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Michael ‘The Count’

By Ross McTavish, Co-Editor

he Ultimate Fighter 3 Light-
THeavyweight Champion Michael

Bisping revealed that he will not
be able to compete on Saturday’s ‘The

Ultimate Fighter 4 Finale’ because his
visa did not come through on time.

This recent period of inactivity was due
to a knee injury Bisping suffered ten days
before his bout with Haynes, where he
developed a small tear of the ligament

in time and
racy, but hopefully this
be rescheduled for

Bisping was scheduled to face Eric
Schafer at the Hard Rock Hotel and Ca-
sino in Las Vegas, but the Ultimate Fight-
ing Championship had to scrap the bout
when the British eghter failed to receive
the necessary paperwork this week.

The Clitheroe, Lancashire native has not
fought since June, when he defeated Josh
Haynes to win his division in the third sea-
son of the UFC's reality television show.

when training with Georges St. Pierre.

Bisping decided to wait until November to
return to action, instead of ¢ ghting on the

Bisping Will Not Be Able To Fight In The UFC On Saturday Due T

My visa just didn’t come through

it's sheer bureaucBisping said:
match Wi”through in time and it's sheer bureauc-
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October 10 Spike TV special, which featured
the third bout between Tito Ortiz and Ken
Shamrock. However, it now looks as if Bisp-
ing will have to wait until next monthin or der
to ¢ ght Schafer, probably on the UFC ‘Fight
Night’ card which is set to take place at the
Mirimar Marine Corps Air Station in San Di-
ego, California on Wednesday December 13.

“My visa just didn’'t come

racy, but hopefully this match will be
kescheduled for the December show”.

The UFC conrmed that there will be no
replacement bout announced following the
withdrawal of Bisping for the event which
will feature Matt Serra vs. Chris Lytle (Wel-
terweight) and Travis Lutter vs. Patrick
Cote (Middleweight) in the ¢ nals of ‘TUF 4.
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BUSHIDO &S IN DISAPPOINTREHIION

By Ross McTavish, Co-Editor

Pride may have made a relatively suc-
cessful debut in America when they
presented ‘The Real Deal’ from Las Ve-
gas last month, but in Japan the pro-
motion’s problems continued follow-

ing a dismal Bushido show on Sunday.

The six-and-a-half hour long event was
marred by dull contests, less than conclusive
decisions and a farcical conclusion to the
Welterweight Grand Prix, where Kazuo Mi-
saki — who was eliminated at the semi-¢ nal
stage by Paulo Filho earlier in the night —r e-
turned to beat Denis Kang in the ¢ nal, via the
always unsatisfying result of split decision.

It was an extremely hollow victory f or
the Japanese eghter, particularly because
he was soundly dominated by Filho in
their match-up, as the Brazilian Top Team
member ended the contest with 17 sec-
onds remaining of the ten minute o rst
round, courtesy of a well-timed armbar.

But with Filho unable to compete in the ¢ nal
due to an unfortunate knee injury, Misaki
stepped in to steal the glory by mar ginally
out-gunning Kang during an evenly-contest-
ed «ght. Kang had defeated Akihiro Gono
in the other semi-* nal, where the eccentric
Japanese eghter’s ten minute long entr ance
featuring 30 dancing girls was far more en-
tertaining than the action inside the ring.

The question must be asked though, with
Filho technically forfeiting the scheduled
match with Kang, why was Misaki allowed
back into the tournament at all? Kang
should simply have been awarded the win,
or the < nal could have been postponed until
Filhowas+t. Indeed, adding the conclusion
of the Welterweight GP to the ‘Shockwave’
event on December 31 would have added
some extra lustre to Pride’s yearly show-
piece card. With the Bushido event already
running at an absurd length, ther e would
surely have been little complaint if there
had been one less «ght to endure and every
tournament should seek to have a decisive
champion. After all, the very premise of it is
to determine who the best competitor is and
Filho showed that it dee nitely is not Misaki.

Conspiracy theorists have suggested that
BTT combatant Filho did not want to * ght
Kang, who trains with the American Top
Team and it is alleged that Filho withdrew
from the «nal even although he was passed
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t by a doctor to compete. Pride’s bizarre
rules then allowed Misaki back into the com-
petition, as alosing semi-snalistis given pref-
erence over the winner of the al ternate bout
with regards to taking an injur ed ¢nalist's
place. So even although Gegiad Mousasi
beat Hector Lombard in a reserve g ht, Mis-
aki was still ushered into the ¢ nal with Kang.

