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COUNT BISPING AND SIR SHORT FUSE SET

TO BE CROWNED THE ULTIMATE FIGHTERBy Tommy Hackett In Seattle

It was an ‘Ultimate Fighter’ coming out

party at Thursday’s ‘UFC Fight Night 6’

at the Red Rock Casino in Las Vegas,

with the still undefeated Diego

‘Nightmare’ Sanchez leading the way

with a unanimous decision over Karo

‘The Heat’ Parisyan in the main event.

Sanchez and Parisyan combined for the
expected sensational grappling exchanges,
with Parisyan scoring three brilliant throws
in the first stanza alone and acquitting
himself well on the mat, while Sanchez
continually maneuvered to his opponent’s
back, attaining mount at one point, and
applied his patented ground-and-pound
assault. It was yet another razor sharp
close decision contested mostly on the
camvas, in the Spike TV tradition of Sanchez
vs. Diaz and Herman vs. Groves that has
now brought us three fight of the year
candidates from the welterweight and
middleweight divisions in the last year.

Parisyan, fighting southpaw for the first time
in this observer’s memory, would be hurt
by an uppercut early in the first round, but
appeared to have the better of the opening
five  minutes, perhaps making Sanchez eat
his words from an infamous UFC.com
interview where he boldly proclaimed that
Karo “ain’t gonna take me down with that
judo crap” as he was launched repeatedly
by the Armenian-American. A wheel throw
from an underhook would drive Sanchez to
the mat headfirst, reenacting Coul Uno’s
loss to Hermes Franca three years ago in
the UFC, but Diego would roll on top and
keep the round competitive. The Gaido jiu-
jitsu stylist from New Mexico would also
win several striking exchanges, including
a fierce lead right uppercut that cut Parisyan
in the opening seconds.

The second round was painfully close, as
Parisyan (cornered by both Tito Ortiz and
his fellow ‘Legends Gym’ trainer Randy
Couture for the fight) began well with some
improved stand-up skills, but ended up
caught in the guard with Sanchez taking
the top where he’s been so dominant in his
18 fights. The fantastic ground sequences
continued as both men would escape from
each other’s every hold.

The third round was clearly Sanchez’s, as
the better conditioned fighter advanced to
mount position in a scramble and left marks
under both of Parisyan’s eyes. ‘The Heat’s
output went tepid at the round’s end, but it
was unclear if he had already built enough
of a lead to take home the win. The judges
saw it curiously, 30-27, 30-27, and 30-26
for Sanchez. Perhaps an argument can be

made that Sanchez’s stronger striking
carried the first and the 24-year-old now
moves into position for a possible UFC
welterweight title bout with the winner of
the anticipated rematch of Matt Hughes and
Georges St. Pierre.

All three of the ‘TUF’ alums on the ‘Fight
Night’ main card won their fights, with Jason
Von Flue’s preliminary ‘swing bout’ loss to
Joe Riggs serving as the only
disappointment on the televised card.

At middleweight, ‘TUF 1’s Chris ‘The
Crippler’ Leben made a strong return in his
second round knockout of Jorge Santiago.
Leben attacked his American Top Team
opponent from the opening bell, dangerously
walking into his opponent’s right hand but
scoring a takedown in a close first round.
Santiago, who calls his right more
dangerous than his Brazilian jiu-jitsu black
belt, would recover from a Leben guard
pass to reposition his guard, and later score
another right which may have stolen the
round. But the brawling southpaw Leben
would have answer in the second, as he
blasted Santiago with the same left hook
off a switch to orthodox that he felled
another Jorge with (that being Jorge
‘Conquistador’ Rivera) earlier this year.

Santiago was out cold at the 35 second
mark of the round.

Leben, with a new tattoo adorning his
back detailing what appears to be a
samurai holding the decapitated head of
a defeated opponent, would remark in
his post fight comments how good it was
to be back in the winner’s circle following
his devastating loss to Anderson Silva in
June. According to Chris there will be no
more listening to the barista at Starbucks
giving advice on how to win fights!

‘TUF 1’s Josh Koscheck showed some
newfound urgency in his stand-up skills
against Jonathan Goulet in their
welterweight encounter. The former
NCAA All-American wrestler came out
swinging against the Quebecois
submission fighter, stunning Goulet with
an overhand right. ‘Kos’ quickly
transitioned to a guillotine choke and then
back mount, where he ended the fight
quickly at the 4:10 mark of the first round.
And to think many of us thought that
Koscheck’s most animated performance
was his celebration of old foe Leben’s
loss in June!

As mentioned, Jason Van Flue of ‘TUF 2’
would lose a quick and interesting bout
to Joe Riggs, who looked better than ever
at welterweight, hitting a slick throw,
making a good attempt at taking Von Flue’s
back, then finishing with a triangle. Riggs
mentioned in his post-fight interview that
he experienced none of the weight
problems that marred his aborted attempt
at a welterweight title shot last year. Joe
Rogan would remark on Riggs’ reputation
for great performances in the gym, and
perhaps this showing is a harbinger of
good things to come from the former
heavyweight.

