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French-Canadian Georges St. Pierre Is The New King Of The UFC W

By Ross McTavish, Editor

nd so the cry echoed out around
ASacramento on Saturday, ‘The
King is dead. Long live the King'.

When the mighty Sir Matthew from the
hallowed house of Hughes was slain by a
merciless St. Geoges in the eight sided
battle! eld known as the octagon, a brutal
reign of terror was brought to a shudder-
ing halt. Yet, with it, a new era began.
An era which is set to last a very long
time and where the impeding tales of de-
struction will become the stuff of legend.

When Georges St. Pierre defeated Mat
Hughes to capture the UFC Welterweight
Championship it was only the second
time the American had tasted defeat in a
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remarkable !ve year period. Hughes !rst
became champion in 2001 when, in one of
the most famous !nishes to a !ght in his-
tory, Carlos Newton was knocked-out after

elterweight Division (C) http://throughsilver

.blogspot.com

slumber upon delivering that dastardly blow,
he had the gold belt strapped to his waist,
as ‘The Ronin’ lay vanquished on the mat.

Hughes went on to power thr ough the chal-
lenges of Hayato Sakurai, Newton (again),
Gil Castillo, Sean Sherk and Frank Trigg,

fore being brilliantly out-manoeuvred by

. b
When IOOkmg at the movement Cﬁfazilian Jiu-Jitsu specialistB.J. Pem in Jan-
their feet, one would think Hughegary 2004, as the title w as ! nally wrenched
was trudging through mud Wh“érom the Miletich Martial Arts ! ghter’s grasp.

St. Pierre was g”ding across iCeThe two time Division 1 All-American wres-

being slammed to the mat from the top of
the octagon as Hughes appeared to pass
out from being locked in a triangle choke.
When Hughes quickly snapped out of his

tler recovered from that surprise loss to de-
feat Renato Verissimo and when Penn'’s title
was vacated following a contract dispute,
Hughes defeated St. Pierre in October 2004
to once again become Welterweight Cham-
pion. The victory came in the most dr amatic
of circumstances, courtesy of an arm-bar in
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the very last second of the erst round.

Despite the closeness of that bout, St. Pierre
had to wait two years for his revenge as
Hughes erst dealt with the treat of T rigg,
Joe Riggs (in a catchweight contest due
to Riggs failing to make the 170lbs weight
limit), Royce Gracie and Penn —in a rematch
which came when St. Pierre had to pull out
of his long-awaited second title shot due to
a groin injury. Penn, back in the UFC af
ter his problems with the pr omotion were
resolved, took St. Pierre’s place, even al-
though he narrowly lost to the 25- year-old
in his comeback ¢ght at UFC 58 in March.

Fortwo rounds, Penn led Hughes on a merry
dance and was perilously close to enishing
the « ght with a triangle chok e/armbar com-
bination that the champion somehow f ound
the strength and acumen to ¢ ght out of.
However, in the thir d stanza Penn succumbed
to a rib injury, which along with Hughes’ skill
and stamina, brought an end to the < ght.

Immediately after the contest, St. Pierre
entered the octagon and told Hughes that
he was not impressed by the 33-year-old’s
performance. This was a new St. Pierre
who was confronting one of the icons of
the UFC. A man who stil held an enor-
mous amount of respect for a hero of his,
but who was supremely conedent that

Joe Stevenson vs. That Guy: When
you're watching with a pad and taking
notes, the forename of ‘that guy’ is positive-
ly nightmare inducing. It looks | ike the result
of a diarrhoetic dog eating a bag of scrab-
ble tiles. I'm also convinced he had a weird
auto-erotic asphyxiation fetish, the way he
was eating up those guillotine chokes.

Mir vs. Vera: Frank Mir strolled into the
last chance saloon wih a performance
that caused the piano player in the corner
stop to dead in his tracks, and all the cow-
boys to turn and silently ey eball the fallen
former champion. To stretch the metaphor
to its limits, during Mir’s entrance, a man in
a stove-pipe hat stepped out of the wings
and measured him from head to toe, before
scuttling off behind a cactus. Nice appear-
ance from Mazzagatti here. Go Stevie! Bran-
don Vera is the shot of charisma the heavy-
weight division needs. He wins, does it with
style, then proceeds to call Uncle Randy
“baby” a number of times, post -match. Tim

SPONSORED BFOURWILABE AT WWSBUPPLEMENT-SELECT.C

having matured enormously as a eghter,
he could now beat Hughes. He was right.

