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Ken Shamrock - Beaten By Tito Ortiz On Tuesday (C) Dream Stage Entertainment Inc.

By Tommy Hackett, Seattle

It has been thirteen years in the making
but it looks like the time has finally come.
When asked about retirement, ‘The
World’s Most Dangerous Man’ Ken
Shamrock said, “yeah, this is probably it”
immediately following T uesday’s third
straight one-sided loss at the hands of
his old nemesis Tito Ortiz.

It was an odd sight for long-time fans. Shamrock
heard boos aplenty on the way to the cage, but
has never looked more relaxed as he danced
up the aisle. He stood across the octagon from
Tito and | noticed the absence of his customary
intense stare, a tactic he would even offer
pointers on in his 1998 book, ‘Inside the Lion’s
Den’. There were also none of the sudden fits
of yelling that he used in Pancrase to herald a
victory, an odd habit which would become a

By Michael Farrow

If the cage is their stage, then it would
seem that mainstream America is
becoming the Ultimate Fighting
Championship’s audience, as Ken
Shamrock and Tito Ortiz fought in front of
a record viewing public for a UFC bout on
Tuesday evening.

Built on a feud spanning seven years, the
warring duo appeared to bury their hatchet after
Ortiz defeated Shamrock for the third time - the
second occasion in just over two months. But
did it not all feel a little, well... false? Essentially
the match was entirely predictable and anti-
climatic, used only as a way of getting the UFC
brand over to as wide an audience as possible.

What about the aftermath though? Well, that
was altogether more interesting — while still
coming across as completely artificial. From
how long Shamrock stayed down after the fight
was halted, to the post-match interviews,
nothing seemed right. The losing combatant
appeared to be on his feet awfully quickly after
Ortiz got caught up in the moment and
disrespectfully gave him a double ‘good-luck
sign’ following his usual grave digging
celebration.

Ortiz, who stated that he would not shake
Shamrock’s hand if it was offered to him after
the bout, was about as true to his word as
disgraced politician Jeffrey Archer as he made
good with his foe, although one could argue he
appeared to do so begrudgingly.

Perhaps Ortiz wanted to be magnanimous in
victory, but he is still going to get grief from UFC
President Dana White, after plugging his
sponsors, saying his showpiece boxing match
with White is going to be a pay-per-view and
getting his big head in Shamrock’s post-match
interview.

However, this was all tremendously entertaining
and who needs Wanderlei Silva when they
have a one man hype machine in ‘Ol Beach Ball
Head'’ to fight Chuck Liddell in a bout which will
make the UFC enough money to literally fill a
swimming pool in December?

Overall, this was a good night for the UFC and
not just because of the 3.1 US television rating.
The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel proved to be a
fine venue with a lively crowd and surely this
is the blueprint for future ‘Fight Night' shows.
Get them out of Vegas and around the country,
opening up new markets like Houston or
returning to old stomping grounds such as New
Jersey. That, coupled with the feel of this show,
which was a lot less gaudy and corporate than
| feared, is definitely the future for the UFC.
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trademark in his WWF days. When the camera
panned over to Ortiz’s girlfriend, pornographic
starlet Jenna Jameson, | was reminded of how
both men were once players in this niche sport,
but are now big multi-million dollar stars with
marriages long since shattered.

In between the bells, Shamrock has forged a
26-12-2 record in what might be called an up
and down career, but ultimately it's a hugely
successful one. He’'s drawn as much attention
to the sport as any practitioner. The premier
showdown between Shamrock and Ortiz in
2002 was the first fight that ZUFFA publicly
released its pay-per-view numbers for after
toiling in obscurity since purchasing the UFC —
showing the scale of this feud compared to
other fights. Ortiz would dominate Shamrock
then, in a bout too one sided to be a candidate
for fight of the year, but it was undoubtedly the
most important contest in US MMA history.

Unfortunately this edition offered no
improvement as Shamrock would again have
no answer for Ortiz's ground and pound
assault, but he had the good sense to answer
the Huntingdon Beach fighter’s usual post bout
antics — a poor attempt at a Ram Muay followed
by flicking off Ken’'s corner — by stepping
forward and burying the hatchet once and for
all. Shamrock’s fans can take heart that it was
their man who extended his hand to end the
feud.

And to all the so-called haters of Shamrock and
the Lion’s Den? | think you can officially retire
your jokes about the mutton chops he’s been
sporting lately, or the purple cape and the
speedos of his early UFC days. Sorry, but you'll
likely just have to forgive and forget his boasts
of beating Royce Gracie’'s “monkey ass” and
“stealing his warrior spirit” after what was
mostly a listless draw in their second fight.
Remember the time Shamrock did commentary

on his Pancrase match with Matt Hume and tried
to sell the Northern Lights Suplex as a legitimate
move? How about all the fiascos on ‘The
Ultimate Fighter 3’, where his dated ideas on
the sport alienated all of his fighters? Oh, yeah,
me neither really, I've moved on.

The truth is we owe Shamrock a lot more than
that. The man who began doing Toughman
competitions almost twenty years ago (where
he reportedly earned the nickname ‘One Punch’
for his quick knockouts) has helped establish
our sport. If he hadn’t oversold the product, if
he hadn’t cut his teeth in professional wrestling
as ‘Vinnie Torelli’ before segueing into more

In three bouts with Ortiz, he afforded
just one highlight, a right hand which
staggered Ortiz in the opening
stanza of their first meeting.

legitimate competition on the Pancrase circuit,
maybe | wouldn’t be typing these words.

Shamrock’s combination of bravado and
physicality has always drawn attention. After
being crowned the first King of Pancrase, he
carried the UFC in Gracie's absence, earning
decisive wins over Dan Severn and Kimo
Leopoldo. Sure, there was also the lousy
slapfest in his rematch with Severn and the
slow draw with Oleg Taktarov, but the fans
kept believing in him, and he won more often
than not. It's a fact mostly forgotten now, but
his fights in PRIDE were some of the best of the
day in that promotion. The Kazuyuki Fujita

contest in 2000 was the second best fight of
PRIDE 8 in this observer’s opinion, and his bout
with Don Frye two years later highlighted PRIDE
19. He lost both, and his performances have
continued to diminish. This latest finish wasn't
difficult to predict.

