Total MMA

ISSUE 11: 22¥J2D06: WWWOAL-MMACOM

Pride Superstar Murilo ‘Ninja’ Rua Is Set To Fight For UK Promotion Cage Rage In September (c) Dream Stage Entertainment Inc.

By Ross McT avish, Co-Editor

Cage Rage co-promoter Dave O’Donnell
revealed that he hopes to confirm the
participation of Murilo ‘Ninja’ Rua on
September 30t"'s Cage Rage 18 show
“over the next couple of days”.

Negotiations are currently on going with the
Chute Boxe fighter, but if successful the
Brazilian will face British combatant Mark ‘The
Wizard’ Weir.

O’Donnell admitted that he had initially hoped
Weir would face Phil Baroni at the upcoming
Wembley Arena event, but with ‘The New York
Badass’ signing to compete at UFC 65 on
November 18, the British promotion turned their
attentions to securing the services of Rua.

He said: “Phil has decided to go and fight in Las
Vegas, which is a shame, so it is a no go with
him.

“But ‘Ninja’ versus Mark Weir is very close to
being signed and if it goes ahead it will take
place at 185 Ibs”.

The Pride Fighting Championships combatant

will not be the only Brazilian to feature at the
show if everything runs to plan as O’Donnell
outlined that “we are currently in talks with
Marcio Cruz over a fight with Dan Severn which
is nearly there”.

‘Pe de Pano’ was scheduled to compete at the
last Cage Rage show on July 1 against Gilbert
Yvel, but had to withdraw from the fight after
suffering from a bout of pneumonia.

Now, the Gracie Barra Combat Team member is
being handed a chance to return to the UK
immediately, against the 42-year-old veteran,
Severn.

‘The Beast’ has already visited England once
this year, when he defeated Robert ‘Buzz’ Berry
courtesy of a first round rear-naked-choke
submission at an event promoted by Goshin
Ryu MMA Championships on June 3.

Now, the Coldwater, Michigan native will be
hoping to maintain his recent winning run
against the Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu legend.

Another fighter who is set to return to Cage
Rage is Alex Reid, who has spent his summer
living and training in Thailand.

The ‘Reidernater’ will be looking to bounce back
from his defeat to Dave Menne at Cage Rage
16 against Tony ‘The Freak’ Fryklund, who also
lost his last bout in London, when he was
knocked out by Anderson ‘The Spider’ Silva on
the same show.

Zelg Galesic and James E. Nicolle will definitely
square off in an eliminator for the right to fight
Mark Weir for his British Middleweight Title in
the future and Robert Berry will face Rob
Broughton for the British Heavyweight
Championship.

Two more British titles will also be on the line as
Sol ‘Zero Tolerance’ Gilbert and Paul ‘Semtex’
Daley lock horns at welterweight, while Brad
Pickett will face fellow featherweight Robbie
Olivier.

One bout which will not be happening though is
Chris Brennan against Jean Silva.

O’Donnell had been hopeful of pitting ‘The
Westside Strangler’ against ‘The White Bear’,
but as a result of being unable to confirm the
fight until September 10 — less than three weeks
before the show — the potential contest has
been scrapped.

ALSO: MAURO RANALLO REGARDING HIS COMMENTS ON DEAN LISTER AND WFA ‘KING
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RANALLO’S RINGSIDE RAMBLINGS

THOUGHTS ON DEAN LISTER, UFC AND WFA

By Mauro Ranallo, ‘The V oice Of Pride’

I hope you’'ll excuse me but with
everything that is transpiring at what

seems like breakneck speed in our
beloved MMA, | need to take a
moment (or an entire column) to
gather my thoughts and comment on

some of the recent and upcoming
happenings.

From a very young age, | knew that
broadcasting was going to be my chosen
vocation. | grew up listening to the voice of
the Vancouver Canucks of the NHL, Jim
Robson and | admired how he was able to
maintain his energy throughout the entire
game. | also liked the byplay between the
sometimes abrasive and pedantic Howard
Cosell and Muhammad Ali.

Someone who | really admire or should |
say admired, is the voice of HBO Boxing,
Jim Lampley. The erudite commentator
always delivers his play-by-play in a very
articulate and engaging fashion. He doesn’t
insult the intelligence of his audience by
‘dumbing down’ his work. Unfortunately, |
recently had the misfortune to hear him on
the radio putting down Mixed Martial Arts
as nothing more than “bar fighting” and going
so far as to say the sport’'s competitors
cannot be referred to as athletes!

| would have never in a million years
expected someone of his stature and
intelligence to spew such ignorant malarkey.
| mean a basic use of an internet search
engine would have enlightened him on just
how much of a sport MMA has become.
Better yet, why didn’t he spend some of
the myriad ‘Benjamins’ he makes and order
a PRIDE or UFC pay-per-view to see
firsthand why the sport is exploding
exponentially in popularity. Instead, he used
a guest spot on the Jim Rome radio program
to denigrate something he is totally clueless
about. | am surprised he didn’t break out the
‘human cockfighting’ quote while he was at
it. Could it be that Mr.Lampley, like so many
others involved with the so called sweet
science feel a little threatened?