Many have said that Hughes looked re-
signed to losing his title when he entered
the octagon with St. Pierre last weekend.
How wrong they were. If anything, Hughes
was over-conedent in believing he had the
stand-up skills to counter the threat of St.
Pierre. However much Hughes’ striking has
improved, it was nothing compared to St.
Pierre, who peppered his foe with kicks low
and high, along with smart, snappy, stiff
jabs from long range which never let the
champion settle into any sort of rhythm.

Mid-way through the erst round, Hughes
was felled on two occasions as St. Piere’s
foot found the American’s groin after scor-
ing inside leg kicks with the shin. If an y-
thing, rather than cause Hughes problems,
these inadvertent indiscretions could have
knocked St. Pierre out of his stride as the
Canadian knew another misplaced strike
could yield the deduction of a crucial point
from the judges’ scorecards. However, at
this stage, when looking at the contr ast-
ing movement of their feet, one would
think Hughes was trudging through mud
while St. Pierre was gliding across ice.

St. Pierre scored the erst takedown when
catching Hughes' foot following a lazy

Sylia’s days of dull are numbered.

Matt heart Jesus: A shot of the Hughes
dressing room looked like a Geomia re-
vival meeting. Just out of shot, Pat Miletich
was rolling around on the ¢ oor, speaking in
tongues and Sylvia was laying hands on a
training dummy, screaming “demons, out!”

Uncle Randy: He name-checked ‘Dancing
With The Stars’, could he possibly be com-
peting next season?

Monson vs. Sylvia:  Sylvia wears the belt
everywhere. Borders have it sagged as a
‘bathroom belt’ and to quote ‘Event Hori-
zon', it's seen things, horrible things. Slightly
o wery choice of entrance music for an
anarchist like Monson, ‘Imagine’. Thank-
fully there wasn’t a controversial decision
in this one, or ‘The Snowman’ might have
taken to a bed-in protest with a bewigged
Genki Sudo. This match had the biggest
gulf in reach since the time | saw Manute

leg kick to the midsection and although
Hughes quickly stood-up, at the cost of re-
ceiving a knee to the face, the next time
the champion found his back to the mat
was almost the ¢ nal chapter of this « ght.

After St. Pierre showed remarkable bal-
ance to fend off a Hughes takedown at-
tempt, the challenger landed a ‘Superman’
punch and two left hooks which clearly
hurt the Il linois native. As the attack was
launched with only four seconds left in the
er st round, Hughes was saved by the horn.
Alas, it was merely the beginning of the end.

With 1:17 gone in the second round, St.
Pierre looked at Hughes’ legs as if he were
to throw a low kick. Hughes bought the
glance and dropped his hands to launch a
takedown attempt. The champion’s head
was now unguarded and St. Pierre crashed
a high-kick against Hughes’ skul which
washed the American to the shore. St. Pierre
immediately smothered his foe and as rabid
elbows gnawed away at the *esh of Hugh-
es’ face, the «ght was brought to an end.
And with it, we had a new ruler to worship .

The reign of St. Pierre as UFC Welterweight
Champion should be a memorable one. As
a dynamic mixed martial artist, St. Pierre is
constantly improving. It wi Il take a colossal
uprising for the Canadian to lose his crown.

OPINION: STUARTARIDISAKE ON UFC

Bol « ghting with a four year old at m y local
KFC. The third round was really awesome,
but sadly the memory of its gr eatness was
all but eradicated by the dire *nal round.
With Monson gassed, swollen up Ike Joseph
Merrick and looking out of two tin y pinprick
eye-holes, Sylvia stil couldn’t ¢ nish.

GSP vs. Hughes: During this eght, |
changed. For the ¢ rst time in my life, | re-
acted like a ‘sports guy’. Generally, I'll clap
like the Englishman | am, raise an eye-
brow, and proclaim “good show!” When St.
Pierre crushed the country boy however, |
morphed into every face-painted hooligan
who ever drunkenly pledged to tak e a bullet
in the face for their chosen team. During the
eg ht, | w as so tense | could barely look at
the screen and at the ¢ nish, | found myself
on my feet, pumping ¢ sts and yelling, and
yes, there was even a tear in my eye. UFC
65 was the night | became a man.

www.franticplanet.com
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ST.PIERRE

By Ross McTavish, Editor

Even although Georges St. Pierre’s
impressive dethroning of former UFC

elterweight Champion Matt Hughes
is still fresh in the memory of all who

ere fortunate enough to witness it,
talk is already turning to when, and
more importantly where, the third in-
stalment in their thrilling series will
take place.

ith an extremely likable French-Canadian
now at the forefront of the 170lb division,
the Ultimate Fighting Championship can
cast their eyes upwards and for the erst
time consider running an event in Canada.
The prospect of St. Pierre defeating the
legendary Hughes for a second time would
surely enthuse a Canadian audience, whle
the champion would dearly love to defend
his newly won belt in his home town of Mon-
treal.