If this is it, then Shamrock’s career ended with
two straight losses to Ortiz and in fact, ‘The
World’s Most Dangerous Man’ won only two of
his final nine fights. In three bouts with Ortiz,
he afforded just one highlight, a right hand which
staggered Ortiz in the opening stanza of their
first meeting. But, he gets the last laugh. It has
been reported that ‘Ortiz vs. Shamrock: The
Final Chapter’ earned a staggering 3.1 rating on
Spike TV, drawing in 4.2 million viewers overall.
That's more than either of the two WWE shows
last week and the actual main event was
watched by 5.7 million viewers in total.

The demographic breakdown was even more
impressive: Shamrock’s last stand did a 9.7
rating in males aged between 25-34 and an 8.0
rating in males aged 18-34, which is more than
any program on broadcast or cable television
that day. The fight broke the old UFC quarter
hour viewership record held by the fantastic
Stephan Bonnar versus Forrest Griffin bout by
about two million viewers. It also broke the Spike
TV website’s one day unique viewer record.
It's all absolutely phenomenal and none of it
could have been done without Shamrock.

But it's over. We think. Shamrock can be heard,
barely audibly, in a post fight interview circling
the internet which leaves a door open for a
return. | doubt the wisdom of such a venture.
As Ken said to Tito after Tuesday’s brawl, “we
made a lot of money together”. Here's a toast
to a man who | didn't always agree with, but
made the sport a better one, and here’s a hoping
that he leaves that same sport behind - now is
the time for Shamrock to hang up his gloves.

CAGE RAGE 19 CARD ANNOUNCED

By Ross McT avish, Co-Editor

In a mixed week for Cage Rage
Championships, the British promotion
revealed a marked increase in attendance
at their shows, confirmed five bouts for
their next event and effectively saw an
end to their fractious relationship with
Cage Warriors Fighting Championships.

After it was officially announced that Cage
Rage 19 would take place at Earl’'s Court on
Saturday December 9, the London based
organisation reflected on the fact that six
months ago they were running in Wembley
Conference Centre to 2,800 fans.

Now, three shows later, including two sell-out
cards at Wembley Arena, Cage Rage have
experience a 150% rise in the number of tickets
sold for their live events — much to the delight
of co-promoter Andy Geer.

He said: “For the last two Wembley shows
we've pulled in some big names. We just hope
that we continue to put on the best shows for
true MMA fans, as well as encouraging a new
audience to help the sport grow.”

Cage Rage will end the year with their biggest

card to date and have confirmed that the show,
entitled ‘Fearless’, will be headlined by American
boxer Eric ‘Butterbean’ Esch facing British
Heavyweight Champion Rob Broughton. In other
signed bouts, Mark Weir’s British Middleweight
Title will be on the line against Zelg Galesic,
Robert Berry will fight Wesley Correira, Elvis
Sinosic is set to take on Mark Epstein, while
Arni Isaksson will meet Jean Silva.

Dave O’Donnell, who alongside Geer is in charge
of Cage Rage, was understandably excited by
the contests lined-up so far and stated: “As
Cage Rage grows, so does our reputation within
MMA as a top world player and we’ll keep
pushing for the big names to put the British
fighters out there at the next level”.

However, O’Donnell ran into controversy later
on this week, after outlining his thoughts on the
tense situation between Cage Rage and Cage
Warriors in a post on the Northern English
promotion’s website forum.

While the two companies have tried to reach a
level of understanding in the past, that nhow
seems to be out of the window, as each
organisation grows ever more exasperated at
the other’s supposed inflammatory antics. On
Wednesday, O’Donnell moved to tell his side of

the story and it certainly made for interesting
reading.

Among other things the Cage Rage matchmaker
said: “As with any successful endeavour you
will inevitably have those, who through their
own sense of inadequacy, will attempt to
undermine you at every quarter. We are no
exception to this rule, and have snapping at our
ankles, an unrepressed mongrel in the form of
a certain Dougie ‘Man Of The People’ Truman
[Cage Warriors’ President]. Regrettably this self-
indulgent nonentity is not alone in his quest to
bring ruin upon the Cage Rage brand but is
incompetently assisted by two other backward
imbeciles who together form the promotion team
better known as Internet Warrior promotions.
Sorry slip of the tongue, Cage Warriors
promotions.

“At every opportunity this trio of scheming
manipulators attempt to damage the good name
we have built up on the international stage, for
no other apparent reason than jealousy. It would
be easier to understand if Internet Warrior
promotions could be considered our rivals. But
with a staggeringly unremarkable attendance
of approximately 400 at their last show and
8325 at ours, it is plain to see that this is simply

not the case”.
www.total-mma.com




THE FORGORTTEN PHENOMENON

Anderson Silva (Left) W ill Meet Rich Franklin (Right)

By Stash Capar of The Fight Network
stash@thefightnetwork.com

It has definitely been a rough road for
Anderson Silva. Although true followers

of the sport have always considered ‘The

Spider’ a Top Ten Middleweight, his name
is still relatively unknown in North

America.

Alas, Anderson is the Maserati of mixed martial
arts; just as good if not better than Ferrari, but
unknown except among the true fans (before
any car enthusiasts out there start talking about
how Maserati is well known, | would like to
point out that my spell check doesn’t even
recognise it). Silva was never exactly in the
MMA spotlight, but on Saturday night that may
all very well change.