Of course, us announcers are known for
putting our foot in our mouths on occasion.
Believe me, I'm no exception. During the
2005 PRIDE Middleweight Tournament first
round match-up between Dean Lister and
Ricardo Arona, Bas Rutten and | expressed
our disappointment at the fact that it wasn’t
as exciting as we had hoped. Both are world
class grapplers and we didn't anticipate a
stand-up war but knowing it was a PRIDE
ring and not an Abu Dhabi mat, we thought
we would see more of an all around MMA
display.

One of the biggest reasons | became
enthralled with MMA back in the day was
the artistry of the ground game. That, in my
humble opinion, is what truly makes the
sport different. Otherwise, it's really for the
most part, poor boxing with smaller gloves.
Anyway, styles make fights and obviously
Arona and Lister being nearly a carbon

Former Pride Fighter , Dean Lister (C) Dream S tage Entertainment Inc.

copy of each other didn’t translate as well
as hoped in the ring.

In a recent interview, Lister expressed his
anger at my commentary during that fight,
saying that | was the reason he left PRIDE.
When | first read the interview, | admit |
was surprised and hurt. | have always
been a huge fan of Dean Lister and feel
that he is one of the slickest submission
artists in the sport. Beyond that, he is one
of the truly good guys in MMA and always
very gracious when doing interviews etc.
| decided to re-watch the tape of that fight
and | will admit some of my comments
regarding the action were overly critical,
for example, “let’'s take a look at the
highlights, if that's what you call them”.

| pride myself, pardon the pun, on being
professional at all times and | take my work
very seriously. No one works as hard as |
do to prepare for a broadcast and when |
heard myself utter those words, | cringed.
| stand by the fact that | didn’t think the fight
was that entertaining but | shouldn’t have
been as pointed as | was in some of my
comments. | was very pleased to see that
Dean Lister recanted what he said about
me the next day and | have since contacted
him to let him know how much | admire his
talents as a fighter and his qualities as a
human being.

In the midst of the debacle that was UFC
61, hell froze over, pigs flew and Pauly
Shore won an Academy Award as PRIDE
World Middleweight Champion Wanderlei
Silva was introduced to the crowd in Las
Vegas by Dana White! Seeing Chuck Liddell
and Silva face to face in the octagon was
one of the sport’s surreal moments. So
what does this all mean in the grand

scheme of things? | wish | knew. | am as
perplexed as anyone regarding the new
working relationship between rival
companies Zuffa and Dream Stage
Entertainment. From a fan standpoint, it is
the equivalent of Christmas multiplied by
googleplex (infinity)! Of course, ‘Babalu’
Sobral may turn out to be the ‘grinch’ when
he faces Liddell in August.

Finally, this Saturday, July 22", It's the re-
launch of the WFA at the Forum in Los
Angeles and | will be there cheering on
my former broadcast partner and very
good friend Bas Rutten as he makes his
return to active competition after a seven
year hiatus. Former PRIDE star Quinton
‘Rampage’ Jackson will also be in action
against ex-UFC stand-out Matt ‘The Law’
Lindland. The promoters have invested a
ton of money into the show and it will be
interesting to see how successful they
are, both at the live gate and on PPV.
Obviously, Dana White sees them as a
threat as he had the WFA's Jeremy Lappen
thrown out of UFC 61 even though he had
been given a ticket by Ken Shamrock!

The summer is just heating up and the
world of MMA is getting even hotter! | can’t
wait to see what happens next!

The next PRIDE shows are as follows:

August 26 - PRIDE Bushido Grand Prix
Round 2

September 10 - PRIDE Openweight Grand
Prix Finals
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‘Madness At The Memorial’ Kicked Off A Hectic Month For Gladiatior Challenge (C) GC
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By Tommy Hackett in Seattle

July is traditionally the hottest month

of the year and that usually means it
is time to enjoy the warm California
sun for many of us here on the west
coast of the USA. But this year it looks
like everyone is setting down the
surfboards and heading to the arenas
- as we've been flooded with MMA
action every week this month, in the
Sunshine State and beyond.

The next major show on the US calendar,
‘WFA: King of the Streets’ takes place today,
but Gladiator Challenge has already whet
the appetites of MMA fans, with no less
than three events already in the books this
month.

First and foremost, ‘GC 51: Madness at the
Memorial’ blazed through Sacramento on
July 1 with Naoya Uematsu of K'z Factory
in Japan against ‘The California Kid’ Urijah
Faber headlining. Faber would continue his
superb year, winning his fourth straight in
2006, with a second round TKO via strikes
on the mat. Meanwhile, Uemetsu, who holds
wins over the likes of Caol Uno and Joey
Gilbert and is known as a leglock master,
maintained his unfortunate slide of three
straight losses dating back to last May.
Expect Faber to continue his ground and
pound assault on the world’s best
bantamweights in the months to come and
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brace yourselves for a future showdown
between Faber and fellow Californian
Gilbert Melendez — who incidentally
recorded a big win over Uematsu’s
teammate Rumina Sato last year.

Next, ‘GC 52: Deep Impact’ shot through
Lakewood, CA on July 8 with a host of
local MMA favourites. In the night's main
event, the undefeated Josh Hinkle recorded
a first round victory via Kimura against
Lakewood’s own Aaron Jameson.

Finally, the scrappy former college wrestler
Brian Cobb defeated another California
brawler in Bobby Suggs by a shoulder
crank submission in the main event at ‘GC
53: Hell Storm’ in Porterville, CA on July 16.
Both shows were of the essential variety,
getting our young fighters experience while
there remains little of an amateur circuit for
their development. Combatants such as
‘Rampage’ Jackson, Duane Ludwig, and
Joe Stevenson have all graced GC cards
and expect more to come. Gladiator
Challenge will take a well-earned rest in
August to return strong in September at
Eagle Mountain Casino in Portersville, CA.