Shortly after St. Pierre’s victory over Hugh-
es, UFC Pesident Dana White admitted that
the promotion are already thinking about
staging a rematch in America’s northern
neighbour. He said: “I am sure that if we
do the third * ght with these guys then it
ill probably be in Canada”. Looking at St.
Pierre and Hughes in turn, White said: “He
ants to ¢ ght him again. And he wants to
g ht him again. |w antto seeit. | am sur e
ou want to see it. We’ll make it happen”.

St. Pierre, unsurprisingly, is enthralled about
the possibility of « ghting in Quebec and in-
front of his fellow French-Canadians. The
new champion said: “For me, ¢ ghting at
home would be a dream and defending my
title in Montreal would be amazing. | hope

it is going to happen and | am going to try

and make it happen”.

St. Pierre comfortably defeated Hughes in-
side two rounds when the two faced at UFC
65 in Sacramento on Saturday. St. Pierre
made some bold statements leading up
to the e ght, insisting that the only r eason

g Ther

Hughes beat him in their « rst meeting was
because he was aforded too much respect.
St. Pierre also told Hughes following the
American’svictory over B.J. Pem in Septem-
ber that he was not impressed by Hughes’
performance. However, in the wake of this
g ht, St. Pierre outlined that he w as only
‘talking the talk’ in or der to raise interest in
the bout and he would now lo ve to go on
and achieve even half of what Hughes man-
aged throughout a glittering career to date.

He said: “Matt was a great champion, | still
look up to him and | wi Il consider myself
lucky if | can just do 50 percent of what he
did. He has been champion for a long time
and like him | want to be a champion f or
a long time. He beat me once and | have
beaten him once. It is equal, so for sure
we are going to * ght again in the future.
Tonight | got the bet ter of him, but | just
want to tel | him to k eep his head up because
I am sure he is going to come back strong
in the future.

“There was a lot of talking bef ore the «ght
and in all sports what makes the « ght excit-
ing is the talking because it is part of the
entertainment. When Matt beat me the « rst
time, the reason was because he was a bet-
ter « ghter than myself. What | said was to
promote the +ght. This time | was mor e
conedent and | w as still looking up to him,
but | w as seeing him as another opponent
and not my idol”.

Hughes’ defeat came because he filed to
live with St. Pierre’s prowess on his feet
and many were surprised that the 33-year-
old did not choose to take the «ght to the
ground sooner. St. Pierre managed to fend
off two takedown attempts from the former
champion wrestler, who has made his name
from subjecting his opponents to powerful
slams. But one would have expected Hugh-
es to launch far more charges with the aim
of pinning St. Pierre’s mat to the back. Ul-
timately he chose to stand and tr ade strikes
because that is where he felt comfortable,
but Hughes admitted he may have to adopt

Interna
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a different strategy in the future.

He said: “lI don’t know i f it is a bad thing
or not, but in my last two or thr ee «ghts,
I have just went in ther e with the attitude
that | am going to « nd a way to win. | don’ t
go in with a straight gameplan and if | f ee
like taking somebody down | shoot, if not I' I
stand and trade punches with them.

“One thing | wi Il say is that | f eel very com-
fortable every time | walk into the octagon

and even after Georges threw some kickd
and punches at me and hit me, | sti Il smiled
at him. Georges threw his spinning bac

kick and the e rst thing | said as | r ebound-
ed off the cage was that ‘I was w aiting for|
that’.

“That time Georges put his hand out and we
touched gloves, so | think i t's good that | am
very relaxed, but maybe it's bad that | don’
go in there with a straight gameplan.

“l have some things to think about, of that
there is no doubt”.

Meanwhile, Tim Sylvia retained his
UFC Heavyweight Title thanks to a vic-
tory over Jeff Monson by majority de-
cision after « ve largely dull rounds at
UFC 65.