Wanderlei Silva, Assuerio Silva, Anderson Silva,
‘Pele’ Landi-Jons and Murilo ‘Ninja’ Rua — this
used to be the original all-star Chuteboxe team.
Back then, the mere mention of Chuteboxe was
enough to strike terror into the hearts of lesser
fighters. Japanese mothers would hide their
children from the eyes of these Brazilians, and
fans from the Orient praised them to cult-like
levels. On the outside, the Chuteboxe team
appeared to be a family (although none of the
Silvas are actually related) but there were
problems brewing deep under the surface ever
since Chuteboxe came to PRIDE Fighting
Championships. Although each fighter on the
Chuteboxe team was absolutely spectacular
and deserved to be recognised, at that time
there just weren’t enough roles for everyone
to play. The town wasn’t big enough for all of

them.

Wanderlei Silva, the PRIDE Middleweight
Champion and public face of Chuteboxe, had
his place, with ‘Ninja’ Rua as his gatekeeper.
The monstrous Assuerio was the team’s
heavyweight contender, but because of a lack
of any lighter weight divisions, Anderson floated
around, unsure of his role in Japan. With this
kind of foundation, the team was off to a rocky
start, and when the question of money enters
this kind of situation, it has the ability to destroy
relationships. Many speculate that's what
happened with this early Chuteboxe team. For
whatever reason, Assuerio and Anderson left,
and soon after, disappeared from the eyes of
Japanese fans. Despite this, Anderson has
been keeping himself very busy over the years,
and at UFC 64 the hard work may finally pay off
as he squares up with Rich Franklin for the
UFC Middleweight Title.

For the sake of space | will ignore the
controversial nature of this bout. The fight really
shouldn’t be happening due to Franklin’s injuries,
but if the champion must compete, then I'm glad
it's against an opponent of Anderson’s skill level.
Theoretically, this bout should be a technical
wonder. Your humble columnist would even
go so far as to say that it will probably be the
most technical stand-up battle in the history of
the UFC - a battle that | believe Anderson will
win, and I'm not just saying that because I'll be
a poorer man if he doesn't.

Assuming that the fight stays on its feet, |
foresee Anderson outclassing Rich. ‘The
Spider’ makes full use of his range, his striking

At UFC 64 On Saturday (C) Robin Jahdi - http://throughsilver

.blogspot.com

is precise, accurate, and efficient. He never
throws more shots than needed and he has a
wider set of tools than Franklin. Competition
wise, Anderson has defeated a list of
respectable combatants including Carlos
Newton, Jeremy Horn, Hayato Sakurai, and Lee
Murray. The only competition Franklin’s had
that's even close to that level is Evan Tanner
and David Loiseau.

Of course every fight has its wild card, and
this one is no exception. In fact, in a way it has
two wild cards. The first is the ground factor.
Rarely do we see Franklin or Silva on the
canvas, but both of them have highly stylized
ground games. Rich definitely has superior top
positioning, while Anderson is pretty mean from
his back. He’s one of the few fighters who has
legs long and flexible enough to get a triangle
body lock going from the guard. The second
factor is the size difference. | have a feeling
that when Franklin enters the Octagon on
Saturday he will simply dwarf Silva and an
imbalance of power will become imminent.

Yes, it has been a long winding road for ‘The
Spider’. After staying in Wanderlei and ‘Ninja’s
shadows, after leaving Chuteboxe and fighting
for smaller promotions, after proving himself
over and over again in Cage Rage, Anderson
has finally received his shot at fame and
eventually fortune. The World may very well
be in for a shock at UFC 64 and American fans
may finally come to the realisation that mixed
martial arts talent not only exists, but is plentiful
beyond the United States of America. For this
possibility alone, I'll pay the $40 pay-per-view
price for UFC 64.

www.total-mma.com




DAVE LEE INTERVIEW

‘IF ONLY..."

By Ally Clark

At UFC 63, Dave Lee became the latest in
a long line of Brits to grace the hallowed

octagon and although he lost to highly-

rated Tyson Griffin af ter only two minutes,
Lee came out with his head held high and

was left thinking ‘if only...’

Lee had won four fights in-a-row in British
promotion Cage Rage when he learned of the
Ultimate Fighting Championship’s interest, after
challenging the man who wanted to become
his manager to provide him with an offer worth
consideration.

“l was in the process of fighting on Cage Rage’s
shows when Daniel Cox approached me and
asked whether | would like him to be my
manager, said Lee.

“But at first | was not too taken by the idea
because | didn’t want to be dishing out money
to someone else. So | told Dan to bring something
to the table and then we would negotiate, which
led to him saying that he would be able to get
me a fight in the USA. | think we both imagined
that it would be on one of the smaller shows
though. When he came back and said the UFC
were interested, | didn’t believe him because
people are always trying to blow smoke up your
butt in business. However, it transpired that
they had asked me to fight at UFC 63 and | had
to accept their offer, because at 28-years-old
if I had turned them down, they may never have
given me another chance.”

Even after the fight was confirmed, Lee still
couldn’t believe that he was getting this
opportunity. “I was never in the mindset of
fighting in the UFC and it was a dream - a very
distant one at that”, said the Londoner.

A few days before UFC 63, an excited Lee
flew out to California, even bumping into the
winner of the Light-Heavyweight division in the
third season of ‘The Ultimate Fighter’, fellow
Brit Michael Bisping, on the aeroplane.

“It was an eleven hour flight to get there,
followed by a two hour car journey and then
we were straight into making sure my
paperwork was right”, explained Lee. But as
exhausting as it sounds, his day still wasn’t
over.

“After a rest it was time for a video shoot and
then finally | was able to go to bed for the night.
It was actually quite lucky that | wasn’t on the
main card, because | had time off the next day
and for the other fighters, it was a press
conference”.

With any sport, there will be those involved at
the top who think they are God's very own gift
to mankind and Lee quickly noticed that the UFC
wasn't any different. “There were guys walking
around with their chest puffed out who had a
bit of an ego, but it wasn’t so much the fighters,
rather their friends or cornermen - people who
get wrapped up in the whole competition aspect
far too easily”, said Lee.