Moving up north, we find unfortunate news
as King Of The Cage cancelled what was
to be its first show in the Pacific Northwest
this weekend at the Tulalip Casino in WA.
Early PRIDE favorite Akira Shoji was to face
UFC 5 veteran Todd Medina in what may

GLADIATIOR CHALLENGE ON FIRE

have been a fun encounter for us of the
old guard and local jiu-jitsu standout Mike
Joy was to fight Team Quest's lan
Loveland on the undercard. But perhaps
owing to ticket prices beginning at $50,
the show is off. We’ll hope the locals get
another shot at a PPV event soon! In the
meantime, AMC Vision Quest in Auburn,
WA is holding another PRIDE Amateur
event on 29 July.

As an aside, I'd like to give a special
recognition to a native son of the Pacific
Northwest who is laying it all on the line
again. In his four years of MMA
competition, Chris Leben had never been
stopped within the distance, but that all
changed with a devastating first round
knockout at the hands of Anderson Silva
last month at UFC: ‘Ultimate Fight Night 5.
However, instead of taking a moment of
pause, Leben will be back fighting just eight
weeks later at UFC’s ‘Ultimate Fight Night
6’ on August 17 against a tough opponent
in Jorge Santiago. Santiago, of American
Top Team, was a victor by first round KO
that same night when he knocked Justin
Levens out with a knee, finally reaping
the benefits of three months spent in
Holland honing his Muay Thai skills last
year. Expect a fine match of two good
all-around fighters, and hats off to Leben
for continue to give us the heart of a
champion.

To conclude, we go all the way out
Wisconsin for the venerable Extreme
Challenge promotion where we
congratulate Brian Gassaway on his win
over Jamie Toney. Now in his tenth year
of MMA competition, Gassaway earned
his first victory since sustaining facial
fractures at the hands of Diego Sanchez
last year. EC 68 also included an eight man
welterweight tournament which saw
Dustin Hazelette and Chad Reiner advance
to a final to be contested later. Past victors
of EC’s welter tournaments include Matt
Hughes and Jason Black. Let's hope
another star falls on the Midwest!

The next major shows in the USA are
as follows:

July 22 - WFA: ‘King Of The Streets’ -
California

July 29 - King Of The Cage: ‘Civil War’ -
Colorado

August 17 - UFC: ‘Ultimate Fight Night 6’ -
Las Vegas

August 26 - UFC 62 - Las Vegas
September 9 - IFL - Portland
September 23 - IFL - Moline
September 23 - UFC 63 - California

www.total-mma.com




WFA: CONTENDER OR PRETENDER?

Robin Jahdi asks

whether the WF A
. ¥ can challenge

the old guard?

WFA KING OF THE STREETS PREVIEW

Quinton ‘Rampage’ Jackson Is Set To Face Matt Lindland (C) Dream Stage Entertainment Inc.

An old MMA promotion returns
to action, with many big names
in tow. But can it compete with
the UFC?

On Saturday 22" July, a rather
major event for the Western Mixed
Martial Arts World occurs: the
launch of a potentially serious
opponent for the titan that is Zuffa's
UFC. Laying dormant for a number
of years due to a lack of financial
backing, the World Fighting Alliance
is back, and evidently with a very
impressive amount of money to its
name.

While there have been issues
surrounding one of the major fights
(explained below), this card boasts
an impressive array of international
MMA stars that any promotion
would be proud to host, including
the return of one of the most
legendary and charismatic fighters
of them all. But without further ado,

here is a look at the major fights of
the card.

Quinton ‘Rampage’ Jackson vs.
Matt ‘The Law’ Lindland

The main event for this promising
card is a big fight; both participants
are very famous in the international
MMA scene, both come from major
fight teams (Jackson with Team
Punishment and Lindland from the
legendary Team Quest), and this
should prove to be a defining bout
in the careers of both men.

Matt Lindland is arguably the best
wrestler in MMA*. An NCAA
champion with  Clackamas
Community College in 1991,
Lindland enjoyed a very
successful amateur career that
culminated in a silver medal at 167.5
Ibs at the 2000 Olympics in Sydney.

The past few years have been

interesting for Lindland. Building his
experience initially with fights
against the likes of Travis Fulton
and Yoji Anjoh, he encountered his
first very controversial fight in May
2002.

In a bout with Murilo Bustamante,
Lindland apparently tapped to an
arm bar. Referee ‘Big’ John
McCarthy stopped the fight, but the
contest was restarted at Lindland’s
insistence that he wasn’t tapping.
Lindland was then guillotine choked
in the third round, giving him the
ignominy of being the only man to
ostensibly have been submitted
twice in one fight.

‘The Law’ rebounded with
consecutive wins over both Ivan
Salaverry and Phil Baroni before
another ‘interesting’ fight came his
way. In a tilt with Falaniko Vitale at
June 2003's UFC 43, an unfortunate
slip reversed a takedown attempt

www.total-mma.com
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Bas Rutten Will Finally Return To Action Against Ruben Villareal (C) www.basrutten.tv

into a fall onto the back of his head, knocking
him out cold.

