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Pride Fighting Championships Will Debut In The USA At The Thomas And Mack Centre, Las Vegas, Nevada On Saturday, October 22

By Ross McT avish, Co-Editor

Pride Fighting Championships have
confirmed they will run their first ever
show in the United States of American on
Saturday, October 22.

Entitled ‘The Real Deal’ the event will take place
at the Thomas And Mack Centre in Las Vegas,
Nevada.

The promotion have remained tight-lipped as to
who will compete on the card, only releasing a
list of possible fighters. Those combatants
include Heavyweight Champion Fedor
Emelianenko - who is currently continuing to
recover from the hand surgery which forced
him to miss this year’s inaugural Open Weight
Grand Prix and 2005 Middleweight Grand Prix
Champion Mauricio ‘Shogun’ Rua.

AISO:

Mirko ‘Cro Cop’ Filipovic, who has hinted that he
will fight in the USA this year, is also listed, as
well as natives, New Yorker Phil Baroni and
Columbus, Ohio’s Kevin Randleman.

Interestingly, Mark Coleman and Kazuyuki Fujita
are also named as possible competitors despite
being rumoured participants on the Ultimate
Fighting Championships’ November 18 show -
which will be headlined by an interpromotional
bout between UFC Light-Heavyweight
Champion Chuck Liddell and Pride Middleweight
Champion, Wanderlei Silva.

Given the timing of Pride’s ‘Real Deal’ event, itis
puzzling as to why parent company Dream
Stage Entertainment would allow one of its top
fighters to compete for a rival organisation just
three weeks after their debut show on a new
continent.

However, perhaps the decision is part of a
wider strategy to garner interest in Pride on the
back of a Silva victory.

Another point of contention will be Pride’s rule
system, which is different to that enforced by
the Nevada State Athletic Commission, who
govern sporting events in Las Vegas.

Differences in regulation between Pride and
the UFC include kicking and kneeing a downed
opponent in the head or face being allowed in
Japan, but not the USA. In addition Pride allow
foot stomps to a downed opponent but the UFC
don't.

However, the UFC do allow elbows to the head
and face of an opponent, while Pride do not, so
DSE will have to decide whether to maintain
that law upon their US launch.

‘THE VOICE OF PRIDE’ MAURD GMMMALIKING OF THE SEREARID HERO’S RCAB\L




BENNETT MEMORIAL, KOTC, UFC

Mac Danzig (Centre-Left) Will Face Buddy Clinton (Centre-Right) At ‘Rapid Fire’ (C) KOTC

USA

IN FOCUS

By Tommy Hackett in Seattle

WEC XXII: ‘The Hitman’ on July 28
proved to be a memorable night for

the 3,000 or so who made the trip to
Tachi Palace Hotel and Casino in
Leemore, CA, as the WEC has
reported that the event raised $70,000
for the Ryan Bennett Memorial Fund.

Thanks are to be extended to Reed
Harris and Scott Adams, as well as
dozens of volunteers who assisted

on this special night for MMA!

The event also afforded the opportunity to
type five words you might have never
expected to, at least in this order: Wes Sims
wins by triangle. The colorful Sims fought
another eccentric in Joel Suprenant — a 39
year old former college wrestler who only
recently began a fighting career, in the main
event. Sims missed a bizarre flying dropkick
to open the fight then struggled for the
submission off his back, before Suprepant
— who has pledged to fight an MMA match
and run a triathalon in the same week —
tapped to the triangle choke at 29 seconds
into the first round.

WEC XXl also saw Alex Stiebling, a veteran
of PRIDE and the UFC, win his first fight of
2006 in a unanimous decision against Utah’s
Alex Guida. Stiebling looked sharp, keeping
the action standing to bloody Guida with
straight punches. Oregon jiu-jitsu standout
JT Taylor also won his comeback fight by
taking an armbar over newcomer Drew
Dimanlig in the first round. Taylor's Desert
Dogs teammate Mike Joy was another
winner, thanks to an armbar in the first round
of his match with Robert Densley.

WEC regular Poppies Martinez got his
armbar victory over Troy Miller in just 50

seconds. Martinez was cornered by Urijah
Faber, who unfortunately had to withdraw
from his scheduled submission wrestling
bout due to an infected tooth. The Pit’s
representatives, Casey Olson and Glover
Texeira, won their matches easily in the
first round by ground-and-pound TKO
stoppages over Alvan Cacdus and Jack
Morrison, respectively.

Please visit RyanBennett.org for more
information on how to help the Bennett
family, and watch for the DVD release of
this event, which will also benefit this good
cause.

Joey Villasenor’s return to King of the

Cage on 29 July at KOTC: ‘Civil War’ at
the Ute Mountain Casino in Colorado
went almost as expected. Most of us
predicted a first round TKO for the

returning champion, but it was over

last minute substitute John Cronk,

not Miguel Gutierrez.

Sadly, it appears that the anticipated
defence for KOTC featherweight champion
Urijah Faber against Ryan Diaz at Friday’s
KOTC: ‘Rapid Fire’ event at Saboba Casino
in California will have to be postponed. An
infected tooth will accomplish what none
of his four opponents of the half year could
do — slow down the champ.

The event will still be notable for a
lightweight defence by Millenia Jiu-jitsu’s
Mac Danzig against Brazilian jiu-jitsu black
belt Buddy Clinton. The Royce Gracie
protégé Clinton is coming off an 18 second
submission win over Charles ‘Crazy Horse’
Bennett and Danzig is on a ten fight winning
streak of his own.

Also in the Sunshine State, the

International Fight League has
continued its development this
week with the announcement of its
newest coach, Frank Shamrock.

Shamrock will lead the San Jose
Razorclaws into action in the first quarter
of 2007 and expect the legend to bring
some excitement for the IFL's unique
product.