Sylia, standing nearly a foot taller than
Monson, used his reach advantage to keep
the American at bay. When Monson did
shoot in for a takedown, Sylvia demonstrat-
ed an impressive spravl and kept the « ght
off the deck for the most part. The contest
eventually sprung to life in the third stanza
when Monson secured a takedown, but Syl-
via soon returned to his feet where he saw|
out the victory.

Elsewhere, Joe Stevenson detated Dokon-
jonosuke Mishima, while Brandon Vera sa!
off the timid threat of Frank Mir to set up a
match with Sylvia in March. Drew McFed-
ries, Nick Diaz, Antoni Hardonk, James Irvin
and Jake O’'Brien were also victorious.

moLife-uk.com

www.total-mma.com




FIGHTER FOCUS: GEORGES ST. PIERRE

WHATS NEXT FOR A MAN
DESPITE A CHAMPIONS
1S IOOKING@ A CROSSROASSS

By Ally Clark

On Saturday November 18, the UFC
Welterweight Title handed to French-
Canadian phenomenon Geroges St.
Pierre, after he disposed of the seem-
ingly unbeatable previous champion
Matt Hughes in a little over six minutes.

It was the thir d title change in six weeks for
the UFC and with Anderson Silva set to domi-
nate the middleweight division f or months to
come, itis hard to see any welterweight beat -
ing the nice guy of mix ed martial arts. The
man affectionately known by hisinitials ‘GSP’

After his defeat to Hughes in 2004, St. Pierre
said that he lost the ¢ ght because he had
far to much respect for his opponent and
couldn’t focus properly on trying to beat -
up his hero. If it wasn't for the fact that he
dominated Hughes before falling into a sub-
mission, many would have said it was just a
poor attempt by ‘GSP’ to regain some face.

But the truth was that Hughes was lucky to
escape with a win that night and r etain his
title, and while Hughes went off defeating
Joe Riggs, Poyce Gracie and B.J. Pem (al-
beit after almost tapping out in the second
round), the 25-year-old improved his game
massively as well. St. Pierre developed more
potent striking and it showed wi th victories
over Frank Trigg and Penn amongst others.

St. Pierre had to literally get on his knees
and beg on live pay-per-view television be-
fore he was granted a rematch with Hughes,
even though he was tearing up the wel ter-
weight division like nobody else. If it hadn’t
been for that, maybe the man who holds
the moniker of ‘Rush’ wouldn't be sleep-
ing with the title under his bed this week.

MMA fans were torn in half when the an-
nouncement of a second *ght between the
duo arrived. Hughes’ supporters brushed
aside thoughts of their idol having his title
taking off him by a man with the most ster -
otypcial French aceent ever and ‘GSP’ &ins
were gunning for revenge after their w atch-
ing St. Pierre tap out to Hughes at UFC 50.

At er st, opinion over who would win seemed
like a straight 50/50 split, but as the « ght
drew nearer more and more people were
tipping ‘GSP’ to dethrone Hughes and fresh-

en up the 170lbs division in the process.

A few weeks, a ‘superman’ punch, a kick to
the head and a few sharp elbows later, St.
Pierre won the UFC Welterweight Champi-
onship and sent the arrogant former cham-
pion home with a sore face, some badly
bruised pride and with many questioning
if he’ll ever even return to competition. M

But with Hughes considering his future,
where does the awesome ‘GSP’ go now?
The Canadian has already detated the
only other man in the division that an ybody
would consider a threat, that being Penn, at
UFC 58. Can aiybody really see Matt Serra
beating ‘GSP’ when the two square off in
the new year after the New Y orker’s victory
in ‘The Ultimate Fighter 4'? | don’t think so .

Diego Sanchez is stil unbeaten and recently
scored an impressive victory over Karo Pari-
syan, but St. Pierre would surely see off
the threat of the Albuquer que native in a
stand-up battle. What about a rematch wi th
Hughes? Is there much point after St. Pierre
has alraedy already proven just how much
better he is than the former champion?

The welterweight division is UFC is pacled
to the rafters with middle of the r oad *ght-
ers who have no chance of ever holding the
title, not unless St. Pierre suddenly keels and
Hughes snaps both of his legs. Ewen then,
Pem would still destroy everybody else.