The other main bout at Bushido 13 also
had an unsatisfactory end as Takanori Gomi
retained his Lightweight Championship by
split-decision against Marcus Aurelio, who
choked Gomi unconscious in their non-ti-
tle » ght seven months ago. What must be
worrying for Pride is that a contest where
their poster boy was seeking revenge for the
only loss he had suffered in the promotion
drew a paltry crowd to the Y okohama Arena.

Pride claimed 10,868 fans paid to attend the
event, but with the upper lev el of the venue
closed off, it has been suggested there was
as little has half that many people in the
building. With it looking increasingly unlike-
ly that Pride will have ‘Shockwave’ aired on
free television in Japan, following Fuji TV's
decision to stop broadcasting the organi-
sation’s events after allegations of Yakuza
involvement in the promotion, times are cer -
tainly tough f or Dream Stage Entertainment.

Gomi and Misaki winning will be seen as
a huge plus by Pride though, particularly
because the new Welterweight Grand Prix
Champion can eght Dan Henderson for
his Welterweight Title on New Year's Ee.
DSE would desperately lke Bushido to be
the home of two Japanese champions.
However, Aurelio will believe he is due a
third bout with Gomi, given the closeness
of the second match in their feud, which
levelled the scores at one win apiece.

Other than Filho's victory over Misaki,
only two matches on this marathon event
were decided inside the efteen minute
time frame, with credit going to Shinya
Aoki and Joe Pearson for early enishes.

With  Filho technically fdeit-

RESULTS:

Pride Bushido 13 - November 5 -
Yokohama Arena, Yokohama, Japan

Gegard Mousasi def Hector Lombard by
Decision (Unanimous)

Pride Welterweight Grand Prix Semi-Final
Bout: Paulo Filho def. Kazuo Misaki by
Submission (Armbar) in Round 1 (9:43)

Pride Welterweight Grand Prix Semi-Final
Bout: Denis Kang def. Akihiro Gono by
Decision (Unanimous)

Murilo Bustamante def. Dong Sik Yoon
Decision (Unanimous)

Luiz Firmino def. Nobuhiro Obiya by Deci-
sion (Unanimous)

Joe Pearson def. Yoshiro Maeda by Sub-
mission (Guilotine Choke) in Round 1
(0:54)

Sanae Kikuta def. Jean Fancois Lenogue
by Decision (Unanimous)

Ikuhisa Minowa def. Mike Plotcheck by
Decision (Unanimous)

Mitsuhiro Ishida def. David Bielkheden by
Decision (Unanimous)

Shinya Aoki def. Clay French by Submis-
sion (Flying Triangle Choke) in Round 1
(3:57)

Pride Lightweight Championship Bout:
Takanori Gomi def. Marcus Aurelio by De-
cision (Split)

Pride Welterweight Grand Prix Final Bout:
Kazuo Misaki Denis Kang Decision (Spt)

Next Events:

December 31: Pride Shockwave - Saitama
Super Arena, Saitama, Japan - Rimoured
Match: Wanderlei Siva vs. Ricardo Aro-
na. Other Rumoured Patticipants: Fedor

ing the scheduled match with Emelianentko, Mauricio Rua, Josh Barnett,

Kang, why was Misaki

allowedMirko Filipovic

back into the tournament at all? gopary 24: pride 33 - Las Vegas, Ne-

vada, USA - Featuring: Wanderlei Silva
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PREVIEW: 'THETINATE-IGHTER 4 FlI

By Mike Doyle

On Saturday night, The Ultimate Fight-
ing Championship presents the !

of reality TV show ‘The Ultimate Fight-
er 4, which will see two veterans com-
plete their comeback to the big time.

nals

In the 185Ib tournament decider Brazilian
Jiu-Jitsu black belt Travis Lutter will meet
the power punching Canadian Patrick Cote.
Meanwhile the Indiana State boxing Cham-
pion Chris Lyle wil square off against Matt
Sera, the erst American Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu
black belt under Renzo Gracie, in the 170Ib
°n al.

Travis Lutter vs. Patrick Cote

Lutter and Cote both made their octagon
debuts at UFC 50, but interestingly enough
it was ‘The Predator’ who was originally
scheduled to ~ght Lutter's opponent Mar-

in Eastman. Howewer, an injury forced Guy
Mezger off the card and on four days notice
Cote was moved up to th e main event with
Tito Ortiz, while Lutter was inserted in his
place. After three appearances each in the
UFC, Lutter is 1-2 and Cote is 0-3.