“It's amazing what bright lights and winning
fights can do for somebody, but ego is a part of

Dave Lee’s Magic Knee (C) Zuf fa, LLC & Robin Jahdi - http://throughsilver

life and there’s always guys at the top who will
be as down to earth as everybody else.
Because | was fighting on the show | think | got
a bit more respect than other people would have
received if they walked past the established
fighters and it was nice to get to have B.J. Penn
nod his head at me and to get into short
conversations with people.”

The next night, after meeting some of UFC’s
greatest combatants, it was time for Lee to
make his octagon debut. As we’'ve witnessed
many times before, UFC new boys don’t want
to hold back, because if they do, chances are
they won't get a recall. Lee was no different,

If 1 hadn’t gone for the flying knee
then | wouldn’t have a great picture
of my time in the UFC... | now have
it on my wall at home.

stating that “with the UFC, you have to throw
something out there and | didn’t want to be
reserved.”

Lee’s opponent had arrived in the UFC around
a ton of hype. Griffin had already fought seven
times beforehand and won every single bout.
He defeated highly rated lightweight Urijah
Faber and former UFC star Duane Ludwig, so
the Brit knew that he wasn't in for an easy ride.

He said: “l was aware that Tyson is a good
wrestler and the plan was to stay out of his
range. But after the fight started, | could see
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DAVE LEE'S UFC DEBUT
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him dropping his hands. So | thought for a
minute, then said to myself ‘screw it, I'm going
for a flying knee’, which as it turns out, might
not have been the best idea”

Lee’s attempted flying knee only put Tyson in a
better position to finish the fight and in the end
he forced the former musician to submit with a
rear naked choke.

“When you look back at a fight you always
wonder if you could have done things
differently, but if | hadn’t gone for the flying
knee then | wouldn’t have a great picture of my
time in the UFC. On the plus side, | now have it
on my wall at home with a caption underneath
saying ‘If Only...”

Lee summed up his performance by saying. “I
was too relaxed when he was on my back and
| should have exploded out of the position, but
he is strong and his short legs made it tough for
me to move.”

It was only natural that Lee would shoot holes
in his performance, but it could well be Lee’s
attitude and professionalism that will see him
compete in octagon again, and the UFC agree.
Matchmaker Joe Silva has already had words
with Lee’s manager about the possibility of the
Englishman fighting in December, much to Lee’s
delight.

He said: “Dan has been speaking with Joe Silva
and they are thinking of bringing me back,
possibly in December. UFC seem to like guys
that will come out and fight anybody and at
times | think | should have knocked back the
fight with Tyson, but in the long run maybe it'll
turn out to be the best decision of my career”.

If Lee does make a return to UFC, this time,
hopefully he won't be left thinking ‘if only...’




THE UIMAE FIGHTER 4 REVIEW

REVIEW: THE ULTIMATE FIGHTER 4

The Ultimate Fighter 4 - Sundays At 10 On Bravo (UK), Thursdays At 10 On Spike (US)

By Michael Farrow

Over the past couple of years, in particular
since the Ultimate Fighting Championship
significantly increased the number of
their shows following the success of the
debut season of ‘The Ultimate Fighter’,
we have seen the organisation promote
a number of bouts that have hardly set
the world alight.

However, if Patrick Coté and Jorge Rivera fought
on a UFC pay-per-view broadcast the contest
would not look out of place in the middle of the
card and as they were set to lock horns on the
eighth episode of ‘The Comeback’, we were
surely about to witness the most-credible
‘Ultimate Fighter’ bout ever.

To start this week’s programme we went over
the contest between Matt Serra and Pete Spratt
which aired seven days ago. To my
astonishment, nobody uttered the words ‘loss
of concentration and performance’ when talking
about Spratt's showing — which is exactly what
he did.

We were informed prior to this episode that
Shonie Carter would be at the centre of
controversy due to his attempts to train with
Team No Love and when ‘Mr. International’
clambered into their van as it was about to head
to the training centre, the Blue Team reacted
very badly.

Carter proceeded to talk smack about everything
related to the show while repeatedly saying
that he didn’t “give a fuck about anything”. So
much so that when his supposed comrades
from Team Mojo turned up to train only to find
Team No Love still in the building because they
thought Carter was spying on them, the 34-
year-old groveled to the unelected Mojo chief
Serra, who accepted him back into the fold.

This whole section made me re-evaluate my
stance on Carter, which had been extremely
favourable to date. Am | now a ‘playahater’?

Carters’s huge selfish streak is becoming
harder to stomach with each passing week and
both teams are rightfully annoyed with his antics.

The two teams later sat around the campfire at
the house, where Team Mojo traditionally
conduct fireside chats and discussed the
situation, leading to Serra stating that he had
given up on helping Carter.

With that out of the way, we got back to the
important matter of this week’s fight and
discovered that the loyalties of two coaches
on the show are split. Mark Dellagrotte is
Rivera’s instructor and Georges St. Pierre is a
friend and training partner of Cété. Of course,
both coaches’ opinions fall down party lines
and they expect their man to win.

After somewhat acknowledging the failings of
Rich Franklin, who did very little when asked to
visit the training centre last week, UFC President
Dana White announced the promotion’s Light-
Heavyweight Champion Chuck Liddell as the
latest guest coach. Perhaps the fact that Liddell
is not shackled by knowing that he has to fight
the winner of the Middleweight division at the
series’ finale is why he immediately proves
popular and straight away after his arrival he
begins offering advice which is well received.

We moved on to being shown a retrospective
glance at the careers of the combatants to date
and it has to be said that Coté was not blessed
with the same easing-in process to the UFC
that other fighters enjoyed, particularly as his
first bout was against Tito Ortiz. Rivera on the
other hand is somewhat of a gatekeeper as
while he defeats average opponents, he usually
loses to the leading fighters in his division.