Other expansion teams include the
Portland Wolfpack, Toronto Sabres and
Tokyo Dragons. Also, watch out for IFL's
special coach vs. coach attraction next
month, as Renzo Gracie leads his NY
Pitbulls against Pat Miliech’s Quad City
Silverbacks on 23 September in Moline,
IL, then squares off with Militech in the
main event! There’s hope that we'll see a
similar Frank Shamrock vs. Matt Lindland
fight develop next year in the West.

Speaking of special attractions, ICON/
Superbrawl promoter T . Jay
Thompson will try his hand at MMA
competition this weekend in Everett,
WA at ‘AxFighting 12’.

The amateur show will also feature
fighters from AMC, Marcelo Alonso Jiu-
Jitsu, and many more. The Pacific
Northwest's top fighters like Josh Barnett,
Ivan Salaverry, and Chris Leben have
honed their skills at these shows, so stop
by to see a star in the making. Thompson'’s
fellow Hawaii native Ronald ‘Machine Gun’
Jhun has announced he will participate in
a kickboxing match against a K-1 veteran
in ‘Punishment in Paradise’ next month in
Honolulu. Jhun lost his fight last month in
the same promotion to the undefeated
Keika Nakamura via a mata ledo, and is
eager to stand and slug it out.

The UFC have added three
preliminary matches to their card for
UFC 62 on August 26.

Thiago Alves will face Josh Neer, while
Wes Combs takes on Wilson Gouveia and
Cory Walmsley squares off against David
Heath. But David Terrell will no longer fight
Yushin Okami due to a sinus infection.

Last but by no means least,
CombatZone 17: ‘T ake Control’ is this
weekend in Revere, MA, featuring
Nuri  Shakir against Andrew
Calandrelli.

Coming from Team Elite and Sityodtong
USA, Shakir has shaken off a rough start
to his MMA career by winning eight of his
last nine fights, and now his striking has
carried him to national attention. His
opponent Calandrelli is a Renzo Gracie
student and the USKBA MMA Light-
Heavyweight Northeast Champion. This
will be CZ’s third show of the year and
the New England promotion has featured
such luminaries as UFC veterans Marcus
Davis and Keith Rockel, as well as rising
star Joe Lauzon. Look for another hard
hitting fight!

www.total-mma.com
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My hometown of V ancouver (I actually
reside about 45 minutes east but |
doubt many of you reading have heard
about Mt. Lehman, British Columbia)
was recently within the grips of a
stifling heatwave.

So, what does your humble columnist do to
escape the sun’s wrath? | book a ticket to
Los Angeles! Talk about going from the
frying pan into the fire!

Of course, there was a method to my
madness as the reason | went to the ‘La La
land” was to watch my very good friend
and former PRIDE broadcast partner Bas
Rutten make his return to active competition
after a seven year sabbatical. It was fitting
that the most handsome man in MMA would
make his comeback in the land of the
beautiful people, by competing at the WFA:
‘King of the Streets’ event at the fabled
Forum.

Rutten’s original opponent, Kimo, tested
positive for steroids and the promoters
scrambled to find a last minute replacement.
They came up with King of the Cage
journeyman fighter Ruben Villareal and not
surprisingly, Rutten made short work of
‘Warpath’ with a series of devastating leg
kicks that resulted in first round TKO.
However, | must commend Villareal for at
least showcasing plenty of heart in willing
to go toe to toe with one of the most feared
strikers the sport has ever seen.

The reaction Rutten received by the
disappointing crowd of around four
thousand was truly memorable and he was
without a doubt the star of the show.
Rutten’s charisma rivals that of any current
Hollywood leading man and you could tell
he was incredibly happy to be back. Of
course, at the age of 40, the body doesn’t
respond as well to the physical aspects of
training and the Dutch destroyer did incur
some training injuries that may preclude hi
from anymore fights. Even if he doesn't fight
again, | know this experience was one of
his career highlights. I could see that ‘El
Guapo’ was at a very happy place in his
life. (The amount of ‘Benjamins’ he was able
to deposit in his bank account following the
fight may have had something to do with
that). He told me afterward that the cheers
from the crowd made all the injuries he had
suffered worthwhile and there was no
other place he wanted to be on that night.

At the after party, Rutten introduced me to
his corner man for the fight and longtime
fight fan, Kevin James of the ‘King Of
Queens’ television show. Naturally, the first
thing Mr.James said when meeting me was
“l laughed my head off when ‘Cro Cop’
punked you!” Coming from a talented
comedian, | took it as a compliment. Although

RANALLO’'S RINGSIDE
RAMBLINGS: BAS AND
KING OF THE STREETS

Bas Rutten Made A Winning Return Against Ruben ‘W arpath’ Villareal On July 22 (C) WF A

| swear, | will never live that down! Bas
Rutten, | shall get my revenge, oh yes |
shall!

On a serious note, it was so nice to see
Bas and his beautiful wife Karin truly
enjoying themselves at the club, dancing
up a storm. When Rutten sings “El Guapo
likes to dance!” he certainly means it!

| also enjoyed the main event battle
between former UFC fighter Matt Lindland
and ex-PRIDE star Quentin Jackson. It
proved to be the best contest of the night
in what ended up being a razor thin split
decision victory for Jackson. Jackson
looked refreshed and focused after a very
tumultuous conclusion to his tenure in
PRIDE. You could tell he felt good to be
fighting again on his home turf, (again,I'm
sure the purse he was paid didn’t hurt).
Jackson even showed he hadn't lost any
of his brash sense of humor when during
the post fight interviews he quipped about
Lindland, “Damn, you need to take a
shower before you fight, you stink man!”

Someone who didn’t stink, figuratively and,
judging by the bombshell he was with at
the after party, literally, was Jason
‘Mayhem’ Miller. He had the best ring
entrance as the flamboyant fighter
entertained the crowd from the moment he
stepped foot on the ramp leading to the
cage. He is definitely someone ‘who gets
it’; the synergy between the actual match
and the aspect of putting on a show for
the paying customers. It is not hard to
ascertain why ‘Mayhem’s Monkeys’ are
multiplying.