During ‘TUF 4, Lutter’'s *rst opponent was
WEC Champion $ott Smith, who he knew

as a banger with good wr estling but limited
grappling skills. Lutter was able to shoot in
almost immediately and once he got a hold
of Smith eventually brought him down to
the ground and secured a rear naked choke,
just barely over a minute into the «ght.

In the semi-*nals, Lutter had his way with

Sema’s protégé Pete Sell, taking him down

in all three rounds and controlling ‘Drago’

from the top position. Sell's BJJ backgound

is the only reason he was able to survive

and not be submitted, however for what i t's
orth, Lutter looked fatigued as the < ght
ent into the later rounds.

Cote’sroad to the * nal began with a victory
over Jorge Rivera, which could very well

) ThermoLif

have been retribution for the Canadian, since
‘El Conquistador’ had previously beaten his
former training partner, David Loiseau. ‘The
Predator appeared somewhat «at early in
the « ght, but a wel |l timed up-kick from his
back in the «rst round changed everything
and Cote gained some much needed mo-
mentum on his way to a decision win.

The last «ght of the season saw Cote bat-
tle Edwin Dewees in a performance which
was far more impressive than his showing
against Rivera. Cote was able to display his
takedown defence, as whenever Dewees
would go for a throw or attempt a shoot,

‘Bam Bam’ would end up on his back with
Cote in his half guard. In addition, Cote en-
joyed a signie cant advantage when the « ght
was standing, repeatedly landing a right
uppercut that did damage and ultimately
sent the French-Canadian to the #nals, via a
unanimous decision.

On Saturday, a new number one Middle-
weight contender will be crowned and will
have the unenviable task of trying to de-
throne Anderson Siva. The game plan for
Lutter is pretty straight forward; shoot in on
Cote, take him down and work f or a submis-
sion. It will be interesting to see whether
Cote can avoid being taken to the « oor early
in the « ght, because if he «nds himself on
his back then it could be a very quick night.
However, should ‘The Predator’ survive the
early stanza, he would be in an excellent po-
sition to then push the pace of the « ght, and
Lutter’s been known to tire when he’s gone
the full «fteen minutes.

Chris Lytle vs. Matt Serra

Serra has spent the majority of his career
competing for the UFC, debuting back in
2001 as a Welterweight in the infamous bat-
tle with Shonie Carter. ‘The Terror’ has a 4-4
record inside the octagon and although he
mainly fought as a Lightweight, he’s now
come full circle and returned to 170Ibs. Lytle
is 2-4 in his appearances with the UFC, but
is under the assumption Zuffa had previous-

Internations

ly been pushing him towards a title shot. For
one reason or another he was unsuccessfu
in a series of elimination « ghts where the
winner would go on to face the champion.

Interestingly, during the show Serra and
Lytle both faced Pete Spatt. The ‘Secret
Weapon' is a lethal striker, but it was some-
what surprising to see Lytle rush him with a|
eu rry of punches in order to set up a clinch,
considering the Indiana native’'s boxing
background. Nonetheless, lytle pushed hi

opponent up against the fence and ended
up taking him down, looking to show how
good he is on the ground. Shortly after tak-
ing Spratt to the «oor, Lytle secured a guil-
lotine choke from the mount position.

One of the more vocal leaders in the house
Serra’s «rst opponent was also Spratt, who
was allowed to compete again when Jer-
emy Jackson was kicked out of the house.
As soon as the sght began, Serra was on a
mission to take Spratt down in an attempt
to avoid any exchanges on the feet. While
shooting in for the takedown, Serra caught
a knee but still managed to get his opponent
to the ground. After working to get side con-
trol and then full mount, ‘The Terror’ began
reining down shots on Spratt that forced
him to roll and give up his back. However,
Serra proceeded to pound away until Spratt
tapped out instead of going for a submis-
sion.

Apparently during training sessions on the
show (off air) Serra had success taking lytle
down, but said it got tougher in each ses-
sion. Lytle trained with Din Thomas for six
weeks and during their semi-« nal « ght, Tho-
mas was surprised at how many right hands
Lytle threw, compared to when they were
sparring and he threw mainly jabs. Thus, it
will be interesting to see whether Lytle will
attempt to alter something he believes Serra
will be looking for and then try to capi talise
on it. The key could be Lytle remembering
not to follow through too far on some of his
punches, otherwise he will be vulnerable to
a potentially sght-ending Serra takedown.

]-Ill(.ﬂlllll
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T SERRA

FIGHTER FOGAAT:

TERROR

RIS

By Stewart Allen

It has been said by many observers
that the fourth season of Spike TV's
hit show ‘The Ultimate Fighter’ has
been the worst yet and in many
ways that is unfortunately true.