Finally, Dean Lister took a decision over
Yuki Satake in a bout which saw Lister
repeatedly take his opponent down in the
early going and dominate the groundwork,
but was unable to score a finish. Among
the most decorated fighters in submission
grappling, Lister appeared frustrated by
his more experienced opponent’s
escapes and occasional striking
barrages, but by the fight’s conclusion it
was clear he had won enough of the
bout to earn a clear nod from the judges,
with 30-27 scores all around. Lister may
have struggled with weight issues of his
own, as he has darted back and forth
between middleweight and light-
heavyweight this year. In the end, ‘UFC
Fight Night’ was a good, if not great, night
of fights with an outstanding main event
to recommend it.

THE NIGHTMARE BEATS THE HEAT

The UFC’s Diego ‘Nightmare’ Sanchez
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In the end, ‘UFC Fight Night’ was

a good, if not great, night of

fights, with an outstanding main

event to recommend it.
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By Ross McTavish, Co-Editor

The United Kingdom has a new

President.  But this has nothing to do

with a change in law or an overthrow

of the monarchy.  Rather, this new

leader will take charge of the freshly

established UK division of the Ultimate

Fighting Championships.

The man appointed to control the work of
the UFC in Great Britain is Marshall Zelaznik,
the former Vice President of Programming
for iNDEMAND Networks in North America.
iNDEMAND consider themselves to be the
“world’s leading aggregator and supplier of
Video-On-Demand, Pay-Per-View and
HDTV programming” and Zelaznik’s new job
will be to manage the UFC brand in the UK
and Europe.

The UFC have visited the UK once before,
on July 13 2002, for a show at the Royal
Albert Hall in London, entitled ‘Brawl At The
Hall’.  The event was broadcast on the Sky
Box Office platform on the back of a run of
UFC programming on the Sky Sports
channels.  However, the trip to the UK was
not considered a financial success and the
UFC concentrated their efforts on promoting
within the United States in the following
years.

Earlier this year though UFC President Dana
White flew to the UK to work on opening up
an office at a time when mixed martial arts
is experiencing substantial growth across
Europe and in particular within Great Britain.

UK MMA reached a peak during the month
of June when Liverpudlian Michael Bisping
won the Light-Heavyweight division of the
UFC’s reality television show ‘The Ultimate
Fighter 3’ and Stoke fighter Ross Pointon
reached the semi-finals of the same weight
class – where he was beaten by Bisping.

The programme was carried by the Bravo
television channel in the UK and aired on
Spike TV in the United States, while being
shown across the globe on other networks.
Undoubtedly Bisping and Pointon are now
names known by millions of MMA fans
across the globe and the UFC will be keen
to cash in on their value.

There has also been speculation that ‘The
Ultimate Fighter’ series would spin off into
separate shows around the World, with a
Spanish speaking ‘The Ultimate Fighter
Mexico’ and ‘The Ultimate Fighter UK’
rumoured to be under consideration as
future projects.

When one considers the success World
Wrestling Entertainment has enjoyed in
foreign markets, in particular the UK, then

there is clearly a place for American
sporting entertainment within Great Britain.
London based promotion Cage Rage are
also hopeful of setting a record of 8,000
ticket sales for their next event on
September 30 at Wembley Arena,
demonstrating that a sizable live audience
is willing to pay to attend mixed martial arts
shows in the United Kingdom.

Importantly, the installation of a UK and
European office will allow the UFC to
continue their expansion without needing
to step in to the already over-saturated
Japanese market, headed by Pride Fighting
Championships and K-1, including their
HERO’s promotion.

The UFC had attempted to forge a link with
Pride which would allow the American
organisation to use Pride fighters on their
shows, but a proposed interpromotional
match-up between UFC Light-Heavyweight
Champion Chuck Liddell and Pride
Middleweight Champion Wanderlei Silva
appears in danger of not taking place.

In a recent interview with Canadian
newspaper the Calgary Sun, White
indicated he is having problems
communicating with Pride and stated “I don’t
even know if Silva’s going to happen… the
Japanese are very hard to do business
with and you never know what’s going to
happen”, despite the Brazilian appearing
in the Octagon during the UFC’s last show
on July 8 to promote Liddell bout.

Meanwhile, David Louseau vs. Mike Swick
has been added to the UFC 63 card set for
the Arrowhead Pond in Anaheim, California
on September 23.  The event will be
headlined by Georges St. Pierre challenging
Matt Hughes for his welterweight title.