Unfortunately though, one of the lowlights
of the evening was the crowd and how it

BY MAURO RANALLO

reacted to the majority of the fights. The
incessant booing when matches went to
the ground and a lot of the comments |
heard showed me that there still needs to
be a lot of work done when it comes to
educating a myriad fans in North America,
especially the United States.

Don’t get me wrong, fans have the
inalienable right to voice their opinion, but
the amount of swearing and just overall
boorish behaviour | witnessed made me
feel ashamed to be in attendance. | know
| am spoiled working in Japan where MMA
is an accepted part of the culture and the
fans are very knowledgeable but one
would think the people who spend their
hard earned money to buy a ticket would
at least have a cursory knowledge of
what is happening and respect the
athletes doing it. | admit, a couple of the
fights were lackluster but that's what
sometimes happens when you match up
certain combatants. Styles make fights and
not all of them can be match of the year
candidates. | would hope that as the sport
continues to grow in North America that
the people watching it take the time to fully
understand the nuances and technical
aspects of it. Then, they can truly value
what the rest of us have been
appreciating for so many years and the
boo birds can finally be silenced.

www.total-mma.com
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LADIES 1ST: THE REAL MAIN EVENT

JAP AN

IN FOCUS

By Jordan Breen
completevaletudoaccess.blogspot.com

Their match up was the first
announced for DEEP’s summer
supercard. They are the two best
fighters in their weight class. Their
upcoming rematch has been hotly
anticipated by many hardcore fight
fans for the last two months.

And no, they aren’t the main event.

When Hisae Watanabe and Satoko Shinashi
step into the ring at Korakuen Hall on Friday
night, their bout will be rich with the trappings
which decorate your classic main event
showdowns. Both women are
unquestionably at the top of their weight
class and are two of the biggest stars in
female mixed martial arts. Anticipation for
their rematch has crescendoed over the
past three and a half years. The winner
will be crowned as DEEP’s first women’s
106 pound champion.

Yet, they aren’t the main event.

No, that honor belongs to the not-so-
anticipated match up between Xavier
‘Professor X' Foupa-Pokam and former
DEEP 183 pound champion Ryuta Sakurai.
Watanabe is a Rangsit Stadium Muay Thai
champion in Thailand, and won a nationally
televised one night MMA tournament.
Shinashi is a world sambo championships
bronze medalist, an All Japan Brazilian jiu-
jitsu champion, Smackgirl’s 106 pound
champion, and undefeated in her twenty
four pro MMA bouts. Sakurai has muscles,
while Foupa-Pokam is France’s answer to
Gilbert Yvel.

Watanabe and Shinashi first met on
December 29, 2002, in the 110 pound final
of Smackgirl’s Japan Cup 2002 series. A
classic match up of the striker vs. grappler,
as Watanabe pounded Shinashi in through
the first round with barrages of punches
and heavy knees in the clinch. The second
round saw Shinashi flex her grappling
muscles on the mat, securing a heel hook
on Watanabe forcing her to submit just over
a minute into the round.

Since their first encounter, both women
have paved their paths to the top of the
female mixed martial arts world. Shinashi
springboarded off of her Japan Cup win,
and racked up victories left, right and
center. She became a staple of DEEP cards,
often prompting promoters to accept open
applications from women willing to fight
Shinashi, after she had run through nearly
the competition available to her. She
appeared in Shooto, under their upstart G-
Shooto banner. She returned to Smackgirl,
and snatched their 106 pound crown last
November. Shinashi’s track record of sheer
dominance paints a clear picture of why
she is arguably the most outstanding female
fighter in MMA, pound-for pound.

Watanabe’s road has not been without
great success, either. Since her loss to

Hisane W anatabe - Won 10 Of 11 Fights

Female mixed martial arts
still has a lot of catching up

to do before it before it

garners the respect of its

brotherly counterpart.

However, the rematch
between Shinashi and
Watanabe is a watershed
moment for female mixed

martial arts, and MMA in
general. On a stand-out
organization’ s summer
supercard, one which is full

of quality international

talent, the real main eventis

the women.

TOAL MMAABE 04

Shinashi in December of 2002, Watanabe
has racked up a 10-1 record, stopping six
of her ten victims. Her only loss over the
eleven fight span came at a higher weight
class against her now-training partner
Yuka Tsuji, possibly the only woman
whose claim to pound-for-pound
supremacy is as valid as Shinashi’s.

Perhaps the biggest moment in her
transformation from a kickboxer to mixed
martial artist came in May of 2004, when
she conquered a nationally televised one
night, eight woman tournament put on by
the Tokyo Broadcasting System, as part
of their Golden Muscle variety show.
Watanabe dispatched Maki Sakai and
Hisako Hoshino, before defeating her
former defeater Mari Kaneko in the finals.

Shinashi and Watanabe were originally
penciled in to rematch at DEEP’s fifth
anniversary card in February, before an
eye injury sustained by Shinashi forced
the bout to be postponed. On June 9, at
DEEP Official Gym Impact in Shinjuku-ku,
Tokyo, DEEP president Shigeru Saeki
announced that arguably the biggest fight
in the history of female mixed martial arts
would take place on August 4, as part of
DEEP’s premiere summer card. Flanked by
Shinashi, in her designer dress and gold
jewelry, and Watanabe, in her full Harajuku
girl get-up, Saeki addressed the media.

“We thought that we had to make a belt if
these two are fighting, this fight is worth
that much,” said Saeki. “I hope it'll be an
important fight for female MMA.”

Shinashi added, “I want the belt too, but
what’s important to me is that I'm fighting
Hisae. It's one on one. | want to show an
intense woman versus woman fight.”

And yet, despite the emphatic praise and
significance put on the fight by Saeki, he
also announced at the press conference
that the bout wouldn't be the evening’'s
main event. “I’'m not thinking about whether
men or women are better,” Saeki stated.
“These two definitely have the resumes
and they are exciting fighters, so it's
reasonable that they will get to be semi-
main eventers.”