While the Rocky-inspired concept of a
bunch of sometime UFC losers making
one ¢ nal play for the big time may ha ve
sounded like a sureere success on pa-
per, in practice we've ended up with a
fairly dull season. That's not necessar
ily the fault of the  ghters — they are
just being (for the most part) pr ofes-
sionals, who are taking this opportunity
seriously. But gone are many of the

NG

hijinks of previous seasons, replaced
by a selection of mostly anonymous
guys who — even after twelve weeks
— you'd struggle to care about, or even
notice in the street. The fact that one
of the ongoing story arcs of the sea-
son was just how dull Charles ‘Captain
Miserable’ McCarthyis, really says it all.

The absence of the feuding coaches sto-
ryline from previous seasons has also
hurt the show (something that | think
they realisedin the second half of the se-
ries when they drafted in Rich Franklin,
Matt Hughes and Chuck Liddell to add a
little drama), which increased the pres-
sure on the ¢ ghters themselves to be the
stars. While many people immediately

hailed ‘Mr. International’ Shonie Carter
as the man to watch for entertainment
purposes, for my money at least, the
self professed ‘King Of Bing’ has been
outshone by the man who ultimately
became the best reason for watching
‘TUF’ this year — Mat ‘The Terror’ Sera.

Straight talking New Yorker Semra im-
mediately assumed the leadership role
in Team Mojo from the moment they
were formed and I'm convinced it is
no coincidence that Serra’s team went
7-1 in preliminary g hts against Team
No Love under his direction. In fact,
it was Serra who proclaimed right at
the beginning of the competition that

Team Mojo might just get a shut out.
www.total-mma.com




Making an immediate impact on week one,
Serra displayed one of the most memor a-
ble and impressive cornering performances
I'd seen in a long time as he practically
talked his one-time nemesis Carter through
his match with Rich Clementi in one of the
more enjoyable ghts of the season. Even
Carter, who projects an ultra cone dent pimp
image at all times, replied “Yes Sir” to every
one of Serra’s commands between rounds.
Sure, at times Serra seemed to border on
the patronising with his constant remind-
ers to breathe and such, but again, I re-
fer you to the results. Carter as much as
acknowledged that his training at home
was inadequate (and he was immediately
earmarked by Team No Love as a weak
link), so it's a testament to Serra’s encour-
agement and cornering that he was able
to direct Carter to a win on the » rst week.

Another reason why Serra connected with
me was his obvious pride in what he does
and what he represents, and at no time did
that come across stronger than during his
run-ins with submission coach Mark Laimon.
While the validity of Serra’s argument (that
Laimon’s opinions were worthless since he’s
never actually fought) can be questioned, his
passionindefendingthe honourofthe Gracies
and Brazlian Jiu-Jitsu was heartwarming.

Royce may have had his ass handed to him
by Hughes at UFC 60, but there’s no dis-
grace in that — and whether or not y ou feel
that Royce has let the MMA game pass him
by, that's no reason to belittle the man’s
accomplishments or disrespect his place in
history. I'd like to have been able to respect
Laimon’s point of view, but he came acr oss
as so smarmy and unlikable that | dearly
wished that Serra had taken up Hughes’
suggestion for them to have a “grapple”.

And as for the « ghts... well, “TUF4” wont go
down in history for having many awesome
matches, but at the very least, Serra once
again guaranteed entertainment, both in his
or st round demolition of Pete Spratt and his
semi-*nal decision win over the master of
the backest, Carter. The matches displayed
Serra’s strengths — and may be an indica-
tion of how he can overcome Chris lytle
in the ‘TUF’ live *nal on Saturday night.

Against Spratt, Serra was machine like in
taking his opponent down and humbling
him with piston e sts to the back of the
head. The Carter eght wasn't anywhere
near as straightforward, but Serra still dis-
played grit and determination to continu-
ally pursue the takedown. Even the spin-
ning backest wasn’'t going to deny our
boy this time, as he screamed; suplexed
and stretched his foe to a deserved deci-
sion victory. In effect, this match (which
was by far the most anticipated ¢ ght of the

season) was Serra’s ‘comeback’, and in this
writer’s opinion is already the moral vic-
tor of the series, win or lose against Lytle.