Finally, congratulations to Total MMA
columnist and Pride Fighting
Championships announcer Mauro Ranallo
who has been hired by Canada’s ‘The Fight
Network’ station as the new voice of their
channel.  According to The Fight Network:
“Ranallo will join The Fight Network
beginning in September as the station’s
lead on-air host for its debut news desk
show that will focus on the various sports
of boxing, pro wrestling and mixed martial
arts that air on the channel”. Don’t worry
though, despite his new job, Ranallo will
still be writing for Total MMA!

Saturday 19th

Player: 9-10 PM: 'UFC Unleashed’

Bravo: 10-11 PM: UFC 'Ultimate
Submissions'

Sunday 20th

Player: 9-10 PM: 'UFC Unleashed’

Bravo: 10-11 AM: UFC 'The Ultimate Fighter
4 - The Comeback'

Bravo: 11-12 AM: UFC 'Ultimate Knockouts'

Monday 21st

All In Sport: 4-5 PM: IFC

Eurosport: 8-10 PM: Fight Club

Player: 10-11PM: 'UFC Unleashed’

Tuesday 22nd

Five: 1.30-2.20 AM: Kickboxing

All In Sport: 4-5 PM: IFC

Eurosport:  9-11 PM: Live Boxing

Player: 10-11PM: UFC 'Unleashed'

Wednesday 23rd

Five: 4.45-6.00 AM: Boxing

All In Sport: 4-5 PM: IFC

Eurosport:  11-12 AM: Boxing Classics

Player: 10-11PM: UFC 'Unleashed'

Thursday 24th

All In Sport: 4-5 PM: IFC

Eurosport:  8-10 PM: Boxing

Eurosport: 11-12.15 AM: Fight Club

Player: 10-11PM: UFC 'Unleashed'

UFC REVEAL NEW UK PRESIDENT

UK TV:
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LESNAR DEBUT LIKELY FOR 2007
By Jordan Breen

http://completevaletudoaccess.blogspot.com

Exchanging typical promotional bluster for refreshing

realism, K-1 producer Sadaharu Tanigawa weighed in on

Brock Lesnar’s future within the HERO’S program.

The 29-year-old Lesnar, decorated as both an amateur and
professional wrestler, announced at K-1’s ‘Battle At Bellagio’ Las
Vegas event on Saturday that his deal with K-1 was official, and
that he would be furthering his mixed martial arts training with
MMA pioneer Royce Gracie. The former collegiate heavyweight
wrestling champion was previously training with Pat Miletich and
his Miletich Fighting Systems team in Iowa.

Tanigawa commented, “I’m not going to be impatient; he wants to
train at minimum for half a year.” K-1’s producer continued,
perhaps with some typical ambition, saying that he thought Lesnar
could make a debut early next year, and that he was looking to
promote a HERO’S card in United States in February of 2007.

When asked who Lesnar would face in his debut, Tanigawa
laughed, “I haven’t decided yet, but it isn’t Bob Sapp. That’s all I
know for sure.”

Dream Stage Entertainment has announced the first ten

official fighters scheduled to compete at their North

American debut.

PRIDE’s parent company have revealed that their October 21st
‘The Real Deal’ card from Las Vegas, Nevada will feature a wide
array of the company’s top talent, including many of their prominent
American fighters. International combatants scheduled for
competition are PRIDE heavyweight champion Fedor Emelianenko,
Mauricio ‘Shogun’ Rua, Mirko ‘Cro Cop’ Filipovic, Kazuyuki Fujita,
Kazuhiro Nakamura, and Pawel Nastula.

The American fighters now scheduled to compete at the Thomas
& Mack Centre are Josh Barnett, and the Hammer House trio of
Mark Coleman, Kevin Randleman, and Phil Baroni.

Immediately after producing the debut show of his new

MMA promotion KOKORO (Japanese for heart), ‘Yamato

Damashii’ Enson Inoue displayed a renewed interest in

mixed martial arts competition, after four years of

‘retirement.’

Inoue closed his inaugural KOKORO with an in-ring speech
expressing aspirations of holding a show in the Saitama Super
Arena one day, as well as ultimately competing with Pride and K-
1 in the popular MMA market in Japan. But Inoue left his audience
gasping as he declared, “it’s easy to show heart with one’s mouth,
but I want to show my heart with my body.” Inoue then issued a
challenge to current Pride Middleweight Champion Wanderlei Silva.
Inoue added that he would hope the bout would not go to a
decision as he wished to display the true Japanese fighting spirit.

Inoue ended his speech with a remark concerning KOKORO,
stating that he’d like hold shows three times a year. Enson hoped
that each show would deliver a new surprise to the MMA world.

As it is, his first show had to be considered a good night for
Inoue, and the PUREBRED network.

Standing in the ring before event commenced, Inoue said to the
fight faithful at Korakuen Hall, “When you fight, the most important
thing to value is the heart. Fighters who run when they’re scared
weren’t chosen. I want you to see meeting of heart and heart;
man and man.”