Therefore, this bout would tell us just how good
Coté is, but he struggled in the early stages as
Rivera controlled the pace, before turning the
bout on its head when catching ‘El Conquistador’
with a desperation up-kick from the floor. That
allowed C6té to pounce on Rivera like a fat kid
eating a cup-cake and after staying active in
top position for the remainder of the stanza, the
French-Canadian could consider that he had
won the first round.

As the fight continued it was clear that Rivera’s
wind had been extracted from his sails and
when the fight went to the ground, C6té was
on top of the action for the first two minutes.
Despite Rivera scoring a sweep, C6té remained
in charge of the fight and even looked better on
his feet than the American, as Rivera, who has
strong kickboxing skills, fell out of contention.

It may not have been the best bout ever, but it
was a convincing battle between two evenly-
matched fighters, showing how difficult it is to
separate the top contestants this season and
decide who are the favourites to win the
Welterweight and Middleweight crowns.
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By Stuart Millard

Shonie Carter : After last week’s disgraceful
lack of Shonie, this week ‘The Comeback’ was
pimped to the nines. | was so pleased when
Carter and Matt Serra made up after their
disagreement, as I'd hate to have to turn on
Serra. As much as | love ‘The Terror’, at this
point there’s nobody alive that I'd side with over
‘Mr. International’. If he asked me to, I'd push my
own mother off of a balcony. Of course, later
on, that shit-stirrer Jorge Rivera had to rake up
trouble between the two, damn him.

Quotage : “When you tiptoe with danger and
play with the devil, you'd better feed him with a
long handled spoon.” How can you not love
Carter? If you don't, I'll spit in your face with a
flourish. He even sleeps holding a pimp-cane.

Team No Love : For the third time this season,
‘TNL’ found an excuse to lie around on the floor
of the gym, all because Shonie had joined in
with their training session. Maybe it's time to
call in that doctor who looks like Tori Amos’
mother and have them all diagnosed with Chronic
Fatigue Syndrome.

Jorge Rivera : Some may call him George, while
others pronounce his name as though they
were jovially greeting a hooker, but no matter
how you address him, Rivera is one miserable
motherfucker. As if his constant whinging
wasn't enough, he gruffly tried to create a rift
between my boys Shonie and Serra, which puts
him up there with Bobby Southworth and Josh
Koscheck as my all time hated ‘TUF’ fighters.

Lee Murray : Rivera’s video package had
footage of Murray wearing a Lecter-style
restraint mask and orange prison jumpsuit.
Clearly there is no comic mileage in this.

The Fight : So far this season, Octagon Karma
has been outstanding. All the whining, annoying
idiots have been defeated at the hands of the
entertaining, amazing men. At certain points
during the fight, cornerman Serra appeared to
have morphed into a middle-aged Jewish
woman, but all joking aside, Serra is the perfect
choice for a future ‘Ultimate Fighter’ coach. He’s
such a fountain of friendly wisdom and worldly
older-brother-you-never-had encouragement.
As soon as the show ends, | want him to coach
me, not as a fighter you understand, just in life.
I'd do my shopping while wearing an earpiece,
with Serra sitting in a van parked outside,
advising me on the most appropriate things to
buy. “There’s a two for one deal on Anchor
Spreadable,” he'd say, before telling me to use
“tiny hammerfists” on the checkout girl. On the
other side of the cage, Mikey Burnett's cornering
sounded like a local hobo had wandered in,
pissed up on moonshine and saying the first
thing that came into his broken mind, although
his advice to “get those hips busy,” and “work
‘dem knees” is just begging to be sampled into
the feelgood dance hit of next summer. Come to
think of it, he does have somewhat of a Cotton
Eye Joe look about him.




IN FOCUS: USA

UFC 65, STRIKEFORCE & X-1 NEWS

USA SPONSORED BY WWW.EVOLUTIONFIGHTWEAR.COM

IN FOCUS

By Mike Doyle

What was originally scheduled to take
place in September will now headline
UFC 65: ‘Bad Intentions’, as the main
event for the Arco Arena show in
Sacramento, California on November
18 was confirmed as Matt Hughes
against Georges St. Pierre for the
Welterweight Championship.

Both Hughes and St. Pierre are coming off
victories over B.J. Penn, with Hughes
becoming the first man to ever finish Penn
inside the distance, while St. Pierre out-
duelled ‘The Prodigy’ to earn a split decision
win back in March. St. Pierre has completely
healed from the pulled groin that forced him
to withdraw from UFC 63 and will be looking
to make good on his second shot at the
Welterweight Title.

Heading into the rematch, Hughes may feel
as though he has an edge because he
stopped Penn, whereas St. Pierre was
pushed to the limit against the Hawaiian.
Yet, for what it's worth, Penn had the
champion in far more danger than St. Pierre
ever did. Not to mention that St. Pierre
recently annihilated Sean Sherk inside two
rounds while it took Hughes five rounds to
defeat Sherk by decision.

Since their first encounter in October 2004,
St. Pierre has matured as a fighter and has
received his brown belt in Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu
from the legendary Renzo Gracie.
Nonetheless, the Canadian sensation isn't
likely to submit Hughes, but he will have an
active guard to defend against the likelihood
of Hughes’ ground and pound assault.

The one factor that separates Hughes from
his opponents though is his ability to battle
through adverse situations and find a way
to win. However, St. Pierre will certainly
test him, particularly since he’ll be more
difficult to take down than he was at UFC
50, his conditioning is still superb and his
striking continues to evolve.

Due to the number of unfortunate
setbacks leading up to StrikeForce’s
Fresno, California debut on Saturday |,
only approximately 5,000 fans showed
up at the Save Mart Center - far less
then expected.

The first sign of bad news appeared when
Wesley ‘Cabbage’ Correira withdrew from
the card for medical reasons, then his
opponent Ruben Villareal dropped off with
no apparent motive and most recently
Bobby Southworth was injured in training.

The main event featured two former UFC
heavy hitters, as Paul Buentello faced mixed
martial arts’ original bad boy ‘Tank’ Abbott.

