Trigg and Sokoudjou have seen their 
stars rise massively within the ranks of the 
troubled Japanese promotion. And perhaps, 
in some ! nal weird irony, a set of str ong 
American (and African#) ! gureheads are 
precisely what the company needs as it sets 
its sights on coasts far from Japan. 

role than anticipated in the mar quee ! ght 
which pitted Wanderlei Silva against Dan 
Henderson.  My preview made mention of 
Henderson’s ability to control through his 
grappling, his hard punches and of Silva’s 
issues with dominant wrestlers. What I had 
under-estimated was Henderson’s tenacity 
and his ability to wrestle bigger men than 
himself with success. The easy victory over 
Vitor Belfort should have acted as suf! cient 
warning, but in that case i t was not easy to 
determine how much of that w as Henderson 
being great and Belfort under-achieving.

Admittedly, the Silva who showed up to de-
fend his title in Las Vegas seemed slightly 
smaller than the jacked beast of the last f ew 
years; perhaps the size difference was due 
to him visiting the land of substance tests 
- I’m not saying Si lva is a user, but he was 
lacking some of his Japanese bulk. Whatev-
er the case, Henderson showed up to ! ght 
and was not to be denied.

The stand-up portions of the bat tle saw the 
Team Quest ! ghter connect with some grand 
shots, but i t is not as though Silva has not 
been in his fair share of brawls. The ! ght 
seemed to have been sucked out of the B ra-
zilian on the ground. We saw it in that br ace 
of battles wi th Arona, and we saw it again 
here; Silva is not comfortable when f aced 
with an ef fective MMA-trained wrestler. 

It seems that r ather than bang i t out and 
hope for the best, perhaps Silva would do 
well to go back to the dr awing board and 

In! nite credit where it is due, Diaz did not, 
as I ventured he might, “smug his w ay to a 
decision loss”. 

Obviously ! red up, both by defeats that were 
eminently winnable (this would be wher e I 
mention Joe Riggs), and by the magnitude 
of this event, the Diaz of Pride 33 was a 
cocky, compelling combination of the Diaz 
we saw at UFC’s 44 and 47. The audience 
was fortunate to witness the hungry Diaz 
that so memorably smacked Robbie Lawler 
six ways from Sunday in 2004 (echoed, bril-
liantly, in his taunting ‘hands up’ posture: 
Gomi was as unable to provide an answer 
as Lawler), but also the v aunted submission 
specialist of 2003 that so impressed in his 
UFC debut against Jeremy Jackson. 

Make no mistake, this non-ti tle bout was a 
war. Both men suffered damage and looked 
in trouble. But it was after the Rocky like mo-
ments of the !  rst round that the true class 
of a mixed martial artist showed thr ough. 
Standing and banging will only get you so 
far in th is game (unless you happen to do 
it as well as, say, Chuck Liddell), and an ei-
ther tired or punch-drunk Gomi w as unable 
to provide an answer for the Cesar Gracie-
trained submission skills of Diaz. The limb 
length that had af forded him an advantage 
on the feet played too into the endgame, as 
Diaz positioned his lower leg under Gomi’s 
throat and pulled down on his foe’s head. 
The subsequent stoppage was a formality. 

Pre-! ght size difference played less of a 

REVIEW: PRIDE 33
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able.  But wi th Jeff Monson, it just didn’ t 
make sense to me.  I’m damn sure going to 
get in his face and • ght.  And if he thinks 
he is going to hold on to the title with that 
mentality, it ’s not happening”.  

Sylvia vehemently disagrees with that as-
sessment, insisting he made every effort to 
ensure the • ght with Monson ended deci-
sively.  He said:  “You can say I never went 
in for the ki ll with Monson, but I tried to 
triangle him, tried to north-south chok e him, 
tried to k eylock him, his face was destroyed, 
his pec muscle was torn, his bicep was torn, 
he was a wreck”.