And speaking of Lytle... is it just me that
has barely noticed him throughout the sea-
son? I'm taking nothing away from Lytle as
a eghter (he also destroyed Spratt in the
prelims and won a decision in the semi-e-
nals), but apart from that, who is he? What
makes him tick? We've seen Serra’s highs
and lows in the house. We've seen him
practically live and breathe everyone else’s
g hts from the corner. We've seen his re-
lationship with Carter develop. Weve seen
his student/teacher relationship with Pete
Sel. We've seen the lighter side of Serra
as he ripped on Franklin’s naff advice and
christened McCarthy ‘Captain Miseable’.
We've even seen his chidlike glee at hitting
a high-kick with his “little legs” on Spratt.

Through the twelve week season I've come
to like and respect Serra and I'm emotion-
ally invested in seeing him win this compe-
tition. He's someone | actually care about
seeing... wheeas Lytle is just ‘a guy’ A
good guy, to be sure... But just a guy.

Chances are neither man is realisticaly go-
ing to be able to beat Hughes for the Wel-
terweight Title (should Hughes get past
St. Pierre on November 18th), but I'd pay
money to see Serra go in there and «ght
a million times more than I'd ever want
to see Hughes vs. Lytle. Besides, there’s
already an in-built storyline leading to
Hughes and Serra « ghting — not only to see
Serra try his luck where Royce failed, but
also because Hughes rubbed ®rra up the
wrong way during the season, prompting
Serra to call Hughes “a jock” and (memo-
rably) asking “when you get the belt, does
that give you a license to be a penis?”

Lytleisagood * ghter though —and the match

with Serra is likely to end up on the gr ound.
| could easily see it going the distance and
the winner may simply be determined by
which eghter is more aggressive with his
ground game. But even if Serra loses, | don’t
think it r eally matters because he’s already
completed ‘the comeback; and he’s become
a ‘name’ eghter again — as such he is practi-
cally guaranteed several more g hts on ei-
ther main pay-per-views or Spike TV specials.

In fact, it might even be in Serra’s best in-
terests to drop back to the 155Ib division
that he used to compete at and try his
luck against newly crowned Lightweight
Champion Sean Sherk, rather than pur-
sue a career in the Welterweight Division.
We've seen a number of ‘TUF’ alumni com-
pete at a certain weight during the show ,
but change divisions afterwards to what is
their better ¢ ghting weight. I'm not sur e

whether, if Serra wins, he could opt to face
Sherk instead of Hughes (doubtful, given
the hype already given to the idea of the
Hughes versus St. Pierre winner facing the
‘TUF’ winner), so perhaps in the short term,
the result on Saturday doesn’t really matter.

At 32, age isn't likely to be a huge factor f or
Serra just yet — he’s younger than current
UFC Champions Sherk, Hughes and Liddél
so provided he’s willing to keep e¢ghting,
there’s no reason why the one legacy of this
ultimately failed season, can’t be the rebirth
of Matt Serra as a valuable player forthe UFC.

RANALLO:

By Ross McTavish, Co-Editor

Commentator and Total MMA writer
Mauro Ranallo has resigned from his
position as play-by-play announcer
for Pride Fighting Championships,
citing irreconcilable differences with
the promotion’s American producer
Jerry Millen.

Ranallo joined Pride for their ¢ rst Bush-
ido show in October 2003, but handed in
his notice prior to the Japanese organisa-
tion’s Bushido 13 event on Sunday.

The 36-year-old is currently the on-air
voice and personality of The Fight Net-
work - North America’s only 24-hour-a-
day combat sports channel and is set to
be the anchorman for their Fight Zone
news programme which will debut in
2007.

Ranallo has not ruled out r eturning to the
broadcast booth for another MMA promo-
tion though and said: “Working f or Pride
was a dream come true and | wi Il always
cherish the friendships | forged working
over in Japan. Getting the opportunity to
announce some of the greatest matches
in MMA history is a very humbling experi-
ence but as everyone knows politics rears
its ugly head everywhere. As hard as it
is to step away from my ‘dream job’, |
can no longer justify working with Jerry
Millen.

“Thankfully, | already have a wonderful
job as lead anchor for North America’s
only 24 hour combat channel and don’t
be surprised if | resurface as a play-by-
play commentator for a high proele or-
ganisation in the very near future”.

Next week will see Ranallo pen his
thoughts on his time in Pride for Total
MMA in what will surely be an entertain-
ing and informative read.

www.total-mma.com



SAN SHOU SUPERSEFORRIPLE THRE

By Ross McTavish, Co-Editor

Following the planned headline bout
between Frank Shamrock and Phil
Baroni being scrapped due to a pleth-
ora of problems, California based MMA
promotion Strikeforce have e nalised
a set of marquee matches for their
‘Triple Threat’ show at the HP Pavil-
ion in San Jose on Friday December 8.