With bold expectations from their promoter, the fighters did little to
disappoint. The combatants from Inoue’s PUREBRED network
were particularly outstanding, going 5-0 for the evening. Shooto
rookie tournament hopeful Naoki Yahagi used aggressive punching
on the feet and on the mat to take a commanding decision over

veteran Hiroaki Takezawa. All-Oceania wrestling champion Zach
Rapadas showed poise and power in his professional MMA debut,
outmuscling long time B-Class Shooto veteran Seiji Otsuka to a
unanimous decision victory. Otsuka was game, showing multiple
submission attempts from his back, but Rapadas dominated the
stand-up and top position, pounding effectively, and gaining good
positions until the final bell.

Native Australian and Machado jiu-jitsu black belt, George
Sotiropolous, was able to show his ground skills against T-
BLOOD’s Shigetoshi Iwase. Sotiropolous secured the back mount
on Iwase effectively, attacking with ground and pound and
threatening with submission attempts to keep Iwase on the
defensive. Sotiropolous made his Japanese debut a successful
one, as he took a unanimous decision victory after ten minutes.

Two of Inoue’s closest friends, Hiromitsu Kanehara and Tetsuji
Kato, were able to make quick work of their Russian opponents in
the semi-final and final bouts the evening. The long time RINGS
veteran Kanehara was able to quickly secure a heel hook
submission victory over Ruslan Abdulkhamidov just over two
minutes into the first round. Kato, leader of the PUREBRED Saipan
branch TRENCH TECH, took a dominating submission victory by
rear naked choke over Russian Muay Rhai expert Alexei Maligin.

However, by all accounts, the fight of the night belonged to
Toshikazu ‘ISE’ Iseno and K-1 MAX veteran Jadamba
Narantungalag. Iseno, coming off of a left shoulder injury which
put him on the shelf for over a year and a half, was relentless
against the K-1 veteran, punching his way to Narantungalag, and
fighting for takes downs. Iseno was able to dish out considerable
punishment with punches and knees on the ground, before moving
to full mount.

While a thirty second time limit on the floor for the bout may have
given Narantungalag an extra edge, the Mongolian was more
than game to grapple, defending and reversing out of the mount
position, showing the ability to both scramble and sprawl.
Narantungalag didn’t back down from the more MMA-experienced
Iseno, as both men fought earnestly until the final bell. On the
judges’ scorecards, it was ‘ISE’ taking the unanimous decision
victory after ten minutes.IN
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Brock Lesnar Has Signed To Fight For HERO’S (C) FEG Inc.
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Dream Stage Entertainment have finalised

the card for Bushido 12.

The August 26th installment of the Bushido
series will see two bouts contested under the
banner of Bushido Challenge fights. U-FILE
CAMP submission specialist Daisuke Nakamura
will take on Osaka native and Real Rhythm star
Seichi Ikemoto in a battle of Bushido veterans.
Both men came out on the short end in decision
losses in their Bushido contests, as Nakamura
lost to Marcus Aurelio at Bushido 6, and Ikemoto
dropped a decision to Yves Edwards at Bushido
10.

Abe Ani Combat Club leader Hiroyuki Abe will
return to the Bushido ring, taking on DEEP
veteran Naoki Matsushita. Abe’s first Bushido
bout at Bushido 4 was unsuccessful, as he
was submitted by Brazilian Top Team’s Luiz
‘Buscape’ Firmino. At 36-years-old, Abe has
become a workhorse, having already competed
four times this year. Abe was defeated in July
by Fabricio Monteiro at Club DEEP in Tokyo, after
choosing to compete despire Monteiro weighing
in 3.8 kilograms over the agreed weight contract
of 70 kilograms.

The well traveled Naoki Matsushita spent much
of his career in the Shooto ring, but has made
frequent trips into the DEEP ring. In May, he
stopped Hiroki Nagaoka infront of his hometown
Nagoya crowd, before losing on a cut stoppage
to the aforementioned Seichi Ikemoto this past
July. Matsushita will look for another win in his
Bushido debut at Nagoya Rainbow Hall, fighting
again in front of his home crowd.

The Pancrase 2006 BLOW Tour continues

in Tokyo’s Differ Ariake as three bouts

are announced for the September 16th

card.

Ichiro Kanai will fight Yuji Hisamatsu in a
Middleweight contest. Kanai was last seen
defeating Mamoru Yamada via rear naked
choke on Pancrase’s April 19th card at Meiji
University. Hisamatsu, on the other hand, drew
his last bout against Daisuke Hanazawa in the
Korakuen Hall in June. The match-up is
anticipated to be a striking war that should gain
both men much attention in Pancrase circles
and help boost their careers.

At welterweight, Carlos Condit will do battle
with Takuya Wada. Condit defeated Koiji Oishi
on the July 28th card via TKO, smashing Oishi
with punches from above and knees in the
clinch. Wada’s reputation as a skilled grappler
will surely be put to the test, a status built on
victories in the All-Japan Combat Wrestling and
Sambo championships.

