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By Ross McT avish, Co-Editor

A nation not always fully aware of events
happening outside of its borders now
knows something the rest of the World
have recognised for a long time:
Anderson Silva is quite simply awesome.

Prior to Saturday, the United States of America
only had the pleasure of having Silva fight on
their land thrice before, twice in Hawaii where
he defeated Jeremy Horn and was disqualified
against Yushin Okami, then more recently in his
UFC debut when the Brazilian demolished Chris
Leben in only 49 thrilling seconds in Las Vegas.

That is because for the last six years, Silva has
blazed a trail of glory across the globe, stopping
off in destinations such as England, Japan and
South Korea to beat luminaries including Carlos
Newton, Lee Murray and Jorge Rivera.

Finally the Ultimate Fighting Championship

Anderson Silva - Who Defeated Rich Franklin At UFC 64: ‘Unstoppable’  On Saturday (C) Robin Jahdi - http://throughsilver .blogspot.com
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UFC 64 REVIEW

FRANKLIN:

SPONSORED BY TAPOUT AVAILABLE AT WWW.SUPPLEMENT-SELECT.CO.UK

UFC 64 - October 14 - Las V egas

Kurt Pellegrino def. Junior Assuncao

Clayton Guida def.Justin James

Yushin Okami def. Kalib Starnes

Spencer Fisher def.Dan Lauzon

Carmelo Marrero def. Cheick ‘Kongo’

Jon Fitch def. Kuniyoshi Hironaka

Sean Sherk def. Kenny Florian

Anderson Silva def. Rich Franklin

RESULTS:
realised the undoubted ability of Silva and
welcomed him into their fold in June,
where the 31-year-old made an
immediate impression at ‘Ultimate Fight
Night 5’.

That quick-fire win over Leben firmly
thrust Silva into title contention, despite
having spent less than a minute in the
octagon and the bout with reigning UFC
Middleweight Champion Rich Franklin
was set to be the toughest test the
former Chute Boxe combatant had faced
in his nomadic career to date.

However , it never quite worked out that
way as Franklin was systematically
picked apart due to his failure in dealing
with Silva’s dominant Muay Thai clinch.

The American stated after the bout that
he thought he would have the strength to
deal with Silva in that position, but by that
stage, the point of Franklin’s nose had
been moved across his face courtesy of
a pin-point knee which dropped the 32-
year-old to the canvas.

Franklin looked far from confident
heading into the octagon and any fears
over the threat of Silva quickly came to
fruition, as the Brazilian secured a clinch
which allowed him to rein potent knees
into the former maths teacher’s
midsection.

The champion attempted to come over
the top of Silva’s grasp with his arms and
shrug off the hold, but that proved an
unsuccessful tactic, although Franklin
briefly broke free while his back was
against the cage.

His independence was short-lived though
as Silva soon re-secured the clinch and
dragged Franklin across the octagon,
with the Cincinnati native attempting to
prise his way inside his foe’s elbows.

Silva again briefly let go of the clinch as
Franklin reeled when absorbing a knee
to his midsection, but the Brazilian soon
locked his hands around Franklin to
administer more punishment which left
the American in sever trouble.

After another short lull, Silva this time
decided to knee to the head as Franklin
concentrated on protecting his broken
down body with his right arm, and after
two kicks and another high knee, the
fight and Franklin’ s reign were over .

Never before have we seen a contender
breeze into the UFC and climb to the top
of the ladder so quickly , but Silva’ s style
was just too powerful for Franklin to
counter and the Curitiba native must now
be considered the best striker in North
America.  ‘The Spider’s wiry frame
certainly adds to his fearsome strength
and the varying ranges he can attack from
will make Silva a nightmare to nullify while
on his feet.

Silva’s first title defence looks set to be

against the winner of the Middleweight
Division of season four of ‘The Ultimate
Figher ’ and with Pete Sell, T ravis Lutter ,
Edwin Dewees or Patrick Cote left in the
competition, the Muay Thai Dream T eam
fighter looks set to keep his belt heading
into the new year .  Giving his lack of
English skills, UFC President Dana White
will be hoping any Silva victory arrives as
a result of a jaw-dropping knockout, as
the new champion’s marketability rests
solely on what he achieves in the octagon.

For Franklin, it is time to go back to the
drawing board in order to regain
confidence that was sorely lacking
against Silva.  After only receiving $21,000
in base salary for the defeat, Franklin will
also be hoping to produce impressive
performances in the remaining three
fights of his current paltry contract, in
order to secure a better deal next time
around.

Franklin may have to wait until April 9
before he can clamber back into the
octagon though after being medically
suspended by the Nevada State Athletic
Commission with a nasal fracture which
will require approval from a doctor before
he can fight again.

Meanwhile the rest of UFC 64 was a rather
drab affair , the highlight of which was
Sean Sherk muscling his way to a five
round decision victory over Kenny Florian
to capture the vacant Lightweight
Championship.

The fight was a masterclass in the art of
the double leg takedown by Sherk,
although credit must be bestowed on
Florian for his tenacity , exemplified when
he cut his foe with an elbow to the side of
the head, which bled throughout the bout.

Cheick ‘Kongo’ suffered a surprising
decision defeat to Carmello Marrerro
courtesy of the Frenchman’s inability to
defend his opponent’s takedown, while
John Fitch beat Kuniyoshi Hironaka and
Spencer Fisher recorded a fine win over
18-year-old Dan Lauzon.

By Stash Cap ar, Toronto
stash@thefightnetwork.com

Tough, hard working and market able,
these are the three adjectives that best
describe Rich ‘Ace’ Franklin.

However, none of these characteristics helped
him last Saturday against a skilled and seasoned
Brazilian striker named Anderson Silva.  While
the English speaking world watched in horror
as Franklin was annihilated, I was cheering for
Anderson: one of the best, yet most underrated
and unnoticed fighters of our time - until now.

It really is amazing how powerful marketing can
be.  How Zuffa managed to take a handsome
Cincinnati school teacher and convince the
World that he is the best middleweight out there
is truly beyond me.  How they thought he would
be able to beat, in the words of Wanderlei Silva:
“the best stand-up technician I know”, is even
more unbelievable.