Again, Lindland followed this up with a run of
two good wins (a revenge win against Vitale
and then a Rumble On The Rock victory over
Tony ‘The Freak’ Fryklund) before another ‘bad
luck’ match.

In August 2004's UFC 49, Lindland faced off
against David Terrell, a grappling specialist who
Lindland had to have been expected to win.
The bell rang for the opening round, and a flurry
of fast fists led to a surprised Lindland falling to
another knockout.

That loss appears to have really motivated him,
as he seems to have spent the last two years
being the most under-rated fighter in the
middleweight division. Undefeated in seven
fights, he has absolutely mauled the likes of
Antonio Schembri (who beat Kazushi Sakuraba
in March 2003) and Fabio Leopoldo in absolutely
dominating fashion.

Last seen in the UFC enjoying comfortable wins
over such esteemed competition as Travis Lutter
and Joe Doerkson, he was allegedly fired for
wearing corporate sponsorship on his t-shirt
after a fight. Cynics of Dana White have
suggested the ulterior motive was that he is
just too much of a threat to Zuffa golden boy
Rich ‘Ace’ Franklin to keep around.

Regardless of the politics, Lindland has since
fought for whichever promotion offers him a
fight. He has competed for the aforementioned
Rumble On The Rock, Cage Rage (beating

Schembri and Mark Weir), Gracie Fighting
Championships (Leopoldo) and Sportfight,
submitting Landon Showalter in under three
minutes.

Most recently, he moved up to light-heavyweight
division, to face fellow great wrestler Mike Van
Arsdale. While Van Arsdale doesn’t have the
finest MMA pedigree, he has fought the likes of
Wanderlei Silva and John Marsh (beating the
latter). It took MMA legend Randy Couture until
the third round to beat VVan Arsdale, but Lindland
submitted him in the first stanza; the move up in
weight seems to have been successful thus
far...

...Which brings us to ‘Rampage’. For years,
Quinton Jackson was one of the most feared
light-heavyweights in the world, racking up
wins against the likes of Igor Vovchanchyn,
Kevin Randleman, Murilo Bustamante, Chuck
Liddell and Ricardo Arona.

Using a combination of brutal striking, good
wrestling skills and a lot of aggression (the key
ingredient, which has led to his numerous
highlight-reel slams and throws, the most
notable of which was probably his powerbomb
on Arona, which knocked the Brazilian out cold),
‘Rampage’ made a name for himself as someone
not to be messed with.

He went through a period from October 2004 to
April 2005 in which he had a lot of trouble
against the Muay Thai skills of various
Chuteboxe fighters. First losing his second
match against Wanderlei Silva in brutal fashion
that saw his unconscious body plummet through

UFC 61: ‘Bitter Rivals’

Saturday July 22

The Forum, Los Angeles, California
Fight Card:

Matt Lindland vs. Quinton Jackson
Bas Rutten vs. Ruben Villareal

Ryoto Machida vs. Vernon ‘Tiger’ White
lvan Salaverry vs. Art Santore

Jason Miller vs. Lodune Sincaid
Edwin Aguilar vs. Martin Kampmann
Rob McCullough vs. Harris Sarmiento
Marvin Eastman vs. Jorge Oliveira

Antonio McKee vs. Adam Arredondo

Courtesy of Phillip Collins, we bring you the
listings for MMA and boxing on British television
over the coming days.

Saturday 22nd

Bravo: 10-11PM: UFC 61 Highlights
Player: 9-10PM: UFC Unleashed
Sunday 23rd

Sky Sports 1: 2-5AM: Boxing: Carlos Baldomir
vs. Arturo Gatti for the WBC Welterweight Title

Bravo: 10-12AM: UFC 'Ultimate Fight Night 4
Player: 9-10PM: UFC Unleashed

Poker Channel: 10.30-1.30AM: International
Fighting Championship

Monday 24th

Eurosport 1: 6.30-8.30: Fight Club: K-1 'World
Max Championship Final'

Player: 9-10PM: UFC Unleashed
Bravo: 11-12AM: UFC 'The Ultimate Fighter 3'

Poker Channel: 11.30-1.30AM: International
Fighting Championship

Tuesday 25th

Eurosport 1: 8.30-10.30PM: Boxing

Player: 9-10PM: UFC Unleashed

Bravo 11-12AM: UFC 'The Ultimate Fighter 3'

Poker Channel: 11.30-1.30AM: International
Fighting Championship

www.total-mma.com




Then came the 2005 Pride middleweight grand
prix and an opening-round fight with ‘Ninja’s
brother, Mauricio ‘Shogun’ Rua. In a scene of
utter skill and aggression, ‘Shogun’ demolished
a simply outmatched Jackson in minutes, injuring
his ribs in the process.

This led many to proclaim the end of ‘Rampage’,
somewhat dramatically. Yes, this was
something of a slide for a fighter used to high-
level success but hindsight, seeing ‘Shogun’
tear through the 205 Ib division on his way to
winning the tournament, and Silva retaining his
title, would suggest it was more Silva and Rua
being great, rather than Jackson being ‘bad’
(no pun intended).

Since then, Jackson made short work of
journeyman Hirotaka Yokoi and won an easy
decision against the increasingly impressive
South Korean, Dong Sik Yoon. Mention must be
made of the fact that Jackson was unable to
finish Yoon, but the Korean displayed a lot of
toughness in the face of stomps and punches.