“I think it should be the main event,”
Shinashi dissented. Characteristically,
Watanabe was more audacious,
proclaiming, “This fight is more interesting
than some lame boys’ MMA match. It is
much more controversial.

There is seemingly no answer to be found
as to why the Shinashi vs. Watanabe
rematch is not the main event for DEEP’s
25th Impact card. While a superficial glance
at the situation may lead someone to
believe that DEEP is shying away from
promoting two females in the spotlight, that
certainly doesn’'t seem to be the case. With
a main event snub, and a card featuring
PRIDE veterans, former, and current DEEP
champions like Ryuta Sakurai, Jutaro
Nakao and Masakazu Imanari, it is the
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Satoko Shinashi - Smackgirl 106 Ib Champion and 2002 Japan Cup 1

faces of Shinashi and Watanabe front and
center on promotional posters. The 25th Impact
event banner on DEEP’s official website
features just two fighters on it, Watanabe and
Shinashi, along with a tagline for the bout.

Satellite television channel Samurai TV also
sports a promotional banner for DEEP’s 25th
Impact broadcast on their website. Again, it is
only Shinashi and Watanabe who appear on
the banner. As well, both women have
appeared on Samurai TV in the past two weeks
to promote their upcoming bout.

As customary in the world of Japanese
fightsport, both women held their public
workouts for the fight media in this past week.
Shinashi, who has trained for the fight with
DEEP champion Masakazu Imanari and Shooto
champion Shinya Aoki, held her workout at
DEEP’s official gym in Shinjuku-ku with Imanari
on July 28. As one would expect with Imanari
involved, the two demoed leglocks for the
cameras. Shinashi implored the “Ashikan Judan”,
“Show me some freaky techniques!”

After showing off an Achilles lock to heel hook
transition, it was mentioned to Shinashi that
Watanabe had reportedly been working on
triangle chokes off of her back. Imanari noted
the modified ground and pound rules, with no
strikes to the head on the ground, and advised
Shinashi, “With no pounding, just get on the
bottom yourself.”

Watanabe has spent her training camp at
GUTSMAN Shooto Dojo, under the coaching of
former Shooto champion Naoki Sakurada.
Sakurada’s progeny of Shooto competitors have
become renowned for superb sprawl and brawl
tactics, racking up a combined 92% winning

10 Ib Winner

percentage in MMA competition in 2005.
Watanabe held her public workout on August
1, and much as their wardrobes contrasted the
women at the fight announcement in June, their
workouts contrasted them this time around.

While Shinashi showed off mostly leg-locking
techniques, female MMA's premiere knockout
artist showed sharp combinations in her three
minutes of shadowboxing, before taking to the
mitts with Sakurada. “She will definitely throw
me at least once,” said Watanabe of Shinashi’'s
sambo skills. “But, | will try to react as calmly as
possible. | know she won't stand and trade
because that’s my strong point. My shoulders,
core, and balance of my body improved.”

“I have to watch my pacing. | can’t be impatient
or make one mistake, or else I'll be thrown or
possibly lose,” Watanabe said. “In the first round,
I’'m going to relax and keep my tank full for last
round. | won’'t make a mistake and I'll win
because of that,” ended Watanabe.

Female mixed martial arts still has a lot of
catching up to do before it before it garners the
respect of its brotherly counterpart. However,
the rematch between Shinashi and Watanabe
is a watershed moment for female mixed martial
arts, and MMA in general. On a stand-out
organization’s summer supercard, one which
is full of quality international talent, the real main
event is the women. And on August 4, when
fight enthusiasts pile into the bleachers at the
fight Mecca, Korakuen Hall, they, just like the
fighters and promoters, will know what which
bout boasts the biggest stakes.

Let’s just hope that after the world’s 106 pound
queen is crowned, that people remember to stick
around for the ‘main event'.
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Sustain has added another Class B bout
to their next Korakuen Hall card.

Hard-hitting Scramble Shibuya fighter Fanjin Son
will be back in action on September 8th, when
he takes on Shooting Gym Hakkei veteran Eiji
Murayama. Son notched a gritty win over
Kyotaro Nakao at the March 24th Shooto card
at Korakuen Hall. Perhaps the most potent striker
in the 65 kilogram B Class ranks, Son may be a
handful of wins away from a Class A license in
a 65 kilogram Shooto class in need of young
blood.

Shooting Gym Hakkei has now become known
as the gym of Shooto super-rookie Takeya
Mizugaki, but four years before Mizugaki made
his pro debut, Eiji Murayama made his. The 27
year old Murayama boasts wins over Akitoshi
Tamura, and Hideki Kadowaki, both of whom
are now Class A professional shootors. Though
he has fought sparingly in the last four years,
taking draws against Tamura in a rematch, and
Takeshi Matsushita, a win over Son may get
Murayama back into the swing of things, giving
Shooting Gym Hakkei another strong
representative.

The line-up for Enson Inoue's first MMA
event, Kokoro, is complete.

Three bouts, each featuring a Shooto veteran,
have filled out the remaining portion of Enson
Inoue's Kokoro: ‘Kill Or Be Killed'.

Shooto Class B veteran Seiji Otsuka was
victorious in Shooto back in March over
Takamaro Watari, and will now take on standout
Guamanian grappler Zach Rapadas. The
debuting Rapadas finished his high school
wrestling career undefeated, and took the 60
kilogram gold medal in Greco-Roman wrestling
at the 2005 Oceania Championships.

2005 Shooto middleweight rookie runner-up
Yoshiyuki Yoshida will return to action against
upstart Brazilian Luis Sapo. Like Otsuka,
Yoshida saw victory in March's Korakuen Hall
Shooto card as well, as he pounded out
Lithuanian Mindaugas Smirnovas in the first
round. Sapo is coming off of four straight wins,
including three this year, after starting his young
career with a loss in 2005.