Let’s forget the Xyience adverts, ‘The Ultimate
Fighter’ appearances, and all the other
propaganda and look at the facts.  Franklin was
going to win?  The same man whose greatest
tests were Evan Tanner and David Loiseau?
The same fighter who lost to an inexperienced
Ryoto Machida?   I don’t mean to insult Franklin
in any way; he was a great champion, but if
we were to base our rankings on level of
competition, he was not in the upper tier.

I believe a lesson was learnt on Saturday;  don’t
believe the hype.  I am convinced that even
Franklin knew he wouldn’t be leaving the
octagon with the belt.  The worried look on his
face, Mrs. Franklin in tears before the fight had
even begun: these were all signs of what was
to come.  I’m certain that for a split second
Franklin was cursing Zuffa for making the
American fans believe that he was a MMA God,
when in truth he is an unpredictable striker, a
decent grappler, but above all a hard worker
with infinite determination - none of which was
quite enough to beat a hungry Silva.

‘The Spider’ reminded the World that a fighter’s
greatness is measured by his skill level, and
not by the number of hours he’s had on TV.  I
have nothing against hyping up fighters -
sponsorships, adverts, TV appearances, these
aren’t just great financially; they are needed if
we want the sport to grow.  But these things
should be limited to those fighters who have
been around and had their fair share of quality
competition before making it big.  It shouldn’t
just be based on charisma.  One needs to make
sure he has a solid product before he begins
advertising it, and thankfully the UFC is slowly
starting to realise that.

In conclusion, Saturday’s main event marked a
turning point in the careers of both men.  The
journeyman Silva has finally found a home and
the respect he has deserved for so long.
Franklin was taken off his pedestal and brought
back to reality. But I have no doubt that ‘Ace’
will get up, dust himself off, and work harder
than he ever has before to live up to the hype
that the UFC so unfairly placed on his shoulders.
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By Mike Doyle, T oronto

With a striking game that’s near flawless
and solid grappling skills, Anderson Silva
appears to have all the tools necessary
to dominate the UFC’s Middleweight
Division for the immediate future.

‘The Spider ’ has long been considered a
technical genius within the mixed martial arts
community, but it’s only now he is gaining
notoriety in North America. After ruling Cage
Rage for the last couple of years, Silva decided
it was time to compete with the best the UFC
had to offer and two spectacular performances
later, he’s their new Middleweight Champion.

Silva’s defining moment occurred last Saturday
when he overwhelmed Rich Franklin in the clinch
en route to a devastating first round TKO victory.
Therefore, it’s worth investigating who the top
contenders are for Silva’s new crown that are
under contract with the UFC.

Nate Marquard t:  As decorated a fighter there
is in the Middleweight Division, he’s a seven-
time King of Pancrase, Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu black
belt and is praised for his versatility and well
roundedness.  Unfortunately, North American
fans are still waiting for Marquardt to arrive as
a true contender, due to the fact he hasn’t
shown the dominance he displayed fighting in
Japan.

Nonetheless, ‘The Great’ was featured on the
undercard of last week’s Tito Ortiz vs. Ken
Shamrock III showdown and he was finally
matched up against someone he was expected
to dominate - Crafton Wallace.  And sure enough,
once the fight went to the mat, Marquardt was
able to capitalise on his opponent’s lack of a
ground game and pulled off a second round
submission victory.

To his credit, Marquardt has never been knocked
out in his career and has shown the ability to
recover quickly when he’s been in trouble.
Those strengths may be put to the test on
December 30, when Marquardt is rumoured to
be fighting Dean Lister in a Middleweight Title
elimination bout.

Mike Swick :  The man who has developed the
moniker of ‘Quick’ is quite possibly the first
person in line to challenge the new champion.
A standout from the American Kickboxing
Academy, Swick rose to prominence in the UFC
by disposing his first four opponents with
relative ease.  Swick was in season one of
‘The Ultimate Fighter’, as a Light-Heavyweight,
but compared to when he was on the show he
is now fighting at his natural weight of 185 lbs.

Possessing lighting fast hands, the ability to
thrill fans with action packed fights and his
recent win over former number one contender
David Loiseau, is what likely puts Swick ahead
of the pack to face Silva.  However, even though
you can’t fault Swick for Loiseau’s uninspired
performance, when ‘The Crow’ decided to
show up and fight in the third round he seemed
to have his way with the reality TV star.
Nevertheless, one thing is for certain, when
Silva and Swick eventually square off you can
be sure they will both push the pace and neither

fighter will take a step backwards.

David Terrell :  Aside from Rich Franklin, Terrell
is the only contender who has already fought
for the UFC Middleweight Title. ‘The Soul
Assassin’ exploded onto the scene by knocking
out former number one contender Matt Lindland
in 24 seconds and was immediately rewarded
with a shot at the vacant title at UFC 50 against
Evan Tanner. Terrell pressed the action early
and attempted to finish the fight with a guillotine,
however Tanner escaped and took full
advantage of top position, grounding and
pounding his way to a first round stoppage.

Afterwards, Terrell was out of action for 14
months due to an elbow injury, but he made a
triumphant return to the octagon at UFC 59,
submitting WEC veteran Scott Smith in the first
round.  Terrell possesses a World of talent, but
due to injuries he only seems to compete once
a year in the UFC, most recently a sinus infection
forced him to withdraw from UFC 62.  As long
as Terrell can get over these ailments and
remain healthy, he’s a force to be reckoned
with in this division.

Rich Franklin :  The former champion is still as
formidable as any opponent at 185 lbs and to
suggest otherwise would be extremely
foolhardy.  UFC 64 was simply a case of
executing the wrong game plan, with the results
painfully clear about what happens when a
good striker clashes with a world-class striker.
Nevertheless, it was still surprising to see how
badly Franklin was controlled in the clinch,
especially considering the size and strength
advantage he held over Silva.  However, this
type of setback is nothing new for ‘Ace’, having
overcome the loss to Ryoto Machida, Franklin
made the necessary adjustments and got back
on a roll that led him to the Middleweight Title.
Once he’s fully recuperated, Franklin will be
just as much a threat as anybody in this division,
if not more so.