What is known is that, training aside (of course,
Lindland spent years training with light-
heavyweight monster Couture before the latter
left to set up his own training facility in Las
Vegas), Lindland has not fought anyone with
the combination of size, striking, wrestling and
aggression of a peak ‘Rampage’.

The question would be whether Jackson is
indeed still in his peak; are the doubters right
that he’s past his prime? This fight might go
some way to informing us which of the two
warriors is in the ascendancy if it lives up to
the heady expectations. Let’s hope we see
neither a lackadaisical Jackson nor an unlucky
Lindland.

* While Rulon Gardner won gold at heavyweight
during the same games, his very brief MMA
career to date (one fight, a loss to Hidehiko
Yoshida in December 2004) works against him
when it comes to best wrestlers in MMA.

Bas ‘El Guapo’ Rutten vs. Ruben Villareal

It was announced by the California State Athletic
Commission (CSAC) on Thursday evening that
Bas Rutten’s original opponent, Kimo Leopoldo,
tested positive for a banned substance and
was thus withdrawn from the card. The
substance has been alleged to have been
Stanozolol, a synthetic anabolic steroid derived
from testosterone.

This would not be the first time Leopoldo has
stumbled on a steroid test. The Nevada State
Athletic Commission suspended him for six
months for a failed test, following his knockout
loss to Ken Shamrock at UFC 48, in June 2004.
Subsequently, to be allowed to fight by the
CSAC, he would have had to take another test.

Unimpressed, Rutten commented to MMA
website Sherdog when he heard the news:
“Every guy who uses steroids to fight is a
fucking pussy.” Josh Barnett and Tim Sylvia
were unavailable for comment at the time of
writing....

Rutten continued, regarding Kimo’s propensity
for showmanship, “for him to do this shit after
all the promotion he did, all the shit he talked
about me — taking me out in minutes and all that

MMAABE O

Jason ‘Mayhem’ Miller Will Fight Lodune Sincaid (C) www .mayhemmiller .com

bullshit — apparently that was the steroids
talking, right?”

It was more recently revealed that Hammer
House fighter Wes ‘The Project’ Sims had
stepped into Kimo’s sizeable shoes, for an
alleged $30,000. While his record has been less
than stellar, the diplomatic Rutten was not about
to write him off

Citing him as a large, in-shape (he was training
to fight at World Extreme Cagefighting (WEC)'s
memorial show for the esteemed and recently-
deceased industry figure Ryan Bennett, on July
28" and — with a record this past year of 5-1-
1 — resurgent fighter, Bas was not about to
take him lightly.

Seemingly no sooner had this been arranged,
another problem struck this fight. When being
prepared for the bout by the CSAC, the
Commission informed him that, as the WEC and
WFA dates occur within a seven-day span, he
would not be able to fight more than once in
that period.

In a noble move, Sims pulled out of the WFA
contest, in favour of the WEC fight, for which
he would not be paid. While such decency is
most definitely to be applauded, the WFA was
once again without an opponent for Rutten’s
return to combat.

Now, it has been confirmed that ‘El Guapo’ will
face Ruben Villareal after the Native American
passed the stringent CSAC medicals early on
Friday night.

Villareal will carry a weight advantage of 46
Ibs over Rutten and will be cornered by ‘Tank’
Abbott.

Apart from Lindland vs. Jackson and the
return of Bas, there are numerous other
fights that promise much.

Undefeated Ryoto ‘LYOTO’ Machida makes his
US debut against Vernon ‘Tiger’ White. The
former, a protégé of Antonio Inoki, holds wins
over the likes of UFC stars Stephan Bonnar,
Rich Franklin and B.J. Penn. Though lacking
experience in comparison with the Lion’s Den
veteran White, a loss for ‘LYOTO’ would be
surprising indeed. Given past form, expect this
to be a skilled striking display in which Machida
prevails via knockout.

Another potentially very entertaining bout comes
in the form of Jason ‘Mayhem’ Miller against
Lodune Sincaid. Miller is a rangy, tough grappler,
most famous for going the distance against the
prodigious Georges St. Pierre, at UFC 52.

Following that fight, he has won three in a row
(against Mark Moreno, Vitale and Stefan Gamlin,
all by early submission) and seems very ready
for this contest.

Sincaid made something of a name for himself
in the debut season of ‘The Ultimate Fighter’.
While lacking elite skills his 9-2 record, including
a win over James lIrvin, is very respectable. He
will want to make a name for himself on a star-
studded card such as this.

A fight eagerly awaited by this writer is the
return to action (again, after being ‘let go’ by
UFC for dubious reasons) of one lvan Salaverry.
Salaverry has a wide skill-set, and boasts
victories over Andrei Semenov, Tony Fryklund
and Joe Riggs - the latter two in very impressive
fashion.

He will be facing the experienced Art Santore,
who has won his last three fights via quick
knockout. While Santore is expected to be
impressive and hungry for another scalp,
Salaverry’s experience against the elite in MMA
(and occasionally training with the likes of Tito
Ortiz and Josh Barnett) should see him gain the
victory.
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By Jordan Breen
completevaletudoaccess.blogspot.com

The immediate future of HERO'S has
gained some measure of clarity

At a press conference held at the Capital
Hotel in Tokyo, 2005 HERO’S Middleweight
Champion Norifumi ‘KID’ Yamamoto
announced that, as rumoured, he would a
hiatus from mixed martial arts competition
in order to pursue his dream of wrestling in
the Olympics. ‘KID’ plans on working toward
the 2007 Emperor’s Cup and a 2008 Beijing
Games bid in the 60 kilogram class. While
K-1 producer Sadaharu Tanigawa said that
he hoped Yamamoto would participate at
New Year's Eve's K-1 Dynamite!!, ‘KID’
offered no definitive answer as to when
he would step back into the ring.