So even after the biggest win of his car eer
and capturing the gold he’s wanted for so
long, St. Pierre is at a crossroadsin his ca-
reer. It’ll be interesting to see after Febru-
ary’s eght with Serra who the UFC throw
in his way. The current fad for rematches
and rubber bouts obviously suggests Renn
and Hughes, but what good does that do f or
‘Mr Nice Guy’? Hell just beat them again.

What about a rematch with Hugheg
Is there any point after SPierre has
already proven just how much be
ter he is than the former champion

www.total-mma.com
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A CHANGING OF THE GlélN[MY OPINIO

By Robin Jahdi

It was with no small amount
of excitement that | awaited
this show; the card had it
all — a relatively lean Frank
Mir hoping to attain some
measure of redemption fol-
lowing poor prior perform-
ances, a big underdog in
Jeff Monson challenging for
the Heavyweight Title, and
another welterweight se-
quel, in a hate triangle that
seems to generate dream
matches on a constant basis.

One of the primary motivat-
ing features in my viewing
of MMA is the rooting factor;
while | can appreciate a high
quality, but rather dry, «ght as
much as the next man, noth-
ing beats those matches that
contain a ¢ghter one wants to
win and another you are dying
to see lose. UFC 65 had both,
in title » ghts — or so | thought.

| have never been a fan of The
Beatles. | suppose one could
say | am rather contrary; | try to

avoid the mainstream opinion in
terms of popular culture and *nd
it hard to like a band that every-
one else does. Same wth ¢ ghters
— when someone comes along
that you just have to love, | opt
towards the opposite direction.

GeorgesSt. Pierre has long been
alove-hate « gure for me. Mightily
impressed by his performances
at UFC5 50 and 52, against Matt
Hughes and Jason ‘Mahem’ Mill-
er, this positive affect was slowly
replaced with chagrin. What is
truly sad is that this had noth-

ing to do with St. Pierre himself.

As he went on to enjoy dominat-
ing victories against Frank Trigg
and Sean Sherk, while | was in
awe of what seemed to be the
development of a true great of
the sport, this was drowned out
somewhat by the screeching ap-
proach of his bandwagon of fans.

Every time St. Pierre was about
to ght, his followers would make
their proclamations abouthow he
wasthe best « ghter in the world,

to the extent that | did not w ant
him to win any more; | actively
wanted him to lose. More fool
me, for letting the rabble get to
me, but that’s just the way it is.

And so it was that UFC 58 rolled
around. Bearing the kind of na-
tionalistic promotion reminiscent
of fake g hting (hey, let’s band
together and beat them evil for-
eigners!), ‘GSP’ was set to face
the returning ‘uncr owned cham-
pion’, B.J. Pem. With stakes
higher than ever, and Penn a
personal favourite, there had
never been a better time for
the bandwagon to lose a wheel
on the rough road of justice.

As has been documented in this -

ene publication, | was of the
opinion that, whi le St. Pierre had
the most rounds won, the  ght
was Penn’s. | was now desperate
for the inevitable Hughes vs. St.
Pierre Il bout, so someone could
beat this « ghter that I sti Il liked,
but was desperate to see lose.

I don’t know what happened
between UFCS$ 58 and 65 but,
by the time of this show, | w as
all about ‘GSP’ taking the title.
Perthaps it was Hughes beat
ing Penn after getting pasted
for two whole rounds. Maybe
it was the pre-+ ght pettiness of
Hughes insisting ‘he stole my
line about not being impr essed!

Whatever it was, | was ready f or,
as The Scorpions so eloquently
put it, the wind of change.

Rather than being irked that,

at UFC 65, St. Pierre had over-
come what was essentially his
last welterweight obstacle for
the foreseeable future, | was
pleased. | was pleased for
him, pleased about the qual-
ity of the performance, and
the breath of fresh air his reign
should bring the division. Most
of all, | felt that a weight had
been lifted from my shoulders.

The Heavyweight Title e ght,
meanwhile, threw a massive
tumult of emotion upon me.
My lack of love for The Beatles
extended to the oeuvre of John
Lennon. But, as the strains of his

Heavyweight Champion T im Sylvia (C) www .tim-sylvia.com

‘Imagine’ ¢l led the ARCO Aena
in Sacramento, | was similarly
o/ led, with emotion. This was
the moment for underdog and
all round good egg, Monson.

| had been expecting to hear
some heckiing for the choice of
song; it wasn't the most testo-
sterone-¢lled entrance of the
night. Instead, ther e was a sense
of respect that is quite rare in
American MMA. The momentwas
special and, while the match may
not have been the best, we will
always have that moment, and
the optimism contained ther ein.