Just 43 seconds into the fight, Buentello
landed a hard right hand that signalled the
beginning of the end for Abbott, as the
referee promptly stopped the fight.
Buentello improved his record to 21-8 with
the win and revealed his strategy heading
into the bout was to be fast, be first and
counter Abbott’s wild punches by throwing
straight down the middle. ‘The Headhunter’
now has three fights remaining on his
StrikeForce contract and expects to be
competing again on December 8, along with
the rumoured showdown between Frank
Shamrock and Phil Baroni.

The most anticipated fight of the night
involved lightweights Josh Thomson and
Duane Ludwig, in a classic wrestler
versus striker contest. Thomson’s game
plan was to get the fight to the ground early
and avoid any unnecessary striking with
the K-1 veteran. However, it was Ludwig
who nearly finished the bout with an early
rear naked choke, although Thomson was
able to survive until the end of the first
round. The second stanza was typical
Thomson as he scored a takedown and
landed shots on the ground that lead to a
fight ending guillotine choke. Thomson will
now move on to face Lightweight
Champion Gilbert Melendez in December 8.

Trevor Prangley, filling in for the injured
Southworth moved up 20lbs to fight at light-
heavyweight against Anthony Ruiz.
Nevertheless, competing above his natural
weight didn’t seem to affect Prangley, as
he was able to take Ruiz down from a
clinch along the cage, which he eventually
transitioned into an armbar. Ruiz refused
submit, but that didn’t stop referee Marcos
Rosales from intervening, halting the fight
4:42 into the second round. The Ruiz camp
was outraged and protested the referee’s
decision.

In other action, Jason Von Flue ended his
two fight losing streak with a second round
submission win over Eric Wray, while
hometown favourite Casey Olson beat
Bobby Sanchez inside the first round and
Philip Perez defeated Brandon Shuey with
a triangle choke after just over a minute of
their fight.

With a main event of Kimo Leopoldo
versus Wes Sims, a promoter has
almost as good a chance of winning
the lottery as his show does of going
off without a hitch.
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Nevertheless, Friday's X-1 event saw little
controversy and after Sims saw off a rear
naked choke attempt from Leopoldo, the
American won the fight via ground and
pound at 3:21 of the first round.

The co-main event featured Hawaiian
favourite Falaniko Vitale, who was looking
to get back to winning ways after losing
his last three contests. Vitale could not
have got a better opponent than Timothy
Williams, who was 0-11, for his debut in
the Light-Heavyweight division and not
surprisingly, Vitale stopped his opponent
with strikes at 4:48 of the first round.

Here are the listings for MMA and
boxing on UK TV over the coming
days:

Saturday 14th October

Player: 9-10 PM: UFC

ITV: 9.45-12.05 AM: The Big Fight Live -
Calzaghe vs. Bika

Bravo: 10-12 AM: UFC - Ortiz vs.
Shamrock ‘The Final Chapter’

TWC: 11-12 AM: Cage Warriors
Eurosport: 11.30-12.45 AM: Pride FC
Sunday 15th October

Men & Motors: 1.35-2.05 AM: Cage Rage
Player: 9-10 PM: UFC

Bravo: 10-11 AM: UFC 'The Ultimate Fighter
4 - The Comeback’

Bravo: 11-2 AM: UFC 64 - Franklin vs. Silva
Monday 16th October

All In Sport: 4-5 PM: IFC

Eurosport: 8-10 PM: Fight Club

Player: 10-11 PM: UFC 53 Highlights

All In Sport: 11.30-12.30 AM: IFC Uncut

www.total-mma.com
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VICTORY FOR
CALVANCANTI
AND AKIYAMA
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Yoshihiro Akiyama (Left) And Geisas ‘JZ’ Calvancanti (Right) Won Their Respective HERO*s Divisional Championships (C) FEG Inc.

By Robin Jahdi
http://throughsilver .blogspot.com

Last week, in the preview for this show,
we observed that this card was lacking
three main company draws before a
punch had even been thrown. The
absence of these key figures for HERO*s
— Norifumi ‘Kid” Yamamoto, Genki Sudo and
recent signing Kazushi Sakuraba — greatly
hurt this card on p aper.

As things transpired, fortunately for both
company and viewer, this was one of the
stronger events in the company’s short history.
It helped that two tournaments were running
on the one show, both of which had semi-final
and final matches over the course of the night.

Before that, though, were some additional
contests to behold. The opener saw Antonio
‘Junior’ Silva victorious in his second fight for
the company, as he knocked out Russian
debutant Georgi Kaisinov in just over a minute,
with a very solid left hook.

While little can really be discerned from victory
over a man lacking an official MMA record, the
Silva performance was nonetheless impressive
looking, and should be sufficient to secure him
future bookings with the promotion.

Next on the card, ‘Hero Of Humility’ (well, they
do like running those videos of him being a
caretaker), Hideo Tokoro, must have been feeling
a tad left out, being as he was not in the
Lightweight Tournament. | think that's why he
wanted to fight native star Ken Kaneko (who
has been in quite a few films, none of which |
have had the pleasure of seeing).

Of course, Kaneko has MMA experience. He
fought Charles ‘Crazy Horse’ Bennett at PRIDE
Fighting Championships last ‘Otoko Matsuri’ and
got tapped out. Tapped out. By Charles
Bennett. So Tokoro, a man who went the
distance with Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu expert Royce
Gracie on that same New Year’s Eve night,
agreed to fight Kaneko.

Within two minutes, experienced professional
fighter Tokoro beat film star Kaneko. The man
who got tapped out by Bennett. And he won
via arm bar. Moving on...

The first tournament fight of the 154 Ibs’
Middleweight competition was a meeting of
Gesias Calvancanti, a heavy favourite to win
his division’s crown, and Rani Yahira, who was
something of an underdog. While Yahira
specialises in BJJ, Calvancanti muscled through
his defence, gaining the victory via guillotine
choke in just 39 seconds. While Yahira ran to

the ring, ‘JZ’ made him look less of an ‘Ultimate
Warrior’ and more of a mere mortal.