Also announced was that last year’'s
middleweight tournament runner-up, Genki
Sudo, would not fight in this year's
tournament as expected. While HERO’S
staff were optimistic about Sudo’s
involvement, it appears that a herniated disc
in Sudo’s neck, an injury from collegiate
wrestling, will keep him from the tournament.

With ‘KID’ and Sudo out of action, Tanigawa
announced that their tournament spots
would be filled by Hiroyuki Takaya and
Kazuya Yasuhiro. K-1's online polling for
the recommendation spot saw Hideo Tokoro
take the majority of the vote, giving him the
bid for the tournament’s eighth man, but due
to two more spots opening up, K-1 selected
further participants from the polling. Takaya
was the second place vote getter, and thus
was afforded a place.

Yasuhiro, however, was not dominant in
the polling. Many votes were cast for former
Shooto kings Alexandre Franca ‘Pequeno’
Nogueira and Vitor ‘Shaolin’ Ribeiro.
However K-1 felt that with the participation
of Gesias 'JZ’ Calvancanti and Rani Yahira,
that Brazil was adequately represented in
the tournament. Nogueira, however, is still
slated to compete in a superfight on the
card.

Lithuanian Remigijus Morkevicius also took
a great number of votes, but is not yet able
to return to the ring, due to nasal surgery.
As a result, K-1 MAX fighter Kazuya
Yasuhiro was given the final spot. Yasuhiro
has competed in mixed martial arts before,
losing by submission to ‘KID’ Yamamoto.

In other first round bouts, UFC and PRIDE
Bushido veteran Carlos Newton will meet
Cage Rage light-heavyweight champion
Melvin Manhoef, and former stand out
judoka Shungo Oyama will face the half
cousin of two of his former opponents,
Rodrigo Gracie.

Making his HERO'S debut, former PRIDE
superstar Kazushi Sakuraba will fight
Shooto Europe cruiserweight king Kestutis
Smirnovas, and HERO'’S ace Yoshihiro
Akiyama will come up against former K-1
stand out Kin Taiei. While it was thought

Norifumi ‘Kid’ Yamamoto - Olympian?

that BJ Penn would participate in the
tournament, that did not pan out, as Penn
has suffered a hand injury. As a result,
HERO'’S added Kin Taiei. Kin was a K-1
main stay during the early years of the
organisation, and is best known for his
trilogy with Orlando Weit, as well as his
fights with lvan Hippolyte and Stan
Longinidis. HERO'S director Akira Maeda
says he would still like to see Penn fight
both in the UFC Octagon, and in the HERO’S
ring.

Also, K-1 announced that they have not
yet decided whether they will use their
previously proposed round structure of one
ten minute round, followed by one five
minute round ala PRIDE Bushido, for their
85 kilogram contests.

Dream Stage Entertainment have
announced the four quarter-final
match-ups for the 2006 PRIDE
Welterweight Grand Prix. The seven
winners of the first round bouts
earlier this year join Dan Henderson
at this event to decide the final four
competitors for the finals in
November .

Defending Welterweight Champion Dan
Henderson will rematch Kazuo Misaki, who
qualified with a win over Phil Baroni. These
two clashed only four months before at
Bushido 10, a fight that ended in an
unanimous decision victory for Henderson.
Misaki put on a brave effort but in the end
couldn’t truly challenge the champion. This
time Misaki is preparing in USA with former
Pancrase foe Ricardo Almeida, and will be
hoping to overcome the reigning champion
who so far is undefeated in Bushido with
four wins.

The other GRABAKA fighter in the
tournament, Akihiro Gono, who is coming
off a victory over Cuban judoka Hector

CARD:

Sammy Corporation Presents HERO'S
2006

August 5th, 2006: Ariake Coliseum
Tokyo, Jap an

Doors Open: 14:30
Fights Start: 16:00

Current, Tentative Fight Card (Subject To
Change):

HERO'S 2006 Middleweight Tournament
Quarterfinal: Open, 2R/1EXT 5M

Kultar Gill (Revolution Fight Team) vs.
Kaoru Uno (Wajyutsu Keisyukai Tokyo
Headquarters)

HERO'S 2006 Middleweight Tournament
Quarterfinal: Open, 2R/1EXT 5M

Ivan Menjivar (Tristar Gym) vs. Hideo
Tokoro (Reversal Gym)

HERO'S 2006 Middleweight Tournament
Quarterfinal: Open, 2R/1EXT 5M

Gesias Calvancanti (American Top Team)
vs. Hiroyuki Takaya (Team HARDCORE)

HERO'S 2006 Middleweight Tournament
Quarterfinal: Open, 2R/1EXT 5M

Rani Yahira (Atiada Jr. Jiu-Jitsu) vs.
Kazuya Yasuhiuro (Seido Kaikan)