THE CHALLENGERS FOR THE GOLD

Who Are The Leading Contenders That Pose A Threat To The Middleweight Champion?

By Ross McT avish, Co-Editor

Doctors have confirmed that B.J. Penn did
suffer a rib injury during the second round
of his fight with UFC Welterweight
Champion Matt Hughes on September 23.

While in Las Vegas for UFC 64, Penn met with
the UFC’s orthopaedic surgeon and sports
medicine doctor in Las Vegas and their study
of the Hawaiian revealed he had pulled muscles
located inside and around the bottom right rib,
which he fractured.

Former UFC Middleweight Champion Rich
Franklin underwent surgery on Thursday
to help cure the broken nose he suffered
in his loss to Anderson Silva.

The nose was initially reset in the locker room
after Saturday’s bout, but it was deemed that
Franklin had to go under the knife in order to
fully heal the injury.

At the press conference following last
weekend’s UFC 64 show, Ultimate
Fighting Championship President Dana
White confirmed he would take part in an
amateur boxing match with Tito Ortiz on
Friday – as per a stipulation in the Light-
Heavyweight’s current contract.

The bout will take place over three, five-minute
rounds and in the unlikely event of Ortiz being
knocked out, he would be suspended by the
Nevada State Athletic Commission for 90 days.

White also confirmed that the UFC are planning
on running five shows in the UK during the
course of 2007.

NEWS:
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The Ultimate Fighter 4 - Sundays At 10 On Bravo (UK), Thursdays At 10 On Spike (US)

REVIEW: THE ULTIMATE FIGHTER 4

By Michael Farrow, London

The ninth week of ‘The Comeback’
heralded the start of the semi-finals and
unlike in previous seasons there are no
glaringly weak combatants sti l l in the
competition or contestants yet to fight.

We begin with a review of last week’s bout
between Jorge Rivera and Patrick Côté, where
one thought persistently came to mind.  A
criticism of Rivera that I have repeatedly heard
is that he is prone to lapses in concentration
which cost him fights and that is exactly what
happened here.

If you are a seasoned veteran of his stature, a
fighter who has been the gatekeeper in the
Middleweight Division for a number years then
being caught by a swinging up-kick shows there
is a problem other than a simple flaw in
technique.

After previous visits by Rich Franklin and Chuck
Liddell, this episode’s trainer of the week was
Matt Hughes, who turned-up unannounced to
help out at the Training Centre, immediately
rendering Georges St. Pierre sheepish and shy.
It is understandable because the French-
Canadian is not as dominant a personality as
Hughes, but as the top contender for the
American’s Welterweight Championship, St.
Pierre must feel his territory is being invaded.
Hughes, meanwhile, seems to fit in like that cocky
guy who is good at everything, but will probably
give you a wedgie after showing you some
takedown defence.

A panel of Dana White, Hughes and St. Pierre
discuss the semi-final fights with the remaining
Middleweights, three of whom appear to be
quite dull.  Travis Lutter will take on anyone and
Côté and Edwin Dewees want to fight each
other.  That leaves Pete Sell to state that he will
face Lutter now, so he can fight his friend Côté
in the final.

Hughes can’t understand Lutter’s reasoning,
but personally I can’t comprehend the champion.
You should want the easier opponent now
because you have four months to prepare for
the tougher fight in final, where as just now
you are competing on the back of, at most, a
few weeks’ rest.  Alas, everybody gets the
fights they want and learn that they will get a
$100,000 contract with Xyience for a year
should they win.

The Welterweights head to the gym and as the
four team-mates travel with their heads down,
tension is evident.   When he’s called to name
who he would like to fight in his semi-final,
Serra, like the great politician he is, makes the
case for taking on Shonie Carter.  Din Thomas
sells his vision of a great fight with Chris Lytle
to the panel and Carter makes a wonderful
speech detailing why he would like to face
Thomas, because he has already defeated
Serra and Lytle.

Lytle is the easy-going nice guy and he virtually
says he’ll fight anyone, but none of the coaches
can agree on which fights to pick.  Eventually
White gives Serra his opportunity at vengeance
and decides on Serra vs. Carter and Lytle vs.
Thomas.

Hughes then takes everyone out for a sushi
dinner and proceeds to mess with St. Pierre,
who sits and passively takes the jibes because
he is not the sort to gob off.  Thomas tells GSP
to “kick his aaaaaaass” leading Hughes to turn
on him as well, which forces Thomas to back
down.

Some might say Hughes pointing out that Thomas
has big lips is racist.  If Hughes deliberately
used a racial slur, I would understand, but
Hughes seems the sort of person who’ll just
pick on something, anything, to criticise someone
else.  Simply put, he is a bully.

For all of the fighters in the past who have
moaned about being unable to fight a friend,
they should try this one for size.  Thomas and
Lytle are not only friends, but training partners
and they have no problems going into the
octagon together.  I like Thomas, but I could not
shake off the feeling that he had bitten off more
than he could chew in facing Lytle and ultimately
that was the case.

Lytle enjoyed a comfortable victory over a man
who is better suited to fighting at Lightweight
and the Indianapolis native was just too big,
strong and aggressive for Thomas.  It was a
decent contest, but one which never caught
fire and perhaps both combatants were a touch
tentative due to the level of familiarity between
them.  This was still a notch above the level of
other bouts so far this season though and Lytle
is a worthy finalist.  Indeed, he has shown that
he can cut it as a full time fighter and has to be
favourite to win his division, whoever the
opposition in the final.

By Stuart Millard, Brighton
www.franticplanet.com

Matt Hughes : Hughes proved once again that
he can’t help but act the dick when appearing
on ‘The Ultimate Fighter’, rubbing everyone from
Georges St. Pierre to Matt Serra up the wrong
way. “The first thing that comes to mind is what
a penis,” said Serra, and based on the actions
of this episode, you’d be hard pushed to
disagree.  Penis Hughes even went so far as
to make a “blacks have big lips” comment that
was straight out of the 50’s.  Rumours that he
tried to make Shonie Carter sit at the back of the
Team Mojo bus before offering Gideon Ray a
slice of delicious watermelon are completely
unfounded.