The other semi-final pitted MMA veteran and
fan favourite Caol Uno against the dangerous
Featherweight lvan Menjivar, of the Tristar Gym.
Expectations from this fight were high and it
delivered ladlefuls of tasty action.

Uno attempted to press the action during the
opening stanza, but each time he did, Menjivar
brought forth an opposite and greater reaction.
Uno would try an attack, only to be met with a
combination in reply. Uno realised his boxing
strategy was not paying off, so began throwing
roundhouses and spinning kicks. None really
connected and the round ended with the slight
advantage going to Menjivar.

Aware that his kicking strategy was more
beneficial to him, Uno continued on this road in
the second round; it worked, as he enjoyed an
advantage throughout. When the two clinched,
little happened, save for a couple of Menjivar
knees to the body. The two briefly hit the ground
in this round, Uno with Menjivar’'s back, but that
led nowhere.

The judges decided that, though the match was
obviously close, Uno did enough in the second
round to take the decision. While this was
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clearly a positive situation for the home fans,
one wondered how well Uno would fare after
this war against a relatively fresh Calvancanti.
We would certainly find out before the end of
the night.

With the Middleweight semi-finals out of the way,
it was time for the Light-Heavyweight (187 Ibs)
fights. First up would be Smirnovas, attempting
to make the most of his wild card, against the
increasingly dangerous native, Yoshihiro
Akiyama.

For some reason unknown to me, the Light-
Heavyweight fights had ten minute rounds; not
that it really mattered, as we’'ll see below.

Early in the first round, Smirnovas seemed as
though he’d be bolstering his status as ‘grappler
who can actually really strike as well’, as he
staggered Akiyama slightly. The Japanese
fighter recovered though and much of the next
couple of minutes was spent in the typical
feeling-out process.

However, the calm was shattered around three
minutes into this opening round when
Smirnovas, presumably expecting a low kick,
ducked into an Akiyama right high roundhouse,
then quite literally fell for a one-two punch
combo. After a small bit of Akiyama ground and
pound, the fight was ended.

The other semi-final was a rematch from
HERO*s 4, as Shungo Oyama hoped to avenge
the mugging he received at the hands of
kickboxer Melvin Manhoef.

Sadly for Oyama, that was not to be; if
anything, his beating this time round was of
greater severity. After avoiding a takedown
attempt, Manhoef exploded into action, with high
kicks and punches. A wild high kick missed,
with Manhoef hanging briefly on the top rope,
the Dutchman recovered quickly to drop Oyama
with punches. A very clear stoppage win for
Manhoef then and what was once a
disappointing show now had a couple of very
interesting finals.

Giving the competitors some time to rest and
recuperate, the audience were given a few
more non-tournament matches. In something
of a non-fight, Kazuyuki Miyata took lan James
Schaffa down and bloodied him with a little
ground and pound. Within a minute of the
opening bell, it was decided the cut was
sufficient to bring a halt to the match.

One fight that would have benefited from an
earlier end was the clumsy brawl between
veteran-of-veterans Don Frye, and Korean
hope Min Soo Kim.

In a nutshell, this was a similar kind of flailing
scuffle to the famous Frye versus Yoshihiro
Takayama encounter from 2002 but, whereas
that earlier match had some brief periods of
scintillating fist-face interface, this fight was
characterised more by a seeming unwillingness
to engage and Toughman-level striking when
they finally did.

Kim was actually the aggressor, once his visible
nerves wore off, scoring a couple of
takedowns on Frye and attempting some ground
and pound. Just as well, really, because Frye
was enjoying what | suppose would be called
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Carlos Newton Made An Impressive Return Against Tokimitsu Ishizawa (C) FEG Inc.

the advantage on the feet.

The smart move in the fight was Frye’s strategy
of throwing leg kicks, a plan he seemed to forget
about for much of the second round. Frye
eventually returned to that scheme and
frustrated Kim into falling (literally, again) for a
hard punch to the side of the head that ended
proceedings.

The shining light in the middle of that brace was
the eagerly awaited return to action of Carlos
Newton. This being the Light-Heavyweight
reserve bout, Newton looked slightly large, but
not out of shape.

Tokimitsu Ishizawa was present and that is the
best thing | can say about him. After a few
seconds of sizing each other up, Newton
attacked, dropped Ishizawa with a smart
uppercut and landed another as the native was
on his way down.

A knockout in twenty-two seconds is rather a
successful return for ‘The Ronin’, though it was
neither against top opposition, nor a display of
Newton’s excellent grappling skills. All in good
time then, as this was a heartening performance.
Hopefully the recently announced December
29" International Fight League bout between
Newton and Renzo Gracie can live up to its
billing.

On to the finals. After the disparity in how long
each man had earlier fought, combined with
overall recent form, Calvancanti had to be the
Middleweight favourite, on paper. As the fight
started, Uno fell back on his thus-far successful
strategy of throwing the array of kicks, only
Calvancanti was able to avoid any damage.

The Brazilian demonstrated his strength by
bullying the slender Uno into the corner
whenever the two clinched. Calvancanti went
in for the kill and after landing a couple of decent
punches sent Uno to the canvas.

Trying for some ground and pound, ‘JZ’ was
stifled by the defensive know-how of Uno, but
then got the native’s back, before they returned
to their feet. The round ended following an Uno
spin kick saw the Japanese fighter fall to the

ground and suffer more aggression at the hands
of Calvancanti.

The second round opened with a lot of clinching
that led to a takedown for Calvancanti. The
Brazilian was dominant on the ground, but again
stifled by Uno. While scoring takedowns at
will, Calvancanti was happy to let Uno back up;
a prudent move, as he was enjoying a clear
advantage on the feet.