HERO'S 2006 Light Heavyweight
Tournament Quarterfinal: Open, 2R/1EXT
5M

Carlos Newton (Warrior MMA) vs. Melvin
Manhoef (IT'S SHOWTIME)

HERO'S 2006 Light Heavyweight
Tournament Quarterfinal: Open, 2R/1EXT
5M

Shungo Oyama (Freelance) vs. Rodrigo
Gracie (Team Royce Gracie)

HERO'S 2006 Light Heavyweight
Tournament Quarterfinal: Open, 2R/1EXT
5M

Yoshihiro Akiyama (Freelance) vs. Kin
Taiei (Seido Kaikan)

HERO'S 2006 Light Heavyweight
Tournament Quarterfinal: Open, 2R/1EXT
5M

Kestutis Smirnovas (Audra Gym) vs.
Kazushi Sakuraba (Freelance)

Also Scheduled To Participate:
Alexandre Franca Nogueira (Shooto Brazil
Dojo)

Don Frye (Team Frye)
Min Soo Kim (RINGS Korea)
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Lombard at Bushido 11 will face Dutch up-and-
comer Gegard Mousasi - whom also defeated
a judoka in Makoto Takimoto to qualify for the
quarterfinal. The savvy veteran seems
confident that his boxing skills will be able to
handle the kickboxing of Mousasi, who has so
has far finished all his Japanese opponents
with strikes.

Undefeated BTT hope Paulo Filho will take on
the DEEP champion Ryo Chonan. Filho, who has
been dominating all opponents so far in the
Bushido ring - which includes the likes of ‘Ninja’,
Amar Suloev and Ryuta Sakurai - beat
Frenchman Gregory Bouchelaghem in rather
disappointing decision victory at Bushido 11 for
his spot. Chonan edged out a close split
decision victory over Joey Villasenor for his
place. The Japanese fighter, who before this
tournament was coming off two quick KO
losses in Bushido to Dan Henderson and Phil
Baroni, is hoping to keep his newfound victory
streak alive. Chonan has battled a broken orbital
bone he suffered against Villasenor and it was
for a long time questionable if he was going to
fight but it's now clear it has healed in time.
While Paulo Filho, who before the last fight
suffered from a virus and was in bad shape,
wishes to reedem himself and put on a more
exciting performance for the fans.

In the last quarter-final Denis Kang from
American Top Team will clash with Amar Suloev
of Red Devil Sport Club. Kang, who had had
two run-ins with Suloev’s training partner
Andrei Semenov, resulting in one draw and one
victory is hoping to continue his current
seventeen fight win streak. Suloev now has
the chance to take revenge for Semenov, while
advancing the tournament and maybe getting a
rematch with Paulo Filho down the road.

Outside of the tournament, PRIDE Lightweight
Champion Takanori Gomi will make his comeback
after the loss in a non-title fight to Marcus
Aurelio. And lkuhisa Minowa, coming off a win
in DEEP’s CMA Festival, will also make his return
to the Bushido ring.

Akitoshi Hokazono was an amateur
Shooto champion. Akitoshi Hokazono was
a rookie Shooto champion. Now, Akitoshi
Hokazono is a world Shooto champion.

Hokazono has kept a low profile during his
Shooto ascent. Having competed only seven
times in the Shooto ring over his four year
career, Hokazono was able to maintain a
peculiar amount of anonymity as he climbed the
Shooto ranks. July 21st marked only the third
time that Hokazono competed at Japan’s fight
mecca, the Korakuen Hall. However, the 29 year
old Osaka native made is a night to remember,
as he became the fourth man to wind clasp the
straps of the Shooto World Featherweight
Championship around his waist.

Early, it was Kenji Osawa who put the pressure
on Hokazono, but powerful counterstriking
paved the way for Hokazono's title victory. After
trading shots through the first frame, Hokazono
asserted himself late in the round with a hard
left hook to the face of Osawa, that put him on
the mat. Early in round two, Hokazono struck
with a left-right hook combination that stumbled
the Wajyutsu star. Parrying the aggressive
punching of Osawa, Hokazono was able to dish
out damage until the final bell, swelling Osawa’s

right eye, and gashing him under his left.

In round three, Hokazono went for the finish as
he took Osawa’s back, but Osawa was able to
stand up, carrying Hokazono for a piggyback
and defending ably. Though he was unable to
close out the fight against Osawa the way he
did two years ago, when he choked him out in
only 65 seconds, Hokazono left no doubt in
anyone’s mind who the champion was, as he
took a unanimous decision victory to become
the fourth World Featerweight Champion of
Professional Shooto.

Another Shooto champion, ‘Lion’ Takeshi Inoue,
saw action in the semi-final bout of the evening.
In what was seemingly intended to be a
showcase fight for the young champion, the
contest wound up as more of a showcase fight
for his opponent, American Top Team youngster
Cole Miller. Miller came out aggressively from
the start of round one, flexing his stand up skills,
and putting the champion on his heels, forcing
Inoue to take him to the mat. On the floor, Miller
was able to use his tremendous length to
frustrate the typically powerful ground
punching of Inoue, stealing the first round from
the ‘Lion’.