In keeping with the theme of
this column, though, the < ght
was one in which | r e-evaluat-
ed Heavyweight Champion Tim
Sylia. Yes, he looks awkward,
and is far from ripped of phy-
sique. Yes, the idea of a grown
man wearing his championship
belt to the supermarket is quite
ridiculous. And yes, he twice
beat my favourite US-based
heavyweight, Andrei Arlovski.

Credit where it is due, though,
Sylia impressed me on that

night. His sprawl, though de-
fending against a man one foot
shorter than he, was some-
thing to behold. And | had as-
sumed that, should Monson
manage to take the ¢ ght to the
ground, it would be all over.

And so it was that | w as mightily
struck, not just by Sylvia's sub-
mission defence (and regard-
less of what detractors might
say, that mid period of the  ght
was the most scintillating UFC
action in a long time), but also
that he managed to mount gr ap-
pling-based offence of his own.

Of course, it was for naught, and
he ground out a largely standing
victory, but my cap is duly doffed
to a man | had once, wr ongly,
thought of as one dimensional.

As for Monson, he attacked
valiantly (though perhaps he
might have opted for a leg lock
at one point?), and should en-
joy more of a chance against an
opponent with less of a height
advantage than Sylvia. Perhaps
when Brandon Vera takes the
title in the coming months...

www.total-mma.com
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THECOMEBACK

‘TUF 4’ Drew A Record Low Rating For Its Finale Show, Piling Pressure on ‘TUF 5’

By Michael Farrow

As Ultimate Fighting Championship
President Dana White was forced to
bat away questions about poor rat-
ings following an insipid ¢ nale to ‘The
Ultimate Fighter 4’, the UFC’s - ag-
ship television show must face real-
ity. It needs to launch a ‘comeback’.

While every ratings conscious MMA pun-
dit stated the past axiom that poor r egular
season viewing egures do not necessariy
translate to low ratings for the live enals,
a eatline in the UFC’'s key demographic
of 18-34 males will surely worry the pro-
motion — even if the  nale went head-to-
head with the National Football League.

The season enale of ‘The Ultimate Fighter
4’ drew a 1.1 overall rating, making it the
least-watched live enal in the history of
the series. The previous low for a ‘TUF’ e-
nale was the strong 1.9 overall rating for
the conclusion to the erst season, which
was headlined by Rich Franklin defeating
Ken Shamrock in just under thr ee minutes.

The one lesson which can be learned from
the ‘TUF 4 Finale’ is that names matter. That
was also evident from the colossal 3.1 rating
that the ‘Ortiz vs. Shamrock IlI' show dr ew,
as the undercard on that occasion was noth-
ing short of distinctly underwhelming. What
made people watch was the stars on top.

However, the key is not to panic. Ov erex-
posure has long been considered a prob-
lem for the UFC and wisely the start date
of the « fth season of ‘The Utimate Fighter’
has been pushed back. That is in stark
contrast to the fourth series which was
brought forward and began <Iming before
the  nals of the thir d instalment took place.

Despite the gripes of some fans, the details
that have been released about ‘TUF 5’ do
not seem to be based around a ‘back to
basics’ concept for which many are calling.
These plans were made before the fourth
season’s problems emerged, but still there
seems to be no groundshift. The premise
is to base the competition around 16 light-
weight e ghters; eight who are veterans
and eight considered up-and-comers. The
coaches wil also be lightweights, with Jens
Pulver conermed and B.J. Pem heavily ru-
moured. Despite those ‘names’ we could be
heading towards an unmitigated disaster.

With lots of unknown ghters, this

could be the season where the

es, we had four other captains who were all
top ¢ ghters in UFC. Randy Couture, Chuck
Liddell, Matt Hughes and Rich Franklin all had
momentum and credibility in spades when
they took on the job of leading y oung ¢ ght-
ers. The next series of ‘The Ultimate Fight-
er’ needs two captains with equal credibility,
two captains at the peak of their powers.

Instead, what we have looks more like dam-
aged goods. Pulver is unknown to the ‘TUF’
generation, only hearing his name mentioned
as a distant forgotten champion like Dave
Menne. His only recent «ght saw him lose
to a network administr ator from Massachu-
setts in just 48 seconds. Not to disrespect
Joe Laun, but he’s not a top contender and

the nature of the loss hurt ‘Little Evil's stock.