Serra’s Weekly Wisdom : Back on the
Hughes is a dong train of thought, Serra asked
“when you get the belt, does that give you a
licence to be a penis?” ‘Licence To Be A Penis’
sounds like a porno James Bond spoof, like
‘The Man With The Golden Showers’ or ‘Dr
No...Please Stop Raping Me, You’ll Get Struck
Off The Medical Register’.

GSP: When he left the training centre, his
broken-English farewell line of “me am out of
here,” brought to mind other such simple-minded,
yet dangerous fellows as Lenny from ‘Of Mice
And Men’, ‘The Green Mile’s John Coffee, and
Chris Burke from ‘Life Goes On’, who carries a
flick knife at all times, and will throw scalding
water in your face without a second thought.

The Semi-Final Picks : My dreams of a classic
Carter vs. Serra final were crushed, and now
only one of them will be fighting for the title
shot, against one of those other non-Serra, non-
Shonie losers.  Serra remarked that the coaches
and Dana were “sat around the table like the
Jedi council,” which is appropriate, being that
footage of Team No Love training sessions
resembles a cut-scene from the ‘Mos Eisley
Cantina’ sequence.  So now I have to watch
my two boys fighting each other, and I’ll be torn
like a man standing at the top of a staircase
with his girlfriend, on his way to purchase a
new plasma TV, while she bursts into tears
and tells him she’s pregnant.  It’s a horrible state
of affairs, but all I can do is shove Serra with
my foot and yell an apology as he bounces off
the concrete steps and comes to a mangled
stop at the bottom of the stairwell. “We can try
for a family later, Matt, but now’s just not the
time.”

Shonie Carter : Described by Dana White as
“the guy in the speedo and the huge cup,”
Carter’s speech at the semi-final meeting was
an epic, yet easygoing soliloquy touching on
Kings, peasants and claiming new lands.
Shonie looked resplendent, with more dapper
style and effortless cool than a thousand
Fonzarellis (or Fonzerellii, whichever is the
correct plural to describe more than one Fonz),
and I wished there was some loophole in the
rulebook that would allow him to perform all his
fights while wearing a zoot suit.

OPINION:
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Here are the listings for MMA and
boxing on UK TV over the coming
days:

Saturday 21st October

Eurosport 2: 8.45-10.45 PM: Kickboxing

Bravo 2: 9-3 AM: UFC

Eurosport: 10.30-12.30 AM: Fight Club

TWC: 11-12 AM: Cage Warriors

Sunday 22nd October

Men & Motors: 1.35-2.05 AM: Cage Rage

TWC: 1-2 PM: Cage Warriors

Bravo 2: 9-10 PM: UFC Unleashed

Bravo: 10-11 AM: UFC ‘The Ultimate Fighter
4 - The Comeback’

Bravo: 10-12 AM: UFC - Ortiz vs.
Shamrock III ‘The Final Chapter’

Monday 23rd October

All In Sport: 4-5 PM: IFC

Eurosport: 8-10 PM: Fight Club

Bravo 2: 10-11 PM: UFC 55 Highlights

All In Sport: 11.30-12.30 AM: IFC Uncut

By Robin Jahdi, Leeds
http://throughsilver .blogspot.com

Las Vegas (or , as my uncle would say
in his Americo-Persian accent, ‘Lost
Wages’), is the World’s capital city of
organised sin and debauchery .

While it really isn’t all casinos and showgirls
(just one small part, to be honest), it is the
gaudy flashing of light and leg for which
this great city is primarily known. It is also
famous for staging a few fights and at long
last, one of the world’s biggest fighting
names is showing up, in the hope it might
set our collective soul on fire.

That’s right; this weekend, the Japan-based
Pride Fighting Championships will be taking
a trip across the Pacific, with some of its
best fighters in tow, in the hopes of wowing
a populace that has thus far taken the
Ultimate Fighting Championship somewhere
near its heart.

Headlining the card are two bouts that pit
the cream of the modern MMA crop against
two excellent American wrestlers that have
more than made their names in mixed martial
arts. Pride Heavyweight Champion and
Heavyweight Grand Prix winner Fedor
Emelianenko will square off against former
NCAA Wrestling Champion, Olympian, twice
UFC Tournament Champion, the first UFC
Heavyweight Champion, and first ever Pride
GP Champion – none other than Mark ‘The
Hammer Coleman’.

Semi-main on this card sees current Pride
Middleweight GP Champion, the young and
excellent Mauricio ‘Shogun’ Rua, meet
Coleman’s long-time team-mate, Kevin ‘The
Monster’ Randleman. Randleman, entering
MMA later than Coleman, was a two time
Division I NCAA Champion for Ohio State
University, wrestling at 177 pounds. His
MMA career thus far has been defined by a
knockout of now Open Weight GP Champion
Mirko Filipovic, in a couple of minutes in
2004.

Also on the card are such names as former
UFC Heavyweight Champion and 2006 Open
Weight GP finalist Josh Barnett, as he faces
1996 Olympic Champion judoka and twice
judo World Champion, Pawel Nastula.

Hammer House alumnus, the outspoken Phil
Baroni , takes on Japanese boxer Yousuke
Nishijima, while Toughman veteran, and
former IBA World Super-Heavyweight
boxing Champion Eric ‘Butterbean’ Esch is,
at time of writing, set to fight kickboxer and
former pro-wrestler Sean O’Haire, due to
original opponent Mark Hunt suffering from
the dreaded visa issues.

Rounding out the confirmed card is the

meeting of former UFC wunderkind, the
resurgent Robbie Lawler, with the ever-
dangerous Joey ‘Dream Smasher’
Villasenor and Kazuhiro Nakamura’s
contest with Travis Galbraith, who is from
Edmonton, Alberta and has made his name
fighting for King Of The Cage Canada.

Before we more closely investigate the
undercard though, there are the more
pressing matters of the marquee fights.

Coleman has been given very long odds
against Emelianenko. As I write, he is +860,
which I think equates to 8/1 in old money.
Granted, pretty much nobody has a chance
against Fedor at the moment, the result
might not be that simple.