In the most anticipated bout, undef eated
world San Shou kickboxing champion Cung
Le will face Jason Von Flue, who stared in
season two of the Ultimate Fighting Champi-
onship’sreality television show ‘The Ultimate
Fighter. Le has fought twice in Strik eforce
before, defeating Mike Altman and Brian
Warren and in doing so has earned a repu-
tation as a fan favourite. However, the 34-
year-old realiseshe is in for a far stiffer chal-
lenge when he meets Von Flue, who trains
under UFC LightHeavyweight Champion
Chuck Liddell in San Luiz Obispo California.

“l dee nitely think he’s a step or two up,”
said Le, a four-time K-1 Supereght winner
and a two-time captain of The United States
San Shou team that competed in Italy and
China, respectively. “I think i t's going to be
areally good ¢ ght because he likes to come
forward and throw and that’s what | |ike
to do too. Sometimes matches are made
that aren’'t crowd pleasing. | think this
one is and we’re going let it all hang out.”

That is an assessment which is shared by
Von Flue, who said: “I think ther e’s go-
ing be a lot of « re in this eght and | think
somebody, if not both of us, is going to get
stitches. | just see myself hitting him as
hard as | can. He likes to hit people really
hard, too. | don’t think either of us ha ve
any plans to play around on the ground for
more than a throw. I've been working re-
ally hard on my stand-up skills and I just
want to be the e rst person to KO him.

Von Flue also acknowledged his opponents
skill set. “I have a lot of respect for him
and his abilities,” he said. “l think he’s
the best at the world at what he does, but
(mixed martial arts) is a different sport.”

Von Flue is no stranger to pressure situa-
tions. During his stint on ‘The Ul timate Fight-
er’, the 31-year-old, California native pulled
off an upset victory over a more seasoned
Jorge Gurgel. Following the conclusion of
the television series, Von Flue was award-
ed a contract with the UFC and soon after,
made his ¢rst appearance with the or ganisa-
tion during Spike TV’s live broadcast of ‘Ulti-

mate Fight Night 3’ where he defeated Alex
Karalexis by submission in the third round.

Despite his apparent preference for remain-
ing on his feet, Le boasts a rich history in
grappling. As a high school wrestler, he
earned All American honours and went on to
capture the California state wrestling cham-
pionship during his ¢ rst year of study at West
Valley Junior Colege. To make his move to
the sport of mix ed combat easier, Le sought
the help of Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu trainer Garth
Taylor as well as American Kickboxing Acad-
emy’s Javier Mendez and ‘Cazy’ Bob Cook.

“I think, now, I’'m a lot more aggr essive and
I'm learning some moveshere and there and
it's very fun and challenging,” Le assessed.
“It's something | enjoy doing, working on

my Jiu-Jitsu and my ground and pound.”

Meanwhile, Eugene Jackson wil
face Ronald Jhun in a rematch from
their erst meeting eight years ago.
The 36-year-old from Honolulu, Hawaii
is looking for payback after Jackson sub-
mitted him with a forearm choke hold
in the ¢ rst round of their meeting on Au-
gust 4, 1998. “Eugene likes to stand
and bang and I'm the same. | don't | ike
to play it safe. | alw ays like to come out
and put everything on the line and try to
get a knockout, if | can. | just react and,

whatever happens, happens’, said Jhun.

Meanwhile, Bobby Southworth will « ght VVer-
non White for the newly created Hea vyweight
Title, while Josh Thomsonwillface NamPhan.

www.total-mma.com



TV REVIEWJFC"HE ULMATH

By Michael Farrow

It is the « nal week of ‘The Comeback’
and eyes are misty at its sad departure.
Actually, nobody’s eyes are misty. This
series was like a typical innings from
former England cricket captain David
Gower,; it started brightly, went shaky

in the middle and then was out off the
gloves at third slip before too soon.

Looking back on last week’s «ght between
Travis Lutter and Pete Sell, Matt Serra paid
tribute to Sell's performance stating his sat-
isfaction at seeing ‘Drago’ refusing to surren-
derinthe face of relentless pressure. Howev-
er, he should have been bemoaning the fact
that Sell never seriously tested Lutter on his
back, because having seen many a competi-
tor wilt while in a position they don’t favour
during this series, perhaps striking from top
position could have yielded a victory for Sell.