Pem is unquestionably a personality but,
again, he is in desperate need of a win in
front of the ‘TUF’ audience. Unlike most,
his credibility is not so indelibly linked to
his recent win-loss record but still, at a
time when the UFC’s reality TV show needs
to come out ¢ erce, he’s on shaky ground.
Another potential problem is that he does
not train hard enough which, for a pro-
gramme that is now so focused on train-
ing, seems to be another shot to *re at a
show that needs to stop taking the bul lets.

This is not even taking into account the char-
acters of the two « ghters. The idea for the
season is that they want two combatants to
g ht at the end of the series and to r aise
the proe le for the newly r e-established light-
weight division. With only a previous meet -
ing between the pair as the backstory for a
n-titte match with no evident animosity,
ulver and Penn need to pull off some tre-

can !nd interesting characters mendousbusiness. Thatsaid, both appearto
from a new pond_ The hope woudelsmart and the Hawaiian has a «air for the

be that they bring up piranha

éiramatic, so maybe they can ignite interest.

and not gold!sh because people i there is one advantage to an all light-
are Crying out for Controversyweight season, it is that it is virgin territory.

Many have complained that the contestants
in “The Comeback’ looked well past their best.
To x this, you would suggest that the next
season needs a goup of fresh-faced «g hters,
unsullied by losses or negative perceptions
formed during their time in the spotl ight.
However, it has already been established
that eight of these * ghters will be old hands.

Another complaint about ‘TUF 4’ was the lack
of captains. While Ortiz and Shamrock will
cast a long shadow from their time on the
third series, even before their time as coach-

The light-heavyweight division in particular
was looking stretched when it was the fo-
cus of season three and only the winner,
Michael Bisping has any real hope of es-
tablishing himself in the octagon - if he can
sort out his visa problems... With lots of
unknown e ghters, this could be the season
where they can ¢nd interesting characters
from a new pond. The hope would be that
they bring up piranhas and not golde sh, be-
cause people are crying out for controversy.

All'in all, there are so many wildcards sur-
rounding the future of ‘The Ultimate Fighter’
and although the concept may yet be re-
tooled, ‘TUF 5 could well be the season
which had to hit but ended up missing.
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JAPANESE STAR BECBIGESN BRAIN

The second edition of the Cage War-

riors  ‘Showdown’ series will be
long remembered for the impres-
sive performances of the ¢«  rst Japa-

nese import in Cage Warriors history.

Shooto and D.O.G veteran Tomonari Kano-
mata made a huge impact on the Shef! eld
crowd at ‘Showdown 2, winning all thr ee of
his bouts in the ‘Team Fightsport Lightweight
Tournament’ in just under 11 minutes.

Kanomata, who was sent to Cage Warri-
ors by Japanese promotion G.C.M due to
both companies’ links with the World Wide
Cage Network (WWCN), wowed the audi-
ence by defeating American Bryan Cohen,
Englishman Peter Irving and Finn Jarkko
Latomaki. Kanomata will now face reigning
Cage Warriors World Lightweight Champion
Alexandre ‘Xandinho' lzidro in early 2007.

The show took place in front of a capac-
ity crowd at the Octagon Centre and was
highlighted by the seven tournament bouts,
which were kicked off in style by local fa-
vourite lan ‘M-16’ Butlin, who advanced to
the semi-! nals while gaining some retribu-
tion over his old foe Emmanuel Fernandez,
by defeating his student Emmanuel Geay
via TKO midway through the !rst round.

Latoméaki also gained some revenge when
he made up for a disappointing perform-
ance in the EVT GP Lightweight Final in
2005 by defeating Thomas Hytten on points
in a closely fought encounter. Latomaki
edged out the experienced Norwegian
with a composed performance after be-
ing under considerable pressure early on.

Kanomata made short work of the o ver-
matched Cohen in the third quarter-! nal by
"o oring him with a knee to the chest and
quickly passing his guard before stopping
him via ground and pound early on in round
one. Whilstthe! nal quarter-! nal match saw
Irving advance to the semi-! nal stage by us-
ing his experience and skils on the ground
to defeat the Wolfslair Acadeny’s Mick
Sinclair in another closely contested affair.

Latomaki reached the !nal after forcing
his way out of a triangle attempt b y But-
lin, before submitting him with slick a rear
naked choke. The second semi-Inal saw
Irving test Kanomata early on and nul-
lify his ground game for much of the ! ght.
However Irving’s reluctance to attack and
make the most of his chances eventually
cost him and mid way through the second
round when the Japanese star managed to
force the stoppage via ground and pound.