Ordinarily, an accomplished ground and
pound-based fighter with great takedowns
would have a decent chance of beating
Fedor – by raining down elbows in the
hopes of cutting the Russian.
Unfortunately for Coleman, the rules
stipulate that, as well as no stomps/soccer
kicks on downed opponents (more on that
for the next fight), elbows are also
outlawed.

I’m not being funny here, but with this rule
in place, Coleman’s chances have pretty
much gone from slim to, as Mauro Ranallo
pointed out a fortnight ago, none. Of
course, nothing is for certain in MMA
(though Fedor winning fights is as close
as we are ever likely to get), and Coleman
could win.

I check the odds again, and he’s down to
+700…

While Coleman had a recent easy victory
against Milco Voorn in Holland earlier this
year, it’s probably quite safe to say with all
due respect that Voorn is no Fedor, in terms
of avoiding submissions. Or in terms of
securing submissions from the bottom for
that matter.

Being realistic, Coleman could theoretically
injure Fedor, like he did ‘Shogun’, but that
would be akin to lightning striking twice.
Coleman could get a takedown and try to
open Fedor up with punches, rather than
elbows. I suppose the latter is the method
he’ll attempt, actually.

Fedor, on the other hand, has a lot of
avenues he can follow en route to a victory.

UK TV:

PRIDE ‘THE REAL  DEAL’ PREVIEW

Known for tailoring his attack to a specific
opponent, he could try stopping Coleman
on the feet. Conversely, he could invite
the takedown, and go for a submission
again.

Perhaps, having not fought in nearly a
year, Fedor might have ring rust; he would
need to be nearly totally corroded for that
to make a big difference here though.
Maybe the reason why he fights so little
nowadays is because his hand is
damaged in such a way that it cannot fully
heal, hence the numerous layoffs.
Regardless, if I was a betting man, I’d have
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to go with Fedor – however long the odds.

More interesting is the meeting between a man
who has lost to Coleman and a man who has
lost to Fedor. The odds on this tilt are closer
than those of Fedor vs. Coleman and rightly so.

Not wanting to besmirch the name of Hammer
House, but Randleman has always seemed to
me as though he’d be pretty unstoppable; if
only he was with an elite team. Being a mark,
perhaps the Hammer House was the best team
for him, but I can’t help but imagine what he
might be like if he’d spent the last few years
with Team Quest or under Pat Miletich’s tutelage.

Randleman has to easily be one of the best
wrestlers in MMA who actually uses those skills
in the context of the sport. When prepared fully,
he throws punches with intell igence and
accuracy, as evinced by his demolition of
Filipovic. This is a man who, soon after the
tragic loss of his father, took on the greatest
MMA fighter in the World, overpowered him,
and threw him on his head.

That Randleman did not win the fight merely
speaks volumes of Fedor’s near-inhuman
capacity for enduring physical damage.
Interviewed recently on his upcoming fight,
Randleman boasted that “‘Shogun’ ain’t gonna
last that throw”.

In this interview, Randleman went into detail
about how focused he is for this fight, and
how he has employed such a work ethic that
he will be impossible to beat. To be quite honest,
his delivery was very convincing.

However, let’s turn our attention, for a moment,
to ‘Shogun’. Here is a man who, in the space of
a few months, laid waste to Quinton Jackson,
beat Antonio Rogerio Nogueira, and steamrolled
the combination of Alistair Overeem and Ricardo
Arona in the same night. As a man who could
both knock opponents out and last on the ground
against a Nogueira, his rise seemed
unstoppable.

Unstoppable, that is, until he entered into the
aforementioned Open Weight fight with
Coleman, in which Rua injured himself while
trying to defend a takedown. After time to heal,
he returned against noted striker Cyril Diabate.
A clear and brutal victory assured the MMA
world that Rua was back.

But is he ready for a determined Randleman?
The accomplished wrestler assures the World
that he’ll be looking to stand and throw leather
with the Brazilian, and a takedown seems logical
at some point in the fight. However, a similar
accident as befell ‘Shogun’ in the past seems
rather unlikely

Rua has to be the favourite here as he is just so
talented, has improved even in the last year,
and genuinely seems like an elite fighter. That
said, the last time I checked, Randleman was
+266. This combined with his determination,
strength, wrestling ability and hard fists, would
mean it might be wise to put some money on
Black on this particular game of roulette.

“If the fight goes more than five minutes,
‘Shogun’ and I aren’t doing our job”, Randleman
insisted. I don’t think he has anything to worry
about in that regard.

In what is another mismatch on paper, it’s going
to be hard to mount an argument for Nastula
beating Barnett. While Filipovic seems to be the
American’s kryptonite, Barnett fares very well
against everyone else.

Rather telling is that Nastula’s first two losses
in MMA (in his first two MMA bouts) came at the
hands of Rodrigo Nogueira and Aleksander
Emelianenko. Of course, there is no shame in
losing to such respectively skilled and powerful
fighters, but it is rather telling that Barnett was
recently victorious over both men during the
Open Weight Grand Prix. Add to that his other
GP win, over Mark Hunt, and Barnett is the
heavy favourite.

Comparison of records aside, what does each
man bring to the table? Nastula recently enjoyed
his first MMA win in dominating style against
the impressive Edson Drago, displaying
predictably excellent grappling skill in the
process; it is this that will be Nastula’s greatest,
and possibly only, weapon in this battle.

Barnett, occasionally frustrating (he should

have beaten the likes of Yuki Kondo and
Nakamura more easily than he did  (perhaps
this was his professed desire to entertain taking
priority over the urge to win) in the past, has
shown in consecutive matches that he can
withstand onslaughts of striking, secure
submissions and even grapple with the best in
the World.

While Barnett obviously cannot match Nastula
for pure grappling credentials, his use of
submissions in the context of MMA, coupled
with a pair of heavy hands, should leave Nastula
low on chips this weekend.

Vitor Belfort, bless his soul, is one fighter who
is hard to bet on. With obliterating victories over
the likes of Wanderlei Silva and Marvin Eastman,
his personal and professional trials and
tribulations have resulted in a career more
frustrating than it has been successful.

Despite, or perhaps due to this, Belfort has an
incredibly passionate and loyal fanbase, willing
him to enjoy success in MMA. He will have his
work cut out for him on this show though, as
he will be standing in the opposite corner of
current Pride Welterweight Champion, Dan
Henderson.