Finally, Taku Aramaki collides with Naoki ‘Dr.’
Yoshimura in the lightweight division. Aramaki
defeated Jinzaburo Yonezawa in a grappling
match on Demolition’s July card via triangle
choke. Yoshimura hails from the same gym as
Pancrase featherweight championship
contender Daiki ‘DJ.taiki’ Hata, but specialises
in kicking in contrast to his teammate. Yoshimura
last drew with Takafumi Ito on the July 28th
Korakuen Hall card and is said to be developing
his ground and stand-up skills, both defensively
and offensively, quite well for the bout.

Congratulations to Kaoru Uno, who is now

a proud father.

On August 15th, the wife of the 31-year-old
former Shooto world champion gave birth to
twin boys. The delivery went smoothly and both
mother and children are now resting.

Uno released a statement regarding the births
via his blog: http://blog.honeyee.com/unocaol/

He said: “I became the father of twin boys on
August 15th. Looking at their tiny bodies was
incredible, it is a feeling which I’d never known
until now.

“With this new feeling directed towards fighting,
I’ll do my best.

“I ask for your support in the future.

Kaoru Uno”.

GCM has announced the opponents for

Eiji Mitsouka and Hidetaka Monma for their

Sepetember 9th DOG show.

Hidetaka Monma who is moving back up in
weight after being TKO’d by Gesias ‘JZ’
Calvancanti in the HERO’S 70 kilogram
tournament now has a chance to take some
revenge on American Top Team for that loss,
by fighting ATT’s Luigi Fioravanti who is coming
off a KO victory over ‘The Ultimate Fighter 3’
competitor Solomon Hutcherson in June. Eiji
Mitsuoka, whose last fight was a decision loss
to top lightweight Vitor ‘Shaolin’ Riberio will take
on Paul Rodriguez, who in three tries so far is
yet to come up with a victory on Japanese soil.
Rodriguez is coming off a submission loss to
Shooto PacificRim champion Mitsuhiro Ishida in
PRIDE Bushido this past April.

www.total-mma.com

Greatest Common Multiple Will Present Their 7th Demolition Of Octagon Gear Event

IN FOCUS:  JAPAN
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By Stash Capar Of The Fight Network

Centuries ago, Scandinavia was

known as the ‘Land of the Vikings’.

These bands of warriors lived and

breathed fighting, scouring distant

lands in the name of conquest and

expansion.  They were feared and

admired throughout the known world

and beyond; some say they were the

first to reach America.

Times have definitely changed.  Today
Scandinavia and particularly Norway are
regarded as Social-Democratic paradises.
Excellent healthcare, unbeatable social
services and a high educational standard
have replaced the blood and guts ideals of
the Vikings.  Most people are shocked to
hear that combative sports are basically
non-existent in Norway.  Laws implemented
in the 60’s and 70’s had banned everything
from competitive wrestling to pro boxing.

However, deep in the heart of Oslo, the
capital of Norway (and one of the most
expensive cities on Earth), there is a place
where the Viking spirit continues to exist
today…

I landed in Gardermoen, Oslo’s main airport
at 1:00 AM, two hours late.  Accompanied
by my cameraman Haris, we made our way
through Norwegian customs.  The last few
days had been a living hell, consisting of
hopping from one time zone to the next and
getting our video camera and lighting
equipment tossed around by security
guards with double digit IQs and triple digit

incomes.  I’m sorry, but a light looks nothing
like Osama Bin Laden or an Iraqi chemical
weapon, and if you can’t figure that out
within a minute or two, maybe you should
question the purpose of your existence on
this little blue planet we call home.  Anyway,
all we wanted was to find a hotel and get
some sleep, tomorrow would be a long day.

Our tiredness and crankiness immediately
disappeared when we were introduced to
Joachim Hansen and his manager Marcus
Jacubsen, who had been waiting patiently
for us since 10:30 pm.  Joachim was full of
controlled energy and was psyched to hear
that we weren’t just TV people, but that
we were both huge MMA fans and fighters
ourselves.  “Good, so you actually know
your stuff,” smiled Hansen as we climbed
into his Suzuki SUV.

What followed was a non stop
conversation about MMA: Pride, UFC, WFA,
IFL, Bushido Lightweight, Bushido
Welterweight, Takanori Gomi’s loss to
Marcus Aurelio, Aurelio’s loss to Mitsuhiro
Ishida, it just went on and on.  I could tell
that both Joachim and Marcus were really
enjoying the conversation, maybe even a
little bit too much.  Joachim would often
turn around to face us, forgetting
momentarily that he was driving the car
and that he was on a highway.  Thank God
the roads were empty or I may required a
change of underwear.

It was 4:00 AM before we finally found a
hotel room and got some sleep, but not
before having a late night drink and chilling

Joachim Hansen - Beat Takanori Gomi In 2003 To Win Shooto’s Welterweight Title (C) Dream Stage Entertainment Inc.