Tomonari Kanomata Celebrates (C) Robert Swann Photography For Cage W arriors

In the ! nal, Kanomata'’s dominance shone
through again as he quickly dispatched
the otherwise impressive Latoméaki by
jumping into a "ying triangle from the
clinch and sinking it on after the Finn
tried to slam out of the submission.

Other highlights included the muscular Ital-
ian heavyweight |van Serati stopping the
last minute replacement Riciardas Zlatkus
from Lithuania. Serati's team mate Franc-
esco Ligato ended a two ! ght losing streak
by submitting local ! ghter Richard Taylor via
a Kimura. Whilst the Shef! eld based kick-
boxers Scott Sykes and Alex Mackenzie im-
pressed in front of their considerable home
town support as they defeated Brett Healy
and Fight Force’s Lee Chadwick espectively.

Overallthis was another great night for Cage
Warriorsandtheir pr omotional company War-
rior Promotions as they found yet mor e new
stars with Butlin, Irving and Latom&ki raising
their stock considerably in the tournament.
Whilst the eventual winner Kanomata stole
the show and became an instant fan favour-
ite with three entertaining perf ormances.

Cage Warriors wil return on December 9
as they present Cage Warriors: ‘Enter The
Rough House’ at the Harvey Hadden Centre
in Nottingham. This show features Dan Har-
dy facing lzidro for the vacant under 73kg
Championship and wil also see the long
waited CWFC Wrld Middleweight Title bout
between Gregory Bouchelaghem and the
2h2h ‘Road to Japan’ winner Jordan Radev.
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NEWS ROUNDRRIDE, UFC, CAGE RAGE

PRIDE FIGHTING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Dream Stage Entertainment have
con" rmed that undefeated Pride
Heavyweight Champion Fedor Eme-
lianenko will face Mark Hunt at
‘Shockwave 2006’ on New Year's Eve.

The match is the erst to have been an-
nounced for the show which is set to tak e
place at the Saitama Super Arena and the
Russian’s title will deenitely be on the line.

Other conermed eghters include Wander-
lei Silva, Ricardo Arona and Mirko Filipovic.

ULTIMATE FIGHTING CHAMPIONSHIP

The UFC have signed three prelimi-
nary bouts to the undercard of their
show on December 30, which is
headlined by the second meeting be-
tween Chuck Liddell and Tito Oritz.

Carmelo Marrero vs. Gabriel
Anthony Perosh vs. Christian Wellisch,
and Tony DeSouza vs. Thiago Alves will

all take place in Las Vegas at UFC 66.

Gonzaga,

CAGE RAGE CHAMPIONSHIPS

Cage Rage have signed a contract to
be the ! agship show of UK based TWC
as the digital channel embarks upon a
shift in programming from December
4,

The show entitled ‘Cage Fighter, which is
produced and presented by Cage Rage pro-
moters Andy Geer and Dave O’Donnell, will
broadcast from 22:00 to 23:00, six days a
week, Monday to Saturday on Sky Channel
427.

“We are absolutely thrilled and excited with
the deal we have struck with The Cage Rage
Championships,”said Sean Herbert, head of
programming for TWC.

“This series of erst run, brand new pr ogram-
ming will secure TWC as the home of MMA
in the UK

The magazine format TV show will feature
Cage Rage footage, exclusive backstage ac
cess at events as well as studio interviews
with the top MMA eghters and celebrity

guests. It will be a daily injection of MMA
for hardcore fans and accessible enough to
expose the sport to a larger audience.

“TWC are providing a strong platform for
MMA and we're al conedent that there wi Il
be huge beneets for both Cage Rage and
TWC” said Andy Geer of the new deal.

The series contract has been signed for six
months initially with the e rst programmes
already recorded. The erst episode of the
series broadcast at 10pm on Monday De-
cember 4 will be a ‘Super Card Show ex-
amining world class ghters such as Melvin
Manhoef and Anderson Siva. Further shows
will spotlight Jean Silva, rising showman Lee
Doski and guest spots with British ghters
Alex Reid, Dave Lajeno and Mark Epstein.

ICON SPORT
Robbie Lawler has been forced to
withdraw from Icon’s next show on

December 2 due to a hand injury.

The card is headlined by a meeting between
Jason Miller and Frank Trigg.
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