Regardless of the di ffering views over how 
much effort Sylvia put in to attempting to 
put Monson away, Couture is adamant the 
current Heavyweight Champion will not have 
an easy ride at UFC 68.  After all, if Couture 
is to win, i t wi ll be on the back of a simple 
strategy of pushing the pace and wearing 
down the 6’ 8” giant.  The cl inch will once 
again be Couture’s best friend, keeping the 
Lynnwood, Washington native out of the 
range of Sylvia’s persistent jab and mighty 
right hand.  Couture insists; “I am not just 
going to sit ther e and let Tim coast it out.  
If he w ants to keep his title, he is going to 
have to • ght for it and he is going to ha ve 
to beat my ass”.  

Meanwhile, like Couture, Franklin will once 
again step into the octagon on Saturday af-
ter an extended period of inactivi ty.  The 32-
year-old’s defeat to Silva and previous victo-
ry over David Loiseau were his only contests 
over the course of 2006.  Franklin broke his 
hand against Loiseau, while Silva memora-
bly forced the point of the American’s nose 
to move several centimetres across his face.  
Both of these injuries r equired signi• cant 
time off to heal.  The f ormer school teach-
er’s opponent on this occasion will be Jason 
MacDonald, who has beaten Ed Herman and 
Chris Leben in a • ourishing UFC career to 
date.  Franklin is well aware of the task at 
hand, commenting:  “This •  rst • ght back is 
crucial and it is a make me or break me kind 
of • ght”. 

In a similar position to Franklin is Hughes, 
who is looking to put on the kind of domi-
nant performance against Chris Lytle which 
allowed the Miletich Fighting Systems com-
batant to hold the UFC Welterweight Title 
for over two years.  The excitement wil l not 
end with Hughes though, as the main card 
at UFC 68 is rounded out by an intriguing 
bout between Drew McFedries and Martin 
Kampmann, and Renato ‘Babalu’ Sobral tak-
ing on Jason Lambert.

By Ross McTavish

Essentially, UFC 68: The Uprising  is  a 
show where three marquee •  gh ters 
have the chance to gain some redemp-
tion for devastating defeats.  

Matt Hughes will look to bounce back from 
losing his Welterweight Championship to 
Georges St. Pierre, while former Middle-
weight King Rich Franklin is coming off a 
brutal annihilation at the hands – and knees 
– of Anderson Silva.  However, more realisti-
cally, Saturday night is al l about the r eturn 
of a superhero to the octagon.

Captain America is back.  Eleven months af-
ter being knocked out by Chuck Liddell inside 
two rounds, then immediately announcing 
his retirement, Randy Couture will challenge 
for Tim Sylvia’s Heavyweight Championship 
in Columbus, Ohio.  Following the loss to 
Liddell, Couture said:  “This is the last time 
you’re going to see these gloves or these 
shorts in this octagon. I’m r etiring tonight ”.  
Ahead of his bout with Sylvia, the 43-year-
old commented:  “ At the end of the night, 
I am going to get m y hand raised and get 
wrapped with a third Heavyweight Champi-
onship belt”.  Quite a change of tune.

Why then would Couture opt to come back 
to MMA so soon after deciding to • nish an 
already storied career?  According to Cou-
ture, it was down to the competi tive bug 
which immediately started eating away at 
him when he was offered the bout wi th Syl-
via.  He said:  “Being physically capable to 
still compete at this level, then I don’t see 
why I shouldn’t return.  I got the call sa ying 
‘how about coming back and • ghting Tim 
Sylvia for the Heavyweight Title’ and I w as 
like ‘heck yeah, that sounds great’”.

Perhaps the reason why it sounded so 
“great” was the fact that Couture was f ar 
from impressed with Sylvia’s two most r e-
cent defences, • rst against Andrei Arlovski 
and then Jeff Monson, both of which end-
ed in decision victories after • ve gruelling 
rounds.  Couture is far too gentlemanly to 
openly disparage a fellow • ghter, but it is 
clear he was particularly annoyed by Sylvia’s 
att itude in the contest with Monson.  