Fighting out of the much respected Team Quest
gym, Henderson (after initial stumbles like his
very quick loss to Frank Shamrock) made a name
for himself by taking on the best. Win or lose,
he has taken the fight to the Nogueira brothers,
Silva and Arona, that fighting instinct taking him
to the title, when he dropped to a more natural
weight of 183 pounds.

Which is why it seems odd that Henderson took
on this match, Belfort alternating between
Heavyweight and 205 lbs for his fights. That is
not to say Henderson is necessarily outmatched
– he has excellent wrestling skills and his right
hand could drop a white tiger (not something I
would recommend, but here’s hoping you spot
the tenuous LV reference).

In recent fights, Henderson has seemed rather
too reliant on this latter weapon. While it paid
dividends in a quick victory over Ryo Chonan,
his wait-and-see approach led to a
disappointing loss against Kazuo Misaki.

Belfort is likely to want a quick end to the match,
as he tends to suffer if he can’t put an opponent
away quickly (as evinced in his fight with Tito
Ortiz). Perhaps due to this, and Belfort’s own
boxing trained hands, Henderson might be
motivated to follow a more aggressive strategy
in this fight. This is another bout that will either
be an explosive KO, or a slow decision.

Another contest which fills that bill is the
impending battle between Baroni and Nishijima.
Baroni has possibly the most dangerous
punches at the weight but, as Nishijima showed
the World when he fought Hunt, the boxer has
good head movement that can keep him out of
too much danger.

However, Baroni weighing in at around one
hundred pounds less than Hunt suggests he
should be throwing a bit faster and if he catches
someone (Chonan being the prime recent
example again, sadly for him), they are usually
pretty unconscious, pretty soon.

Again, Baroni is likely to lose a lot of his lustre if
the fight goes more than a few minutes, and
Nishijima has displayed both stamina and
resilience. That said, the Japanese fighter might
be worse on the ground than Baroni, as we
recently saw when Evangelista Santos tapped
him out. And ‘Cyborg’ never taps people out.

Apparently, ‘Butterbean’ will be fighting O’Haire,
and it is not likely to be pretty. While the latter, a
former World Championship Wrestling Tag-Team
Champion, has been training in striking of late, I
find it hard to see this match being particularly
different to the time ‘Butterbean’ knocked the
living daylights out of Mike ‘I’m A Pro-Wrestler
Too’ ‘Bart Gunn’ Barton, way back in 1999 at
Wrestlemania XV.

It seems Pride has drawn up this card to display
a night of knockouts for their debut on American
soil. With elbows joining grounded kicks and
stomps on the banned list, we are likely to see
a set of slugfests – a notion likely to be
maintained by the exciting-on-paper Lawler
versus Villasenor match.

Here’s hoping a few fighters have dynamite in
their gloves, or on this autumn night we might
see Dream Stage Entertainment rolling snake
eyes.

IN FOCUS: PRIDE

Barnett (C) Dream Stage Entertainment Inc.
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SHOOTO NEWS

Shinichi ‘BJ’ Kojima became the World
Bantamweight Champion of Shooto after
choking out the reigning champion
Mamoru in just under two minutes.

Switching from what would appear to be
a failed takedown attempt in a fast spin
move while Mamoru was unbalanced,
Kojima managed to take the back of the
champion and after he secured the rear
naked choke it was good night for
Mamoru. ‘BJ’, who debuted in Shooto in
2003, made no attempt to mask his
emotions after this major win, crying with
joy as he was presented the belt.

In the main event T atsuya Kawajiri put on
an impressive performance against
Swedish veteran Per Eklund.  Kawajiri
ended up on top after a failed takedown
by Eklund and from there the Japanese
fighter controlled the action with big
punches forcing the referee to stop the
fight around the four minute mark.

Two other Swedes faced similar fates,
when Ryota Matsune secured a
submission over David Lejenäs in the
first round and T akeshi Inoue t apped out
Navid Yousefi in the second.

An aggressive Akiyo Nishiura managed
to win the stand-up battle versus Daisuke
Ishizawa in the Lightweight Rookie Final,
after taking a majority decision to become
STG Yokohama’ s third Rookie Champion
in-a-row at that weightclass.

Yuki Konishi defeated Yoshit aro Niimi for
the opportunity to face T aisuke Okuno in
the final and Ganjo T entsuku fought to a
draw with T akashi Nakakura.

Meanwhile, two excellent additions have
been made to Shooto’s card for November
11.

In a Batamweight clash, former number
one contender Yasuhiro Urushit ani will
take on Junji Ikoma, quite possibly the
best submission fighter in the World at
56 kg. While, in a Welterweight bout,
Yusuke Endo will clash with dangerous
Muay Thai striker Jin Kazeta

This will be Urushitani’s second fight in
his return to competing at 56 kg after a

brief flirtation at 60 kg. Urushitani firmly
outstruck the top-ranked Daniel Lima in
February on MARS card, then returned to
Shooto competition in September where
his firm striking led him to a decision over
Daiji Takahashi. Having previously drawn
with the newly-crowned World
Batamweight Champion Kojima, ‘Urush’
will no doubt be seeking to put himself
into title contention with a win over the
always dangerous Ikoma.

Ikoma is returning from a loss to
Masatoshi Abe in July , where Ikoma was
forced to withdraw from the bout to an
eye injury . Until that point, however , the
fight was very competitive with Ikoma
creating considerable difficulty for Abe in
the stand-up engagement, refusing Abe’s
sharp boxing ability . Ikoma, in the p ast two
years, has only lost to Abe, Mamoru, and
Urushitani. With 77% of his wins having
come via submission, Ikoma will no doubt
be looking to bring the fight to his
strength, and away from Urushtani’s
striking skills.

Kazeta has been on a good run since losing
to ‘Lion’  Takeshi Inoue in 2005 t asting
defeat only once, to Mizuto Hirota, the 2005
Shooto Rookie T ournament W elterweight
Champion. The majority of his wins were
gained due to his strong Muay Thai style,
and this will create a most entertaining
tension with the strong hands of Endo,
who’s known to punish his opponents
with his hands.