“

”

I didn’t like how I couldn’t

do certain things in

Shooto.  I actually think the

old school Vale Tudo rules

suit me best, headbutts

change everything, says

Joachim.

Of course my stand-up is

much better now, I enjoy

standing but I still consider

myself a better grappler.

INTERVIEW
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INTERVIEW

Hansen Throwing A Left Kick At Hayato Sakurai (C) Dream Stage Entertainment Inc.

out.  All the bars were closed but Joachim led
us over to a 7-11 where he grabbed three
cartons of his favourite drink ‘Lejka’, a rich
hazelnut-chocolate milk, and a huge bag of
Nachos.  When I asked Hansen whether he
usually ate this way, he just laughed and said,
“I can eat basically anything and still make
weight”.

Haris, Joachim and myself sat down on a bench
chatting while Marcus took care of some
business on his cell phone.  Scandinavian
summers are really special, the sun sets at

around 10:00 PM and rises at 3:30 AM or so.
Sitting on a bench in downtown Oslo with
Joachim Hansen, watching the sunrise, drinking
chocolate milk, chatting MMA, it’s moments like
these that make all the airport security checks
worth it.

Naturally, we started talking about MMA in
Norway.  “There is no MMA here,” says Hansen.
“People don’t understand how difficult it is for
us,” interjects Jacubsen.  “I’m basically on my
own, out of contact with American, English or
Japanese promoters.  I’m lucky to have the

contacts I have”.

The next day we are taken to Team Frontline.
The gym is hidden within one of the most
expensive parts of Oslo and is truly a nice
facility full of jiu-jitsu fighters, Thai boxers and
mixed martial artists.  The fighters all know each
other and exhibit a quiet respect, and for good
reason – they are basically the entire Norwegian
MMA scene, and proud of it.

“There’s something inside us that drives us to
fight,” explains Joachim.  “Our ancestors were
warriors and I think we still have their spirit
deep down”.  It truly is rare to see a fighter who
enjoys training as much as Joachim.

“Why do people choose to become doctors or
teachers?” continues Hansen.  “It’s their calling,
and this is mine.  Ever since I discovered MMA
after watching UFC 3, something woke up inside
of me, and all I wanted to do was eat, sleep and
fight”.

By no means has it been an easy road for
Hansen.  He entered his first few MMA events,
the infamous FinnFights (old school Vale Tudo
rules including headbutts) with little stand-up
knowledge.  It wasn’t until he met Marcus
Jacubsen, his manager/trainer and former
Swedish Muay Thai champion that he began to
train stand-up regularly.  With a few wins under
his belt, Hansen got lucky and met a Japanese
MMA journalist, who happened to be at a Shooto
Finland event.  The journalist passed his name
on to Shooto Japan and that was the beginning.
After becoming a champion in that organisation
he moved on to K-1 Heroes, and from there on
to Pride Bushido.

“I didn’t like how I couldn’t do certain things in
Shooto.  I actually think the old school Vale Tudo
rules suit me best, headbutts change
everything, says Joachim.   “Of course my
stand-up is much better now, I enjoy standing
but I still consider myself a better grappler.”

I found this very surprising, especially
considering his numerous stand-up wars and
spectacular knockouts over Luiz Azerado and
Masakazu Iminari.  Recently Hansen has taken
on a few international pro boxing fights to keep
his striking sharp and to pass time between
MMA bouts.

So what’s in store for Joachim Hansen?  Well
with one fight left on his Pride contract, Team
Frontline is speculating a possible title shot with
Takanori Gomi.  Unfortunately the rumour is that
this bout will take place on the New Years show,
which means Joachim has a lot of time to kill,
something that he’s not happy about.  Hansen
mentions his desire to fight in England or North
America with the rise of Cage Rage, WFA, IFL
and various smaller promotions.

“He wants to fight, and I want to find him fights
but we’re isolated over here,” says Jacubsen.
Of course there is one place where Joachim
would love to fight above all. “I would love to
fight here at home.  But for now, that’s
impossible.  Hopefully one day our people will
wake up and remember their heritage,” says
Hansen.

Until that time this modern Viking will just have
to wait patiently until Japan, America or England
call on him.
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By Stuart Millard

This month, OGOM goes back to its

random roots, and up first is Fedor

versus Yugi Nagata. This is one of

those fights I’m sure everyone else

is already familiar with, but which I

missed out on due to being too busy

playing in the street with my skipping

rope or making crank calls to Bill

Cosby to realise that MMA was

awesome. But my young and foolish

days are over, so it’s time to dive right

in.

The referee was wearing some sort
of...something on his head. Could have
been a hat, could have been the leftover
remnants of an unborn twin, but thanks to
the poor quality of the footage, it was hard
to tell either way. As I learnt in a previous
column, Fedor is a terrifying man made of
cinderblocks, nuclear waste and the
leftover parts of Rasputin that were
indestructible to fire. Surely Nagata would
be torn into pieces and tossed into the
crowd like rice at a shotgun wedding.