Con• rming that match convinced him to 
make a comeback, Couture said:  “What so-
lidi• ed it f oremost was watching Tim Sylvia 
compete against Jeff Monson.  I give Tim 
the bene• t of the doubt in the Arlo vski • ght.  
Andrei is a very, very explosive athlete and 
the conservative approach in order to get 
the win in that situation w as understand-

PREVIEW: UFC 68

THE RETURN OF CAPT. AMERICAUFC NEWS:  
It is believed that in 2006, the Ul-
timate Fighting Championship set a 
new benchmark for the amount of 
money grossed on pay-per-view in 
North America, after amassing the 
impressive sum of $222,766,000.

Boxing has only drawn the • gure of $200 
million once before, in 1999, but the UFC 
comfortably broke that r ecord, aided sig-
ni• cantly by the one mi llion pay-per-view 
buys for UFC 66, which was headlined by 
Chuck Liddell’s defeat of Tito Ortiz.  That 
single show earned the UFC more than 
£40 million in PPV revenue.

Meanwhile, the UFC continues to nego-
tiate wi th Home Box Of• ce regarding 
the United States based premium cable 
channel carrying future shows.  The main 
current disagreements centre on whose 
production crew and announcers would 
cover UFC events.  HBO want to use 
the same staff who they hire for bo xing 
broadcasts.  Naturally, the UFC wish to 
retain total control o ver their product.

One UFC programme which will not be 
airing in the near f uture is Inside The 
UFC , which was broadcast by Spike TV 
in the USA.  Spike claim the decision is 
to make way for new shows which will 
be debuting soon, including The Ultimate 
Fighter 5.  However, diminishing ratings 
of the Joe Rogan fronted show are also 
likely to have played a part in the call.

UFC 68:  The Uprising - Sat March 3

Heavyweight Title Bout:  Tim Sylvia vs. 
Randy Couture

Chris Lytle vs. Matt Hughes

Drew McFedries vs. Martin Kampmann

Rich Franklin vs. Jason MacDonald

Jason Lambert vs. Renato Sobral

Rex Holman vs. Matt Hamill

Jon Fitch vs. Luigi Fioravanti

Gleison Tibau vs. Jason Dent

Jason Gilliam vs. Jamie Varner

CARD:  
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Berik, who lists his • ghting style as ‘Tai Chi’ 
expects to make everything of• cial when 
he signs he signs the contract this coming 
Monday.

In a post on the Cage Warriors internet fo-
rum, Berik said: “I know ther e’s lots of top 
• g hters better than me on paper, but I’m 
guaranteeing Gomi says ‘What the fuck?’ in 
the • rst few seconds, no matter what.  I’m 
hoping that he learnt a good lesson f rom 
Diaz and has improved to his peak of his 
career when he’s against me.”

Finally, Berkshire-based promotion FX3 an-
nounced the • nal card for their upcoming 
March 10 show taking place in Reading.  
Fresh from his loss against Luis Azeredo 
at Cage Rage, the main event wi ll see Paul 
‘Semtex’ Daley defending his Welterweight 
Championship against Cage Warriors vet-
eran Daniel Weichel.  Also on the card is top 
British featherweight pr ospect Alex Owen, 
who puts his unbeaten record on the l ine 
against France’s Frederic Fernandez.  For 
more information on the card, log on to: 
www.freestyle• ghtingfederation.com.

in his characteristically positive manner said; 
“No way, it wi ll help more than anything, 
but as we stand right now sales have never 
been as fast. I think we wi ll sell out well in 
advance this time”.  

With the announcement still so fresh, it is 
premature to look too deeply into the pos-
sible side effects, but it wi ll certainly make 
for interesting viewing to see how events 
unfold further in the coming weeks lead-
ing up to both shows.  Howev er, with Zuffa 
having hired one of the country ’s leading PR 
• r ms to look after pr ess matters relating to 
their Manchester MEN Arena show, you can 
be sure that this wi ll not be the • nal shot 
• r ed in the bat tle for supremacy.  With the 
shows being only seven weeks away, the 
excitement and anticipation is r eally starting 
to build.  The scoring for the •  rst round is 
certainly 10-9 to Cage Rage though.