Machado jiu-jitsu ace George Sotiropolous will
finally get to see action in Japan. Sotiropolous
was scheduled to face Yusuke Endo at
Shooto's July 21th Korakuen Hall card before
suffering a case of acute gastroenteritis. The
Australian will now meet up with Shooto veteran
and T-BLOOD team member Shigetoshi Iwase.
lwase is on a four fight skid, including a loss
earlier this year to sambo expert Hidehiko
Hasegawa at DEEP's fifth anniversary show in
February.

‘Semtex’ may be poised to explode on the
Japanese MMA scene.

One of Britain's brightest up-and-comers Paul
‘Semtex’ Daley will make his Japanese debut
on August 27th at Pancrase's summer
supercard, taking on Satoru Kitaoka.

www.total-mma.com
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By Jordan Breen, Robin Jahdi and
Chris Brown

The roundtable is back and with it
comes a preview for Saturday’s
HERO'’s show which will centre around
the promotion’s middleweight
tournament.

In addition to the showpiece competition
featuring Kazushi Sakuraba, Yoshihiro
Akiyama and Rodrigo Gracie among others,
there will be two openweight matches.
Firstly, Semmy Schilt will face Min Soo Kim
and then Don Frye will square off with
Yoshihisa Yamamoto. In addition, the show
will open with Alexandre Franca Nogueira
taking on Koutetsu Boku in an under 70kg
contest.

However, the tournament is the focal point
and therefore the subject for the knights of
our roundtable.

HERO'S 2006
Tournament Quarterfinals: 70 KG
(10M, 5M)/1EXT 5M

Middleweight
, 2R

Ivan Menjivar (T ristar Gym) vs. Hideo
Tokoro (Reversal Gym)

JB: This is what HERO'S is all about, baby!
Two 65 kilogram fighters competing at 70
kilograms. The last time we saw Menjivar,
he danced around and threw some
lukewarm combinations on a guy he could’'ve
thrashed on the ground in 90 seconds.
Hopefully this means that he’ll pull off three
or more German suplexes in this fight.

RJ: Menjivar's been around the scene for a
while now, and has built up a respectable
record. His losses have come to fighters
who are either very experienced (Matt
Serra) or just really damn good (‘Shaolin’).
Tokoro, meanwhile, made his name as an
underdog, upsetting ‘Pequeno’ Nogueira,
back at HERO’s 2. While he himself was
upset at the last show, his experience
(including a draw against the much larger
Royce Gracie) should see the native
Japanese fighter through this tough
challenge.

CB: Ivan Menjivar is underrated. In fact he’s
so underrated that the word underrated
underrates just how underrated he is. He'’s
a great grappler whose instinct is to go for
the submission rather than get into a good
position and ride out a decision.

There’s not much can be said about Hideo
Tokoro that hasn't already been said at some
point or another. Very talented, but also very
inconsistent. Well, inconsistent as to his
win/loss record, but he’s consistent in that
he always tries to have an entertaining fight
(and he usually succeeds).

Tokoro is probably the better striker with
Menjivar having the edge on the ground,
but this is far from a plain old striker versus
grappler match. | don’t see this one staying
on the feet much so I'm going with a
Menjivar win, but Tokoro always has a
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Dutchman Melvin Manhoef Is Cage Rage’s World Light-Heavyweight Champion

surprise in him and | wouldn’t be at all
shocked if he emerged victorious.

Gesias Calvancanti (American T op
Team) vs. Hiroyuki T akaya (Team
HARDCORE)

JB: One of the few good pieces of
matchmaking here. Calvancanti will have a
decent size advantage, and has the edge
in grappling, but Takaya is very dangerous
in the stand-up, and has solid defensive
wrestling. Calvancanti’s grunt-filled hammer
smashing of a sucked-out Hidetaka Monma
shouldn’t be used as an indicator of his
success in future fights. Calvancanti is
untested against solid strikers, but he
should still be the favourite to grind out a
victory, unless Takaya's motorcycle riding
Yakuza friends have already abducted his
family.

RJ: Calvancanti has impressed of late, but
| give the edge in past competition to Takaya,

who has beaten the ever-game Remigijus
Morkevicius and lost a good fight to Genki
Sudo. While Omigawa and Monma
(Gesias’s conquests of late) aren’t quite
on that level, | have a feeling this could be
the Brazilian’s coming out party. | smell a
knockout.

CB: With ‘Kid’ Yamamoto and Genki Sudo
out of the tournament, it's very possible
that one of the finalists come from this
fight.

Gesias Calvancante is probably the best
fighter you've never heard of. And if you
have heard of him, he’s still damn good. A
great athlete with excellent jiu-jitsu skills
and rapidly improving striking, his only loss
so far in his MMA career was a close
decision to Joachim Hansen.

Hiroyuki Takaya is an aggressive fighter
with powerful hands and will most likely
want this on the feet.
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| think his aggression may be a problem here
though as it could leave him open to the
takedown and Calvancante will not be easy to
shake off once he’s got the fight to the floor. It
should be close and whoever wins it wont be
a surprise at all, but | feel that Calvancante is
technically superior and that will carry him to a
win.

Rani Yahira (Atiada Jr . Jiu-Jit su) vs. Kazuya
Yasuhiuro (Seido Kaikan)

RJ: Yahira, is on a win streak of five wins
since losing to Paixao back at ‘Jungle Fight 2’
and is facing, in Yasuhiro, a man with only one
fight on his record. Not much can be discerned
by that lightning-fast knockout loss to Norifumi
Yamamoto, so this fight should be an interesting
one. Can Yahira’s experience see him through
to victory?

JB: When people complain about pro-Japanese
matchmaking by organizations like PRIDE and
K-1, matches like this exist to restore the cosmic
balance. A karate fighter from K-1 MAX with
one MMA bout to his name taking on a Rickson
Gracie pupil who won the 2005 ADCC Brazil
Trials? | am of the opinion that Yahira should
have to submit Yasuhiro 43 times in order to be
declared the winner. No less than 24
gogoplatas.