Endo, however , has also proven to be a
threat on the ground and his submission
victory over Clayton Guida in July proved
he wasn’t the same fighter who laid under
Ganjo Tetsuku for nearly three rounds. The
thought of bringing the fight to the ground
will probably not be entertained by Kazeta
and it will surely be Endo who, if in trouble
standing, will seek to take it there.

SMACKGIRL NEWS

Smackgirl’s Middleweight Division is set
to keep its momentum running into
October with two scheduled bouts on the
promotions October 21 card as Mizuho
Sato will take on Benkei, while HARUMI will
battle Hiromi Kohata.

Sato debuted for Smackgirl in February
where she armbarred HARUMI in little
under a minute. The victory earned her a
quarterfinal slot in the 2006 Next Cinderella
Tournament, where she found herself

violently excused by T -Blood’ s Miki
Morifuji.

Sato, a former Judo player on Japan’s
acclaimed University circuit, will test
herself yet again in a classic ‘striker vs.
grappler’ match. Benkei is a talented
striker who was runner-up in RISE’s
KAMINARIMON CLIMAX’06 tourney at 52 kg
this p ast September . Benkei’ s grappling
deficiency , however , should already be
well-known to Sato, as Benkei lost her
MMA debut in April to Rie Murakami via
guillotine choke.

HARUMI, as previously stated, was beaten
by Sato in February in continuance of her
losing streak of 0-2. Her initial loss was to
definite up-and-coming karate-ka Madoka
Okada in November of 2005. Her opponent,
Kohata, will be making her MMA debut.

Finally , Two new announcement s have
come down to us from the Smackgirl
Executive Committee.

The first is that Yuka Tsuji, arguably the
top female fighter in MMA  today , will return
to the ring after a four-month hiatus
inaugurated by her victory over contender
Windy T omomi in June. T suji will perform
an exhibition match alongside current
student Ayumi ‘edge’ Saito, whose young
career has seen leaps in improvement
under T suji’ s tutelage.

The second announcement is that a three-
woman grappling round robin competition
is to be featured on the card. Smackgirl
experienced much success with their
Grappling Queen T ournament in July and,
in an attempt to expand on it, have decided
to hold a series of qualifying grappling
matches  to determine next year’s
participants. The round robin will take
place at 50 kg and will feature stand-out
female combatants such as Asami Kodera,
SACHI, and Mayumi Funakoshi.

CAGE FORCE NEWS

Cage Force has announced two new fights
for their November 25 card in T okyo.

First, former KOTC champion and Shooto
veteran T akumi Nakayama will t ake on
GCM & DEEP veteran T akahashi W ataru.

Meanwhile, Pancrase veteran Osami
Shibuya will take on iranian Hossein
Ojaghi, who lost to Yoshiyuki Yoshida in
his MMA  debut at D.O.G . 7.

LIVE ROADS: JAP AN NEWS & NOTES
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By Jonathan Snowden, Washington DC

Frank Shamrock is a finisher .  That’ s why
some of his most famous fights were
hardly fights at all.  Blink and you missed
it.

Shamrock took just seconds to tap a physical
specimen like Olympic Gold Medalist Kevin
Jackson.  There wasn’t even enough time to lock
a hold on Igor Zinoviev.  But these explosive
wins aren’t the ones that mean the most to a
fighter like Shamrock, a fighter looking to grow
as an artist and as a man.

“The quick easy finishes, I raise my hand the
same and I do the same cock walk but I don’t feel
anything.  I’m disappointed when it ends like that,”
Shamrock said. 

“Because the truth is I didn’t learn anything.  I
spend all that time, do all that work and when it
ends in five or ten seconds there’s nothing gained
from it.  It’s wonderful and gratifying (to win
quickly in fifteen seconds) but I got into the fighting
game to study the art of fighting.  I diligently sat
down to study and made it my life.  It’s my lifestyle,
what I do, how I live my life.  It’s those kinds of
fights (the tough ones) that make me realise who
I am and at the end of the day how much I can
take and how much I can dish out.  I think that
says volumes about the art of fighting.”

And that’s why Shamrock’s favourite fight isn’t
the famous armbar that made the World’s best
wrestler tap the mat.  It isn’t the fight with the
textbook takedown so powerful it shattered a
collarbone.  Shamrock’s favourite fight was his
toughest, a fight with a man not afraid to stare
death in the eye.  A man who would, in his own

words, rather die than tap out.

“There is no better way to die, than to die
in the midst of a battle, fighting to the very
end......like a man.” - Enson Inoue

Inoue is a legend in his own right, not because
of his modest 11-8 record, but because of the
way he approaches the fight game.  He’s like
Shamrock in a way, interested in fighting for
the experience you gain testing yourself against
another man.  Fearless in the ring, Inoue never
tries to avoid his opponent’s strengths.  He
prefers to face them head on.  Igor Vovchancin? 
Let’s slug it out and see who’s left standing. 
Antonio Rodrigo Noguiera?  Let’s take it to the
mat. 

“I knew quite a bit about Enson.  We grew up in
similar circumstances in the fight game.  It was
a big fight for me, not only the fight itself, but
the winner of that fight was going to fight Kevin
Jackson (to be the) first Middleweight Champion

in the UFC.  There was a lot riding on that fight,”
Shamrock said. 

“When I took it I knew how difficult it would be.”

It was a Gracie trained black belt in Brazillian
Jiu-Jitsu taking on the Lion’s Den’s elite.  The
first match-up of its kind since Ken Shamrock
and Royce Gracie put the crowd to sleep at
UFC 5 in Charlotte.  Everyone at the time
expected a ground battle for the ages.  Instead
it was a war.

Shamrock said: “I saw his style and I saw his
game, but I thought that I could beat him by way
of attrition and also with my clinch fighting
which I had developed shortly before that (with
Maurice Smith). Enson is the toughest guy I’ve
ever fought and I say that because at my best
he came the closest to beating me or having the
opportunity to beat me.”