Another story emerging from this side of the 
pond is the news that Britain’s Sami ‘The 
Hun’ Berik looks likely to take on Japanese 
superstar Takanori Gomi in the • rst round 
of Pride’s upcoming Lightweight Grand Prix.  

By Iain Liddle

Cage Rage and the UFC’s quest to at-
tract UK mixed martial arts fans to their 
respective events on April 21 took a 
new twist on Thursday, with the shock 
announcement that the London-based 
promotion have agreed a deal with Sky 
Sports to air their Judgment Day  show 
live on prime time television.  

In what must be considered the biggest 
coup in the history of B ritish MMA, one of 
the country ’s ! a gship sports channels will 
air • ghts from 9-11pm in the evening – di-
rectly clashing with the UFC 70 show being 
broadcast on Sky Sports rival pay-per-view 
station Setanta Sports.

In a press release promoter Andy Geer re-
marked; “We have worked with Sky Sports 
for about three years now but this deal is 
something else"  On April 21st, we will be 
beamed live across Europe to a potential 
15 million people; we are going to of•  cially 
have the highest audience • gures outside of 
Japan bar none.  When Sky Sports throw 
their considerable advertising budget at this 
event it will pack sports bars up and down 
the country and • nally put our wonderf ul 
sport live in the homes of mi llions of peo-
ple.  This is truly fantastic news f or the Cage 
Rage promotion and the fans, and wi thout 
doubt the biggest TV deal the sport has ever 
seen.  We’re mainstream baby, and we’re 
here to stay"”

Co-promoter Dave O’Donnell added; “We 
have a rock solid card, it wi ll be fully re-
leased in around a week, but it f eatures the 
best British and European • ghters plus huge 
stars from America and Japan”.  The sched-
uled main event for the Wembley Arena 
show features the British debut of f ormer 
K-1 superstar Bob Sapp, taking on Sunder-
land native Robert ‘Buzz’ Berry in an eagerly 
anticipated heavyweight contest.

Another • ghter l ined-up to compete recently 
quashed rumours speculating that the event 
could also host a rematch from UFC 43 in the 
shape of Vitor Belfort vs. Marvin Eastman, 
as the Brazilian con• rmed that he wi ll be 
taking on a • ghter based on this side of the 
Atlantic.  Belfort said of his next opponent; 
“I don’t remember his name, but I know he 
is a real Italian, a European champion. I wi ll 
• g ht to win this bout, because he is a tough 
• g hter, he is good on the wrestling game 
and has a heavy hand.”

When asked if he expected the TV deal to 
affect ticket sales for the event, O’Donnell, 

CAGE RAGE SIGN LANDMARK TV DEAL WITH SKY

Paul ‘Semtex’  Daley Will Fight For FX3 on March 10 (C) Ring Pics & Cage Rage

NEWS: UK ROUND-UP
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• g ht was far more entertaining wi th Mo 
Fowzi of the Red Bears getting taught a les-
son in respect by Bryan Vetell, after running 
his mouth during the •  ght.  Upon submitt ing 
Fowzi with a keylock, Vetell barracked Fowzi 
on the ground, which is considered out-of-
character for the otherwise phi losophical 
• g hter.

While Gracie is happy with his team, it would 
look to be back to the dr awing board for Zi-
noviev.  His original plans to recruit Russian 
• g hters and train them in Chicago seem to 
have hit a stumbling block and, as a result, 
he had to use mainly local • ghters in the 
weeks running up to the show.  It has been 
said that he sti ll wants to proceed with plan 
A and sign Russians but he, and I, wer e 
taught a harsh lesson about what happens 
if you underestimate Renzo Gracie.