Crosley Gracie (Crosley Gracie Jiu-Jitsu)
vs. Melvin Manhoef (IT'S SHOWTIME)

JB: This match was originally scheduled to
feature former UFC welterweight champion
Carlos Newton, but he has pulled out of this
match to be replaced by Crosley Gracie. There
was speculation in the past few days that
Newton may off the card, after Newton
expressed doubt over his own participation to
the fight media. Now, HERQO’S executive
commitee has announced Newton suffered a
ligament tear in his right knee, which will sideline
him.

Manhoef’s opponent is now the cousin of
fellow 85 kilogram tournament competitor
Rodrigo Gracie, Crosley — who last competed
in May of 2005, where he dropped a competitive
decision loss to Bushido ace Akihiro Gono.
Gracie stated earlier this year that he was
looking to get back into action, and that action
has now come sooner than expected for the
27 year old jiu-jitsu practitioner.

Shungo Oyama (Freelance) vs. Rodrigo
Gracie (Team Royce Gracie)

CB: Itwasn't all that long ago that Rodrigo Gracie
was considered one of the brightest prospects
at 185Ibs. These days though he’s pretty
inactive, having only fought twice in the past
two years, but that shouldn’t be much of problem
as he’s facing Shungo Oyama,; the go to guy if
you want somebody to lose in a devastating
fashion.

In his time Oyama has been fed to Mirko ‘Cro
Cop’, Wanderlei Silva, Dan Henderson, Melvin
Manhoef and Ryan Gracie. Despite a few wins
last year (his first since 2002), Oyama should
pose little threat to Gracie who is superior in
every aspect of the fight.

RJ: Oyama is a good fighter who, occasionally,
has to fight opponents much larger than he

Kazushi Sakuraba Will Make His Debut

(O’Haire, Filipovic). Gracie is a quality opponent,
and one more his size. The question here is
whether Oyama will look to grapple with the
BJJ specialist, or will he hedge his bets in the
striking? | see Oyama taking a decision.

JB: Zzzzz.

Yoshihiro Akiyama (Freelance) vs. Kin
Taiei (Seido Kaikan)

RJ: Since his nasty knockout loss to the man
Jerome LeBanner, Akiyama has really developed
into a Japanese fighter to watch, most recently
sending Katsuhiko Nataga to the mat with a
glorious body blow knockout. | know little about
Taiei, other than that he’s a kickboxer, and his
striking should be proficient enough to stop
Akiyama knocking him out. That said, Akiyama
should be able to bring this to the ground fairly
quickly for a submission.

JB: Itdidn’t take a rocket scientist to realize that
Akiyama would be facing a lesser opponent,
but this is ridiculous. Kin Taiei is 36 years old,
he’s best known for competing in K-1 over a
decade ago, and he has virtually no MMA
training. What is K-1 going to do for the semi-
finals, when Akiyama advances? Put a hit on
Rodrigo Gracie, and replace him with Petar
Majstorovic?

“Judo saiko!”
Shut the hell up, Akiyama.

Kestutis Smirnovas (Audra Gym) vs.
Kazushi Sakuraba (Freelance)

JB: There was little doubt this match-up would
happen all along. Smirnovas likely won't be as
outmatched as people think. However, that
doesn’t say much, considering people expect
probably Sakuraba to telekinetically submit
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Smirnovas inside of three seconds. Another
“Who cares?” match-up, except for the fact
Sakuraba will make a flashy entrance, and his
fans will masturbate to the thought of him kicking
around a 150 pound soccer ball named Royler
Gracie.

RJ: You have to think that this is just a
showcase for the erstwhile king of PRIDE in his
debut for HERO’s. Smirnovas is certainly
experienced, and has submitted many
opponents. Still, Sakuraba is not likely to be
submitted by anyone but the best and, even
though he is past his physical prime, should be
victorious in this fight.

Kultar Gill (Revolution Fight T eam) vs.
Kaoru Uno (W ajyutsu Keisyukai T okyo
Headquarters)

RJ: | can never really bet against Uno (unless
he’s fighting Yamamoto). He's been around for
ages, and is supremely skilled. Kultar Gill
impressed in his last fight, with that flash
knockout of Tokoro, but | think Uno is just on a
higher level at the moment. I'll go with Uno by
submission.

Courtesy of Phillip Collins, we bring you
the listings for MMA and boxing on British
television over the coming days.

Friday 5th

Player: 10-11PM: UFC 'Unleashed’

TWC: 11-12AM: Cage Warriors

All In Sport: 11.30-12.30AM: International
Fighting Championship (On Every Weeknight)

Saturday 6th

TWC: 11-12PM: Cage Warriors

Player: 9-10PM: UFC 'Unleashed'

Bravo: 10-11PM: UFC 'Ultimate Knockouts'
Sunday 7th

Player: 9-10PM: UFC 'Unleashed'

Monday 8th

All In Sport: 4-5PM: IFC (On Every Weekday)

Eurosport 1: 8.45-10PM: Fight Club: 'Superfight
Le-Banner'

Player: 10-11PM: 'UFC Unleashed’

Tuesday 9th

Player: 10-11PM: UFC 'Unleashed'

Eurosport 1: 11.45-12.45AM: Boxing Classics
Wednesday 10th

Eurosport 2: 9-11PM: Live Boxing

Player: 10-11PM: UFC 'Unleashed'
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THE BOOK

THE BOOK
ON...

By Lee Casebolt

Prognostication’ s a tricky gig.  You watch
some video, take some notes, watch
some more video, take a few more notes,
draw a conclusion or two, form an opinion,
and hope for the best.

Sometimes you look like a genius, such as the
time | saw Robbie Lawler’s first amateur fight
and told my wife, “We’re going to see this kid on
PPV pretty soon.” Other times (“Mike Whitehead,
‘The Ultimate Fighter Champ. Guaranteed”.) the
resemblance to a genius is less pronounced.