Meanwhile ‘Captain Miserable’ Charles Me
Carthy continued to live up to his moniker
as he somehow looked more depressed
than me when | take codiene-based pain-
killers that make me sick and want to cry.
His rage reached boling point when he be-
came the latest victim of the old ‘buck et of
water placed on top of the door trick’, but
he surely can't feel as bad as poor old Mikey
Burnett. The former Lion’s Den eghter dis-
covered his neck was in need of surgery, but
perhaps he should have realised this before
attempting to run through one of the w alls
in the house a couple of weeks ago. Foolish.

The focus on the ¢nal < ght of the season —
between Patrick Cote and Edwin Dewees for
the right to face Travis Lutter in the Middle-
weight ¢ nal — is the usual ‘grappler versus
striker schtick’. How boring. Alas, | shall make
some effort to critically analyse this bout and
from merely looking at Cote and Dewees at
the weigh in, the French-Canadian appeaed

to be far larger than his opponent. When the
grappler is smaller than the striker in mod-
ern MMA, that does not bode well for the
man who wants to take the  ght to the « oor.

Thankfully, unlike last week, this wasn't a
g ht that made you think the B in BJJ stood
for bland, but it was still a massive let-down.
Cote was far too strong for Dewees, who
fought for three rounds from underneath his
foe. It w as a sad sight and also depressing
in terms of the competition. B oth Middle-
weight semi-¢ nals were extremely one-sided
and that took the shine off the ef forts of the
combatants during their preliminary bouts.

Undoubtedly this series contained the best
all-round level of « ghter ever to participate
in the UFCS reality TV show, but it lacked
the added spark which the seasons one
and three enjoyed courtesy of some ec-
centric personalities. All we had outside
of the octagon this time was Shonie Cart-
er's antics and the joy of watching Serra’s
role as unelected captain of Team Mojo.

Looking at the competition as a whole, there
was a massive disparty between the strong-
est and weakest Middleweights and it ap-
peared that too many of the W elterweights
were merely beefed up Lightweights. How-
ever, these two tournaments were still the
best ‘The Ultimate Fighter’ has ever had to
offer. The «ghters were all of a good quality,
with impressive pedigrees and there were no
weak alternates substituted in due to injury .

As an episodic TV game show this lacked
anything which strung the weekly < ghts
together in a captivating fashion though.
Alas, the premise of the series was to see
whether a veteran could return to the UFC
and become champion of their division. Only
if that happens will we know whether this
season has been a sucess. If not, the f or-
mat will surely be consigned to the dustbin.

IGHTER ¢

OPINION:

By Stuart Millard
www.franticplanet.com

Fin: There was an end of term feel in the
house and nobody could be bothered to
train. ‘Captain Misemble’ Charles McCa-
rthy, ¢ lled his time by stufe ng his pouting
mouth full of food. For the others, it was
the use of the old ‘bucket of water on
top of the door’ trick. The good Captain
reacted to his drenching as though he’'d
just been voted prom queen and doused
by his peers with fresh pig’s blood, but
without the post menstrual-psychokinetic
powers with which to dole out his re-
venge, all that remained was some trade-
mark whining and bitching, and slipping
over in his underpants. How humiliating.

Sad Music: Last week we had the com-
edy music, this time the ‘sad theme’
started playing and we knew some-
thing terrible was about to happen. Sure
enough, Mikey Burnett was on the phone
to his doctor, who informed him about
a severe neck injury that would need
surgery, perhaps signaling the end of
his eghting career. But let us back this
up a second, why does this deserve to
have the sad music wheeled out for?
Is everyone forgetting that most of last
week’s episode was dewted to Burnett

running headerst into a wall?

I'm no

doctor — as my criminal record will attest
— but surely wallrunning isn’t conducive
to a sturdy, intact spinal column. Nate
Quarry in season one, now there was a
poignant and fully accidental injury. But
if it had happened because Quarry was a
big fan of ‘Jackass’ and cimbed onto the
roof shouting, “look at me, I'm Stev e-O!
Yeah dude!” before stapling his ballbag
to his thigh and backe ipping into the it
barbecue below, | can assure you there’'d
be no milk of human kindness leaking
from my titty. Somry Mikey, but | f eel the
‘TUF’ Lament should be saed for real
tragedies, like the destruction of Shonie
Carter's bottle-raft, or the time Noah'’s I n-
hofer’s girlfriend heard that he only wor e
a towel to the weigh in and thought he

was having an affair with Marc Ratner.

The Finale:

I can’t help it, I'm just not

as excited as | have been for previous
‘Ultimate Fighter Finales! Matt Serra
aside, I'm as eaccid as the penis of a
corpse having the urine slurped out of
it by a Pride eghter with a curly str aw.
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SEMTE3HE TO EXPLODE ON TO WAIRE|

SPONSORED BY VAYRLUTIONFIGHTWEAR.CO

By Ross McTavish, Co-Editor

British « ghter Paul ‘Semtex’ Daley
hopes his upcoming contest with
Luiz Azeredo will be the catalyst
which propels him into the con-
sciousness of MMA fans across the
globe and away from a recent bout

of controversy regarding which
UK promotion he would « ght for.