The IFL’s regular season matches are now 
popping up on the Fox Sports Net television 
channel in the USA and they roll into the 
Forum in Los Angeles for their next show on 
March 17 – pitt ing the Tokyo Sabres against 
the SoCal Condors and the LA Anacondas 
against the San Jose Razorclaws in an all-
Californian affair.

only get bet ter for coach Lindland.  On the 
other hand, this is a bi ttersweet loss for 
Newton.  An improved performance from 
Kaszowski and two winning starts f rom new 
• g hters give reason for some optimism, but 
they need to have strength throughout to 
really contend this season.

In a disastrous start for Igor Zino viev, his 
Chicago Red Bears dropped a 4-1 loss to 
Gracie’s Pitbulls.  A re! ection of their coach’s 
lineage, it was a dominant ground perform-
ance that caused problems for the Bears.  
Erik Owings opened up for the Pitbulls, us-
ing superior ground-and-pound against Pe-
ter Kaljevic to set up a match- winning rear 
naked choke in the second round.  Welter-
weight Delson Heleno showed his world-
class jiu-jitsu en route to a comf ortable 
decision victory against a tough Mark Miller.  
Fabio Leopoldo got an early submission vic-
tory via gui llotine choke over Chris Albandia, 
which clinched the victory for the Pitbulls.

Tim Kennedy, a protege of Chuck Liddell, 
came in as a late replacement and won the 
• r st of the dead rubbers to get the Red B ears 
on the board with a second round submis-
sion victory Dante Rivera. The heavyweight 

By Mike Farrow

Controversy and the IFL seem to walk 
hand-in-hand.  Every show has last-
minute changes or controversial de-
cisions and this past Friday in Atlanta 
was no different.

Robbie Lawler continued his career rehabili-
tation with a thir d-round stoppage of Edu-
ardo Pamplona – who contested what he 
considered a shaky stoppage and almost • n-
ished Lawler with a gui llotine choke in round 
one, but Lawler survived to stamp his au-
thorit y on the Sao Paulo native.  Early in the 
• n al stanza, the American caught Pamplona 
with a combination and sent him sprawling 
with a left hook, but bef ore he could follow 
up, the referee stopped the contest, much 
to Pamplona’s chagrin.  The Brazilian later 
maintained that he w asn’t knocked out and 
insisted he was intelligently defending him-
self.  However, this always looked a step up 
too soon for Pamplona, who also spoke of 
his desire to join Renzo Gracie’s New York 
Pitbulls.

With three • r st choice • ghters missing due 
to a combination of injuries and a contr ac-
tual dispute, Matt Lindland saw his alter-
nate • ghters show their mettle and impr ess 
behind middleweight Matt Horwich, as the 
Portland Wolfpack defeated the Toronto 
Dragons.  The Dragons’ new Brazilian sign-
ing Wagnney Fabiano made short work of 
Ian Loveland with a • rst round submission, 
but alternate John Krohn won a decision 
over Wojtek Kaszowski to level the match.  
Horwich then added to the Dragons’ woes 
by submiting Brent Beauparlant with a sec-
ond round Kimura.

In the deciding match, Mike Dolce, alternat-
ing for the contract rebel Jake Ellenberger, 
did his claims for the • rst choice welter-
weight slot no harm wi th a quick TKO victo-
ry over Dragons’ alternate Jim Abrille.  Drop-
ping Abrille with a big right hand early in 
the • rst round, Dolce • nished the bout wi th 
several unanswered punches on the ground.  
If he can keep this up , there is no doubt 
Ellenberger will be shown the door, allow-
ing Dolce a slot on the roster.  In  the dead 
rubber, the other B razilian to join the Dr ag-
ons, Rafael Feijao, defeated Devin Cole after 
the referee stopped the bout.  Feijao broke 
Cole’s nose early in the second round and 
the referee misinterpreted Cole resetting his 
nose as a signal that he’d had enough.  It ’s 
a bizarre world in the IFL.

This victory sees Portland thr ough unscathed 
and with • ghters returning soon, things can 
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