Two years ago, | (along with a sizeable portion
of the MMA viewing public) was pretty certain
Sergei Kharitonov was the next big thing in the
heavyweight division. His mix of boxing and
submission skills looked impressive, albeit
against unimpressive opposition. He stopped
blown up light-heavyweight Murilo ‘Ninja’ Rua
and former Pancrase (and future K-1) champ
Semmy Schilt en route to a decision loss to
Antonio Rodrigo Nogueira in the 2004
‘Heavyweight Grand Prix’. At that point, many
began considering him as a potential threat to
the world championship.

At the same time, a large fellow with a familiar
surname began a similar run through similarly
average opponents. Despite stopping fellow
giants James Thompson and Ricardo Morais in
less than half a minute, combined, Aleksander
Emelianenko never enjoyed the widespread
acclaim that Kharitonov did. Whether his rough
style put critics off or his name led to enlarged
expectations I'm not certain, but the feeling
about Emelianenko was never as positive as
that about Kharitonov.

Now these two meet in the alternate bout to the
semifinals of this year's ‘Openweight Grand
Prix’. Given how easy it is to construct a
scenario where Wanderlei Silva and Mirko
Filipovic kick each other half to death, with both
men carried from the ring and in no condition to
continue, this alternate bout is somewhat more
interesting than most. The winner here has a
very real chance to make the finals, with the
further plot twist of a chance to revenge a loss
in each case (Emelianenko vs. Barnett or
Filipovic, Kharitonov vs. Nogueira).

The first word that springs to mind when
considering the younger Emelianenko is
‘lumbering’. He is not swift afoot, to say the
least. His entire fight strategy appears to be
‘advance, pummel, overwhelm’. Any time this
doesn’t produce immediate results, he finds
himself in trouble. His fight with ‘Cro Cop’ is the
perfect example of how lateral movement can
befuddle the brawler or grappler. Aleks would
advance with all the ferocity and subtlety of a
French general in World War 1, with
approximately the same effect. Filipovic, being
quicker and better schooled, could avoid every
lunge and answer back with wicked strikes to
his off-balance and out-of-position opponent,
leading to the TKO and Emelianenko’s first loss.
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Sergei Kharitonov Will Fight Aleks Emelianenko (C) Dream Stage Entertainment Inc.

Likewise, when faced with an opponent of
similar size, good technique, and an impressive
chin, the advance and pummel approach fell
short. Against Josh Barnett, Emelianenko was
able to land. It could be argued he got the better
of most of the bout, in fact. However, Barnett
was good enough to avoid the brunt of the
attack, and tough enough to endure what got
through. You can’t run the Emelianenko machine
at that rate for long without running out of gas,
and once that happened, the big guy was
helpless.

I don’t want to dwell on his limitations too much
though, because the second word that comes
to mind when discussing Emelianenko is
‘terrifying’. Come to think of it, it's often the third
or fourth word, depending upon the number of
expletives preceding it. Advance — pummel —
overwhelm is a limited strategy, but if you're big
enough, strong enough, and aggressive
enough, it's workable. Aleks is most certainly
big, strong, and aggressive. He almost dwarfs
his brother, the heavyweight champion of the
world, and in the training footage I've seen,
throws him around with ease. | don't recall the
last time | saw Aleks fight when he wasn’t on
the attack. Yes, his attack consists of advancing
behind a windmill of arm punches, but he can
make up in volume what he loses in accuracy,
and in raw strength what's lost to inefficiency.

Once he closes the gap, Emelianenko is a
perfectly competent grappler. He’s not in the
class of a Nogueira or his brother technically,
but he’s got a sound grasp of fundamental
takedowns, controls, and submissions. His
grappling defense is likewise good — he gave
Pawel Nastula fits on the ground, and ultimately
choked out the judo champion.

The once highly-regarded Kharitonov has slid
into mediocrity in the minds of many recently.
MMA is very much a ‘what have you done for
me lately?’ affair, and his last two bouts include
a lethargic split decision victory and a one-sided
loss to an opponent moving up in weight. These
are not results to excite the fan.

Nothing hurts Kharitonov’s cause more than
getting hurt. He reportedly suffered a shoulder
injury prior to his fight with Fabricio Werdum,
and injured the other arm while being taken
down by Alistair Overeem. This is starting to
give him the reputation of being fragile, obviously
a detriment to the professional fighter. One
wonders first if this is actually the case, or if
the man has just been frightfully unlucky of late,
and second if, true or not, he's had enough time

to recover from those injuries before taking
another tough fight.

If he's healthy, Kharitonov is still an excellent
fighter. Technically, he’s Aleks’ superior as a
striker by a wide margin. He kicks rarely (Aleks
does so even more rarely; this aspect is hardly
worth considering), but his punches are crisp
and accurate. He’s one of the few MMA
combatants to use the punch to the body as a
significant part of his attack, and it serves him
well. Boxing fans know that body shots open
up the head by wearing down the body and
forcing the opponent to defend more targets.
MMA fighters have been almost exclusively
headhunters; Sergei and a few others are
changing that trend.

Kharitonov’s grappling is also quite good, and
once again seems more polished than that of
Emelianenko. He has more wins by submission
than Emelianenko, though you'd have to say
the quality of his opposition is lower. Still, very
few men can fight both Fabricio Werdum and
Antonio Rodrigo Nogueira without being
submitted, and Sergei Kharitonov has done so.
Clearly his defence is excellent — it's unlikely
he’ll be submitted unless he’s overwhelmed
physically.

Of course, overwhelming him physically is
precisely the approach Emelianenko will take.
Kharitonov's technique does not include the deft
lateral movement that opened up opportunities
for Mirko Filipovic. His takedowns, while clean
and technically sound, can’'t be considered
superior to those of Pawel Nastula. This puts
him directly in the path of the oncoming freight
train that is Aleksander Emelianenko, and that is
not a healthy place to be. If his defense holds
up and he can wear down the bigger man with
body shots, he might find the opening for a
takedown or a knockout blow. But | doubt it.