A mere thirty seconds in, Nagata threw a
kick and opened himself up to being fisted
in the hooter. On his back, and with Fedor
holding still holding on to the leg and landing
blows to the head, Nagata somehow
managed to scramble to his feet and scuttle
rather camply into the corner, as though
he’d be safe there, like the referee had
declared it ‘home’ and this was a harmless
game of playground tig. Unfortunately for
him, there was no safe ground, no ‘home’,
just the unrelenting brutality of Fedor, who
once again punched him to the mat and
kicked his mincing opponent in the ribs, like
something from the LA riots. As the ref
stepped in and stopped the carnage, I
nabbed a better look at the thing strapped
to his head and deduced it was either a
Geordie LaForge style visor or a camera.
Oh.

Yay, freakshow time. Enormously fat
shambles and planet-eating sumo
champion, Akebono against Royce  “it’s
actually pronounced Hoyce, you romo”
Gracie. These type of fights remind me of
the early UFC shows where you’d have a
tiny karate guy versus a huge bar fighter,
a wrestler taking on a judo guy, or a pirate
versus a werewolf. As incredible as the
UFC has evolved to be, the one thing that’s
sometimes missing is the freakshow fight
with a great disparity in size or the fighter’s
discipline of choice, but this bout had

enough rubbernecking appeal to quench
my freak thirst for a good while.

Akebono looked like he was too fat to even
be alive, and Royce was dwarfed by his
presence. As the stats came up either side
of the screen with pictures of the
combatants, Akebono’s disgusting man-
rack hung down like a pair of droopy
testicles, albeit shaved and with nipples
like poker chips. He’s a vision from a
nightmare alternative dimension where
Abdullah The Butcher and Linsey Dawn
McKenzie had a filthy encounter in the VIP
room of a sweat drenched lap dancing club
and spawned a godless challenger to the
Gracie clan. While the win/loss records of
most fighters are available on Sherdog,
Akebono’s is only accessible by paying a
$29.99 recurring monthly fee to Big-
Naturals.com.

Almost from the bell, the fight went to the
ground. Good thing for a Gracie, you might
think, but he was underneath Akebono with
a face full of tit, which was incentive
enough to squeeze out and get back on his
feet.

Royce hit fatty with a legkick, but once
again ended up on the bottom of the
overeating sack of turds. Royce hit a few
punches to the ears and locked up
Akebono’s arm with his leg. Even from a
mere crouching position, Akebono’s gut and
nipples hung down until they were trailing
against the floor, but no matter how much
wheezing and squirming he did, Royce had
an iron grip on the arm, bending it into the
sort of shape you get from testing out a
biro on a scrap of paper. Jiggles McGee
tapped, and Royce celebrated by tying
Akebono’s knockers into a bow. That part
didn’t happen, but the match was over. Now
get Akebono and his disgusting jugs out of
my sight.

The next feast of sweat and fragmented
knuckles on the agenda was always the

entertaining Genki Sudo, who I absolutely
love, pitted against another Gracie, this
time Royler, in a fight from K-1. Genki
started out with one of his trademark
wacky poses, backing Royler away with
a coquettish waft of the hand, but quelle
surprise, the fight immediately went to the
mat, albeit with Sudo on top. Royler went
for an ankle lock, but Sudo span out of it,
and the two men rolled around on the mat,
becoming an indistinguishable ball of limbs
and dust that looked like two scrapping
animals in a Tex Avery cartoon.

Sudo back on top, everything was calmer
now. They both scrambled to their feet,
Sudo firing off the first punch, before they
exchanged a few knees to the gut. Sudo
again took Royler down, landing a blow,
before launching himself in the air and
attempting a punch as he hurtled back
down to Earth. As he landed, Royler
latched on to a leg, and clung on for dear
life, in much the same way a socially
anxious man who’d just been sick down
himself in front of a group of  girls would
vainly try to cling to the last vestiges of
dignity. Cool as you like, Genki Sudo wasn’t
bothered in the slightest, as though having
a Gracie cranking back on one of your
limbs was about as threatening as starting
a fight with a butterfly, while armed.

As borne out by his Zen-like manner, Sudo
rather effortlessly brushed Gracie off,
before dropping him with a couple of
wicked knees to the face. From here, it
was all over, Sudo fired off six or seven
brutal punches that knocked the gumshield
right out of Gracie’s mouth, and the last
glimmers of consciousness out of his
brain. After the fight, Sudo held up a
gigantic flag, made out of all the other flags
of the world, with the words “We Are All
One” written through the middle. Genki
Sudo is fucking awesome. Thankfully,
Heath Herring wasn’t there to mistake it
for an AIDS quilt and suckerpunch Sudo
from behind.