The fight ended all-Calvancanti, as he secured
slams, strikes, and ground and pound from the
rear. The only surprise, when the decision
came, was that it was merely majority, rather
than unanimous. A cynic would suggest this
wouldn’t be a true K-1 show without some
shady judging.

The Light-Heavyweight Tournament final was
as exciting as its Middleweight equivalent,
though decidedly shorter. Given his success
with such a strategy against Oyama, Manhoef
launched into an onslaught on Akiyama. It was
an intense attack that Akiyama weathered. The
judoka did well to survive, but benefitted from a
surreal takedown, and secured an arm bar.

Once locked in, the Manhoef submission was a
mere formality and Japan had a native
tournament champion once more (the last one,
of course, being Yamamoto).

Given the recent trials and tribulations of newly-
signed Sakuraba, this was the victory the
company needed. Banishing, somewhat, his
decimation at the hands (and knee) of Jérome
Le Banner, Akiyama had officially graduated into
the accomplished mixed martial artist he had
promised to be.

All that was left was the coronation of
champions, commiseration of runners-up, and
the rather bizarre third-place match, that saw
Smirnovas suffer his second knockout of the
evening. That can't be good for the head.

For HERO*s, though, the card was largely a
victory of booking in the face of adversity and
with such potential drawing cards as Sudo vs.
Calvancanti and Akiyama vs. Sakuraba, the
future is bright for this flourishing promotion.




RANALLO’S RINGSIDE RAMBLINGS

PREVIEW: PART TWO OF
MAURO RANALLO'S T AKE

This week | will complete my look at
PRIDE FC’s North American debut card,
‘THE REAL DEAL’, coming up on
Saturday October 21 at the Thomas &
Mack Centre in Las V egas.

In one night, Josh Barnett elevated himself
to holding a legendary status in MMA, with
his gutsy performance at ‘FINAL CONFLICT
ABSOLUTE 2006’. In a definite candidate
for match of the year, ‘The Baby Face
Assassin’ squeaked out a memorable split
decision triumph over former PRIDE World
Heavyweight Champion Antonio Rodrigo
Nogueira.

Then, later that night, Barnett displayed the
fortitude that champions are made of, when
he faced Mirko ‘Cro Cop’ in the final of the
Open-Weight Tournament. Even though the
‘Croation Sensation’ defeated the American
for the third time and captured his first MMA
title, Barnett proved to everyone that he is
a force to be reckoned with in the
Heavyweight division.

Now, the former UFC champion will face
Pawel Nastula — a highly decorated Polish
judoka who captured Olympic gold at the
1996 games in Atlanta. Nastula went
through a baptism by conflagration when
he took on submission magician Rodrigo
Nogueira in his PRIDE debut and even
though he lost that bout and his next one to
Alexander Emelianenko, the Pole displayed
natural MMA instincts.

Nastula then picked up his first victory via
textbook arm bar submission against Edson
Drago at ‘CRITICAL COUNTDOWN
ABSOLUTE’ and I think he will give Barnett
a competitive match-up, although in the end,
| believe Barnett will prove that ‘size does
matter’.

The match-up between Mark Hunt and Eric
‘Butterbean’ Esch will be contested under
the ‘Marquis of Queensbury’ rules with both
warriors sporting 10 oz gloves. The ‘boxing’
bout is scheduled for five rounds of three
minutes.

‘Butterbean’ definitely has the edge in
experience when it comes to the sweet
science, although in his case one could
argue it's the ‘sweet and sour’ science. That
said, | am sure this contest will feature more
combinations than a Chinese restaurant
menu. Both fighters have proven to
possess titanium jaws and with the added
padding on the gloves, | expect this one to
go the distance, although conditioning
issues may lead to a referee stoppage.

Marvin ‘The Beastman’ Eastman was
scheduled to make his PRIDE debut against
Kazuhiro Nakamura, but the former
Canadian Football League player is now off

ON
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‘'THE REAL DEAL’

Josh Barnett Will Fight Pawel Nastula On October 21 (C) Dream Stage Entertainment Inc.

the card and at press time, no replacement
had been announced. Nakamura is a
judoka who trains under the tutelage of
1992 Olympic gold medalist in Judo, Hidehiko
Yoshida. Unfortunately in Nakamura’s last
match, a victory over ‘KISS’ Nakao, the
huge crowd at Saitama Super Arena booed
the competitors mercilessly due to the lack
of action. In my three plus years with PRIDE,
| have never heard a Japanese crowd boo
before. Hopefully, that reaction will inspire
Nakamura to elevate his game and show
the American fans, should he still fight on
the show, the skills that put him on the map
in the first place.

The leather will be flying when Joey
‘Dreamsmasher’ Villasenor meets
‘Ruthless’ Robbie Lawler — who is making
his PRIDE debut and is known for having
hands of stone.

Villasenor looked great in his PRIDE debut,
losing a very close decision to Ryo Chonan
in the opening round of the 2006 BUSHIDO
Welterweight Tournament, while Lawler is
coming off a submission loss to Jason Miller
at an ICON event in Hawaii. Lawler’'s
conditioning could play a big factor in this
fight as it appeared to affect him against
Miller. | expect this one to end with two
letters: KO.

. PRIDE FC

IN FOCUS

‘The New York Bad Ass’ Phil Baroni has
been added to the show in what will
probably be another fight featuring fistic
fireworks as he takes on former Boxing
champion Yousuke Nishijima. The
Japanese fighter has lost all three bouts
in his MMA career to date, while the
mercurial Baroni is looking to make a
triumphant return to the city he now calls
home. Nishijima is the more technical
puncher, but the power belongs to Baroni,
who | think will win by first round knock-
out.

Finally, while it has yet to be officially
announced, there are rumors that the card
will also feature Japanese Heavyweight
Kazuyuki Fujita against former WWE
wrestler and K-1 competitor Sean O’Haire.
Unfortunately for O’Haire, Fujita’s punches
will be real and they will definitely hurt.
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