Daley will face Azredo when London-
based Cage Rage Championships pesent
their ¢ rst ever show at Earls Court on
December 9, but only after being denied
the opportunity to  ghtin his home-town
of Nottingham for Cage Warriors Fight-
ing Championships at their ‘Enter The
Rough House’ event on the same day.

DespitegivingaverbalagreementtoCage
Warriors that he would f ace David Baron,
Daley had to pull out of the bout when

Cage Rage - who ‘Semtex’ is contracted
to-decidedto book him against Azeredo.

The situation caused much acrimony be-
tweenthetwo B ritish promotions, butDa-
leyinsistsitisallnowinthe pastandw ants
to concentrate on his ¢ ght with Azeredo.

He said: “It is a shame that | had to
tell Cage Warriors that | couldn’t « ght
for them in December, because compet
ing in Nottingham is one of the few re-
maining ambitions | have left in MMA.

“I've onlytaken partinakickbo xingmatch
in Nottingham before and | know every-
onetherewantstoseeme«ghtinthef our
ounce gloves and smash someone up

“But Cage Rage wanted me to be a
part of their Earls Court show and
| am really excited to be compet-
ing at a massive venue against a top
g hter like Azeredo, in what is going
to be a big bout for the MMA World.

Daley has two eghts left on his con-
tract with Cage Rage and thinks a
victory over his Brazilian opponent,
who has fought in Pride’s Bushido se-
ries on eve occasions, would dee-
nitely help his quest to compete for
the World's biggest MMA omanisation.

‘Semtex’hasbeenincontactwith Pridefor
some time now and was told by the pro-
motion they would use him on cards this
year, only for nothing to come to f ruition.

Daley travelled to America in March to
g ht on an event which w as billed as a
Pride amateur show and defeated Blake
Fredrickson by decision after two rounds.

That victory helped Daley get
booked by Japanese piomotion Pan-
crase on their August card in Yoko-
hama, where ‘Semtex’ was beaten
by native eghter Satoru Kitaoka in
the erst round by guillotine choke.

However, Daley very much enjoyed
his erst experiences of ¢ghting abroad
and now has set his sights on compet-
ing for one of the bigger MMA promo-
tions around the globe during 2007.

He said: “I am now looking at « ght-
ing for Pride, UFC, IFL, WA etc and
| was told that | would be on a Pride
show in November, but it never hap-
pened and that is no real surprise
because they are pretty unreliable.

“As well as that, | really want to « ght
in a tournament because if you are not
in line for a title shot then you get bum
g hts and a tournament is the ul timate
test for any eghter to take part in.”

It is no surprise a man named ‘Semtex’
doesn’t take to dull < ghts, which surely
means sparks wil «y when Daley meets
Chute Boxe star Azeredo next month.

RANDLEM

By Ross McTavish, Co-Editor

Inatruly bafl  ingturnof events,
Kevin Randleman has been
chargedbytheNevadaState Ath-
letic Commission with providing
a fake urine sample following
his bout with Mauricio Rua at
Pride Fighting Championships’
Las Vegas show on October 21.

Randleman’s sample contained no
human hormones, suggesting the lig-
uid he submitted came from another
living form, or even a dead human.

The 35-year-old has 20 days to re-
spond to the NSAC’s complaint and
then will be the subject of a disci-
plinary hearing, which will deter-
mine his extremely uncertain future.

This strange scenario has happened
once before in Nevada, when Sean
McCully provided a fake urine sample
in September 2005 and subsequently
had his license revoked by the NSAC.

Randleman could now face a simi-
lar penalty, which would effec-
tively stop him from eghting in
any promotion who want to con-
tinue to run events in Nevada.

That would leave a smattering
of organisations across the globe
where Randleman would be able
to e ght, if the NSAC handed down
the most severe penalty possible.

Randleman is the third combatant
who has failed a drugs test follow-
ing Pride’s US debut, joining Vior
Belfort and Pawel Nastula, who both
tested positive for anabolic steroids.

Meanwhile, Stephan Bonnar was
banned for nine months (from Au-
gust 26) and ¢ ned $5,000 by the
NSAC after testing positive for an-
abolic steroids following his bout
with Fomrest Griffn at UFC 62.
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