Finally this month, the man taking on
Chuckie, Renato ‘Babalu’ Sobral squared
off against Mauricio ‘Shogun’ Rua, in a bout
from IFC ‘Global Domination’. Following the
pattern for this column, ‘Babalu’ took Rua
down straight away, and less than a
minute in, I was already finding the
overexcited commentators slightly
annoying, as they informed me that
Shogun was “just chillin”. I felt like I was
watching this fight in the middle of a frat
party, while jocks beat their beer soaked
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chests and tried to cajole drunken, tramp-
stamped sorority sluts into flashing for a
jellyshot and a hit of X. ‘Babalu’ still on top, both
guys were expending a lot of energy, Rua really
making Sobral work for his position.

Rua powered out, and the fight went back to
standing, as he did, he fired off a kick which
could be described as mediocre at best, but
over which one of the commentators virtually
soiled himself. It didn’t bother ‘Babalu’ though,
as he took down Rua hard, before hilariously
kicking him right up the ricker. Even I found that
funny, until the announcers made a rubbish joke
about the expression “kicking your butt” being
taken literally, and went on about it for far too
long.

As ‘Babalu’ wriggled out of a heelhook, Rua
stood behind him and went for a takedown, but
just slipped rather clumsily, and in the process
looked like he was trying to pull ‘Babalu’s shorts
down. Maybe IFC really does stand for
‘International Fratboy College-dorm’, but I’d have
to wait and see if the fight ended with ‘Babalu’
taping himself giving two cheerleaders a pearl
necklace before pissing off a balcony into the
pool to be sure. The story of the first round
continued to be ‘Babalu’ on top, but this was no
Josh ‘Man-Slug’ Koscheck lay and pray borefest,
both guys were expending huge amounts of
energy, constantly jostling for control, and the
round ended with ‘Babalu’ bleeding from a small
cut on the eyebrow.

Round two opened with a nice kick and more
overreaction, and ‘Babalu’ went for a takedown,
but Rua sprawled and shoved him aside. With
‘Babalu’ on his back, Rua stood over him, glaring
down. With his opponent staring up like a
stranded turtle, unable to get to his feet, Rua
circled, briefly dropped into the guard and
landed a couple of punches, before standing
and allowing ‘Babalu’ to do the same.

Despite mostly being in control for the fight,
Sobral’s pretty face was all messed up. He
took Rua down with a sickeningly hard slam to
the “Oww, have mercy!” of the nonsense
spewing idiots in the box.  ‘Babalu’ had hold of
a leg and was going for some sort of
submission, and Shogun rolled out, to the cry
of “Look at this, baby! If you ain’t having a good
time, there’s something wrong with you!” As
entertaining as the fight was, if you think the
pinnacle of excitement in MMA is a man
scrambling to his feet, as my dear old Great
Grandmother used to say, “you’re a stupid twat”.
God help them if they ever saw the finishing
sequence to Chuck vs. Tito.

After a couple of big rights from Rua, ‘Babalu’
was really showing damage to his face, while
Rua looked unscathed. ‘Babalu’ locked onto an
arm, but Rua was Zach Morrised by the end of
the round before ‘Babalu’ could fully apply it.

The beginning of the third round was a carbon
copy of the second, with ‘Babalu’ wrenching
Rua onto the mat by the ankle, and both men
conjoining into a bizarre human Vannoy Streeter
statue that I can’t even describe. ‘Babalu’ caught
Rua in a triangle attempt, but he rolled through,
into another crazy looking submission. In fact,
up to this point, the match could mostly be
summed up by describing both fighters rolling
around like two intertangled spiders falling down
a cliff-face, with ‘Babalu’ intermittently taking

the top for more exhaustive jockeying for
position.

“I thank God,” says one of the commentators,
“that I’m not a judge right now.” Really? Because
I curse God that you are a commentator. I’m
down on my knees, hollering into the clouds
that you weren’t born without a mouth and with
fingerless, stubbed hands unconducive to
holding a microphone. In fact, I’m a few more
syllables of  honking surfer-speak away from
sacrificing a horse to the ghost of Alastair
Crowley in the hope he’ll use some beyond the
grave mystical powers and have you turned
into a camel, because the spitting and braying
that would result would be a marked
improvement on the verbal ejaculations

whenever one of the fighters does something
amazing, like say... blinking or breathing.

With the fight taken back to their feet, ‘Babalu’
locked on a guillotine, which none of the
feckless drones acknowledged or even
seemed to notice. Only when Rua was taken
down to have the life squeezed out of him and
tapped did they seem to pick up on it. I don’t
know what this fight taught me about the
upcoming Chuck/Babalu fight, but the next time
I see Mike Goldberg and Joe Rogan, I’m going to
kiss them both right on the mouth. Suddenly,
“throwing bombs” and “he’s rocked” seem like
restrained yet grandiose verbal masterpieces
from the mouth of one of the twenty first
century’s most eloquent, powerful, speakers.
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