Maybe I'm wrong. Maybe Kharitonov will be
the aggressor, pushing Aleks on the defensive,
a role he’s wholly unsuited for, and finishing
him off. Maybe the all-out Emelianenko attack
will leave an opening for the canny Kharitonov
to exploit. Maybe.

Fair or not, though, right now my image of Sergei
Kharitonov is him on his back, helplessly
absorbing strikes from a smaller man. If | replace
Alistair Overeem in that picture with Aleksander
Emelianenko, Kharitonov's situation does not
improve.

Prediction: Emelianenko, by TKO, in Round 1.
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OPINION

Steroids. The dirtiest word in sport.
And something which Mixed Martial
Arts absolutely must not become
associated with if its growth is to
remain on course.

Currently the effects of rogue competitors
using and abusing performance enhancing
drugs are having particularly adverse
effects on baseball, cycling and athletics
among other high profile sports.

Images have been tarnished, records
ridiculed and achievements branded a joke.
There is also no signal that the cheating will
stop any time soon. Over the last two
weeks, Tour de France winner Floyd Landis
and World and Olympic 100 meters
champion Justin Gatlin have failed drug
tests. If the quest for glory continues to
persuade athletes at the very top of thier
game to indulge in steroid use, then an end
is certainly not yet in sight.

This rings particularly true when one
considers that advancements in drug
testing technology are reactionary to the
developments in producing untraceable
performance enhancing stimulants. Due to
always playing catch up with the cheats,
sports who have become a home to steroid
takers will invariably have their champions
guestioned as people ponder whether
history is repeating itself. When a group
are watching sport on television, how often
is the phrase “he must be on drugs” uttered?
Far more than it should - which is never.

Reputations are hard to gain, but negative
ones are desperately difficult to shake off.
For a sport which is still branded as being
barbaric, a drug scandal is the last thing
which Mixed Martial Arts needs. Desperate
for recognition, credibility and mainstream
acceptance, MMA has to be squeaky clean
and steroid free.

Thus, Kimo Leopoldo failing a drug test
ahead of his scheduled fight with Bas Rutten
on July 22" for the World Fighting Alliance
was deeply concerning. As MMA garners
more media coverage at a delicate stage in
its development, any off-putting and
pessimistic articles could lead to severe
damage in the fight for wider approval.

For those who doubt this, remember stories
stay on record. There is no doubt MMA is
still struggling to shake off it's lawless, no-
holds-barred image from 1993 - primarily
because the past is so easilly brought up.
To look at another sport’s misfortune,
baseball’s current steroids scandal centres
on a four year time frame between 1998
and 2002 and is showing no signes of
letting up any time soon. That is because
journalists will always rake through history
and doubters will never forget the past.
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WARNING: STEROIDS
EAN (WILL) SERIOUSLY
DAMAGE YOUR HEALTH

Steroids Are An Increasing Problem In Sport

Therefore, MMA not yet being a mainstream
phenomenon does not mean that articles
regarding steroid use will not have lasting
damage.

However, perhaps fortunately, the
revelation of Kimo's failed drug test did not
come at a time when MMA can lay claim to
being at the centre of major sports stories.
It is a warning sign which should be
heeded though. Just look to athletics,
baseball and cycling to see the disastrous
effects drug use can have on the integrity
of mainstream sports.

Unquestionably then, now is the time to
act and increase the frequency of steroid
testing in MMA. Thankfully that appears to
be happening courtesy of athletic
commissions across America. But is it not
time for drug tests to be mandatory?

Currently, the Nevada State Athletic
Commission, generally but not always,
tests fighters competing in the main event
of its MMA shows, in addition to a small
number of combatants featuring on the
undercard.

Random tests are smart, obviously
because they bring an element of surprise
and the threat of potentially being tested
should dissuade a fighter from taking drugs.

However, if finances allow it, surely all
active participants on a MMA event should
be analysed for drug use. Naturally, at
$278.50 per test, smaller promotions with
lengthy cards and limited profit margins may
struggle to foot the bill for all of their
combatants to be tested. Consequently it
would make financial sense for them to
benefit from the current set-up, particularly
when one considers that a failed test on
one of these shows would not quite be the
public relations catastrophe the UFC could

ROSS MCTAVISH

OPINION

face over such a fiasco.

The UFC can certainly afford the financial
outlay to test all of their fighters though
and it would make sense for them to lobby
the NSAC to employ mandatory testing on
their shows. The reason being that in the
future, should a steroid scandal ever arise,
then the UFC could show themselves to
have been pro-active and pre-emptive,
thus diluting any harm their image may
suffer.

With the existing legislation, it is possible
for a fighter using performance enhancing
drugs to compete on MMA shows in the
United States of America and not be
caught, even if they are taking a massive
risk. Why not act now and take away the
potential of them getting away with it?

Of course, there is always the possibility
of Mixed Martial Artists on drugs travelling
to the United Kingdom or Japan to fight
and earn a living. It is hoped by most
involved in the UK MMA industry that the
sport will eventually follow the lead of the
USA and introduce a form of random drug
testing, which will certainly do the
booming sport’s standing no harm. With
no governing body though, how this would
be implemented remains a matter of heated
debate.

Japan, on the other hand, appears as if it
will always be a haven for steroid users,
which is bizarre for a country which has
a widespread hatred for recreational drug
use. But with Pride Fighting
Championships planning to run shows in
America, its fighters will too soon be
subjected to random drug tests, which
could have an impact on who the
promotion use on their cards.

Ultimately, steroid use does not produce a
problem with public perception and media
interrogation in Japan. In the USA, it
certainly does, which is why all Mixed
Martial Arts organisations based in North
America must do all they can to make sure
they do not fall victim to a steroid scandal.
The wellbeing of the industry is at stake
and we cannot let the cheats and
naysayers win. Be smart. Say no to
drugs.
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