“War does not determine who is right -
only who is left.” - Bertrand Russell

To be honest, the first round of the fight is less
than scintillating.  Scoring on points Shamrock

took the round with five minutes of tepid ground
and pound and two minutes of leg kicks to the
prone Inoue.  It’s in the second round that the
feeling out process is complete and the action
picks up steam. 

If you’ve never grappled it may be hard to
appreciate Shamrock’s persistent defence in
this fight.  Inoue took the mount and Shamrock
held him close for five solid minutes, preventing
Inoue from doing significant damage.  Inoue tried
every trick in the book, but Shamrock maintained
an iron grip on Inoue’s back.  Looking back, it
ranks with Maurice Smith’s textbook hand
control against Mark Coleman as the definitive
ground defence of the 1990’s. 

When he was finally able to reverse
Inoue, Shamrock had the bigger and stronger
man right where he wanted him.  Although Inoue
was a huge puncher with dangerous looping
combinations, Shamrock’s new training partner
in Smith had him ready.

“I expected and encouraged the stand-up fight.
I was just getting my striking down, just starting
to understand it,” Shamrock said. 

Frank Shamrock With Two Of The Many Titles He Won (C) www.frankshamrock.com

FRANK SHAMROCK INTERVIEW

SHAMROCK: THE PANCRASE YEARS

”
“Things won are done, joy’s soul lies
in the doing.” - William Shakespeare“
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“My distance wasn’t correct yet and Enson
does have good flowing combinations of strikes,
but I noticed a weakness in his style in the
clinch game so I prepared pretty heavily for
that.”

Shamrock stayed true to his game plan despite
a withering Inoue attack.  In the clinch he looked
to knee and kick the leg, never trying for the
takedown that in the past would have been his
first option.

“All of my techniques were designed to
neutralise the ground game, close the distance
on the stand-up and fight on the inside where I
knew he lacked conditioning and he lacked
power,” Shamrock said. 

 “When I fought Enson he was 208 pounds and
I was 190 pounds.  Every time he would hit me
he would knock me all the way across the ring.”

Eventually the strikes in the clinch journeyed
north, targeting the head instead of the legs
and bodies.  Sometimes it’s the accumulation of
blows that ends a fight.  On this night it was,
instead, the proverbial shot on the button.  Inoue
toppled to the mat, unconscious and unaware
of the chaos that followed.

“No excellent soul is exempt from a
mixture of madness.” - Aristotle

The referee began a ten count, but it looked to
be perfunctory.  Inoue was out cold, like Steve
Judson after a Brad Kohler haymaker.  But the
count never made it past two because Enson’s
younger brother Egan Inoue came sprinting
across the ring to tackle a stunned Shamrock
to the ground.

“That was straight out of pro wrestling.  I had
never experienced anything like that or seen
anything like that.  I understand his position, he
was scared for his brother and it

happened,” Shamrock said. 

“That was another eye opener.  I was ready
for a second fight.  I thought it was going to
keep going and I was going to keep fighting,
because I was in that mode.  Maurice came in
and kind of settled it down and Tsuyoshi
Kohsaka came in, Enson’s team spilled in there,
and I thought we’re going to have us a good old
fashioned melee.  Luckily we didn’t and
everybody calmed down.  There was so much
energy in that fight and so much emotion I think
everybody just sort of lost their mind for a
minute.”

“You can’t go home again.” - T om Wolfe

Shamrock’s journey as a martial artist was just
beginning.  With the help of Smith and Kohsaka,
Shamrock would go on to conquer the UFC’s
Middleweight Division and retire as champion. 
Not content to remain MMA’s Rocky Marciano,
Shamrock is back and ready to take on all
comers.  But not for Zuffa.

“I won’t be going back to the UFC, at least not in
the near future.  I don’t see a fit with who I am
and what I do and their business practices. 
They aren’t martial artists so my art and my
image is wasted with those people,”  Shamrock
said.  

“I think my energy and time is best spent
elsewhere building the sport and building a
strong community for the sport.  I just have a
different idea about what MMA should be and
what it should be about:  I think it should have
the morals, guidelines and structures of martial
arts:  honour, respect and discipline and I don’t
feel I get that from the UFC so I’m doing the next
thing.”

The next thing?  A fight with Phil Baroni
December 8 for the StrikeForce promotion.  A
fine way to celebrate Shamrock’s 34th birthday.

Frank Shamrock Gets Close To A Wombat In Australia (C) www.frankshamrock.com

Name:  Frank Shamrock

Born:  8/12/1972

Birthplace:  Santa Monica, CA, USA

Association:  The Alliance

Height:  5’ 11’’

Weight:  185lbs

Pro Record:  21-7-1

Full Result History:

10/3/2006 def. Cesar Gracie by KO

27/3/2003 def. Bryan Pardoe by Submission

10/12/2000 def. Elvis Sinosic by Decision

24/9/1999 def. Tito Ortiz by Submission

16/10/1998 def. John Lober by Submission

15/5/1998 def. Jeremy Horn by Submission

13/3/1998 def. Igor Zinoviev by KO

21/12/1997 def. Kevin Jackson by Submission

29/11/1997 def. Enson Inoue by DQ

26/10/1997 def. Wes Gassaway by DQ

17/1/1997 los. John Lober by Decision

15/12/1996 los. Kiuma Kunioku by Decision

7/9/1996 los. Yuki Kondo by KO

22/7/1996  def. Manabu Yamada by Submission

16/5/1996 los. Bas Rutten by TKO

8/4/1996 def. Osami Shibuya by Decision

2/3/1996 def. Ryushi Yanagisawa by Decision

28/1/1996 def. Minoru Suzuki by Submission

14/12/1995 def. Vernon White by Submission

4/11/1995 def. Masakatsu Funaki by Submission

1/9/1995 def. Takafumi Ito by Submission

23/7/1995 los. Bas Rutten by Decision

13/6/1995 def. Takaku Fuke by Submission

13/5/1995 dra. Allan Goes

8/4/1995 def. Minoru Suzuki by Submission

10/3/1995 los. Masakatsu Funaki by Submission

26/1/1995 def. Katsuomi Inagaki by Submission

16/12/1994 los. Manabu Yamada by Submission

16/12/1994 def. Bas Rutten by Decision

CAREER:
FRANK SHAMROCK INTERVIEW