The second and third round saw Inoue take
Miller to the ground early, attempting to pound
from top position, but he was continuously
frustrated by the long-legged Miller, who was
able to work his hips up on Inoue, forcing him to
defend rather than attack as zealously as usual.
While the third frame saw Inoue find greater
success with economic, single power punches
from the guard, Miller was game throughout,
even attacking Inoue from his back with
punches. When it went to the judges’ cards, it
was clear that Inoue had done enough to win
by imposing his gameplan over the final two
rounds, but Miller had surely spoiled what was
supposed to be an exhibition of Inoue’s talent,
by validating his skill level against Shooto’s 65
kilogram ace.

In what proved to be the most hotly competitive
bout of the evening, former World Featherweight
Champion Ryota Matsune made his return to
the Shooto ring after twenty months on the shelf
due to a knee injury, taking on 2005
Featherweight Rookie Champion, Takeya
Mizugaki. Both men were able to alternate early
rounds, as the rookie ace shook off an early
flying armbar attempt from Matsune, and
pounded from top position. Back on the feet,
Mizugaki was able to score with hard punches
to earn himself the round. In the second round,
Matsune was able to use his outstanding
wrestling and grappling to pass guard, and
control the top position. With under a minute
left, Matsune was able to block an attempted
throw from Mizugaki, and take his back, working
to sink a choke with just under a minute left.

In the third round, both men fought with
desperation until the final bell, with a palpable
sense of tension hanging in Korakuen Hall. While
one judge gave the bout to Mizugaki with a 30-
29 scorecard, the other two scored the bout
29-29, resulting in a majority draw. Again, it was
the largely untested underdog showcasing his
true ability against the heavy favourite. While
neither Miller, nor Mizugaki were able to notch a
victory, the strength of their performances
showed that they’re no longer up-and-comers:
they have arrived.
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Crymson and Sustain Present
Professional Shooto: July 21st, 2006:
Korakuen Hall, T okyo, Jap an

Official Results:

2006 Shooto Welterweight Rookie Tournament
Semifinal: Class B, 70 KG, 2R 5M:

Yoshihiro Koyama (Paraestra Matsudo)
defeated Yoshiki Noguchi (Paraestra Sapporo)
by unanimous decision (20-17, 20-17, 20-18)
at full time limit.

2006 Shooto Bantamweight Rookie Tournament
Quarterfinal: Class B, 56 KG, 2R 5M:

Takuya Mori (Paraestra Sapporo) defeated
Takayuki Kobe (ALIVE) by majority decision (20-
19, 20-19, 19-19) at full time limit.

2006 Shooto Featherweight Rookie Tournament
Quarterfinal: Class B, 60 KG, 2R 5M:

Teruyuki Matsumoto (Shooting Gym Osaka)
defeated Kazuya Tamura (Mach Dojo) by
submission via rear naked choke at 1:55 of R1.

2006 Shooto Lightweight Rookie Tournament
Semifinal: Class B, 65 KG, 2R 5M:

Daisuke Ishizawa (Paraestra Sapporo)
defeated Hiroshi Nakamura (Tokyo Yellow
Mans) by KO via right hook at 4:26 of R2.

Class A, 70 KG, 3R 5M:

Yusuke Endo (Gokita Gym) defeated Clayton
Guida (Hellhouse) by submission via armbar at
2:47 of R1.

Class A, 60 KG, 3R 5M:

So Tazawa (GUTSMAN Shooto Dojo) defeated
Hiroyuki Tanaka (Chokushinkai) by unanimous
decision (30-27, 30-27, 30-28) at full time limit.

Class A, 56 KG, 3R 5M:

Masatoshi Abe (Abe Ani Combat Club) defeated
Junji lkoma (Chokushinkai) by TKO via doctor's
stoppage due to a swollen eye at 2:06 of R1.

Class A, 60 KG, 3R 5M:

Takeya Mizugaki (Shooting Gym Hakkei) and
Ryota Matsune (Paraestra Matsudo) fought to
a majority draw (30-29, 29-29, 29-29) at full
time limit.

Class A, 66 KG, 3R 5M:

Takeshi Inoue (Shooting Gym Yokohama)
defeated Cole Miller (American Top Team) by
unanimous decision (30-28, 29-28, 29-28) at
full time limit.

For The Vacant Shooto World Featherweight
Championship: Class A, 60 KG, 3R 5M:

Akitoshi Hokazono (Freelance) defeated Kenji

Osawa (Wajyutsu Keisyukai A3) by unanimous
decision (30-27, 30-28, 30-28) at full time limit.
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TV REVIEW: ‘'OWT GOOD ON, MAM?’

: THE AXE MURDERER

WANDERLEI SILVA

OWT GOOD

ON, MAM?

Stuart Millard continues his
monthly review of MMA on UK
TV...or the internet...

Amid the feelings of confusion,
disappointment and schadenfraudic
glee at Frank Mir's enormous gut at
this weekend’'s UFC pay-per-view,
foul-mouthed Dana White made
another one of his trademark
grandstand announcements, and
wheeled out some poor sap to get
battered into dust by Chuck Liddell,
once he’s crushed Babalu beneath his
fists like a tattooed egg.

| have to be honest, the announcement of
Pride’s Wanderlei Silva signing to a three
fight deal was almost as lost on me as it
was on the vast majority of the Vegas
crowd, whose nonplussed reaction to
Dana’s latest coup was as muted as if he’'d
walked to the octagon with a bag of rocks
and tipped them all over the mat one by
one proclaiming “Wow, this one’s grey too!”.
I knew of Silva, of his reputation, his
record, but mostly of his face, which
resembles Frank Trigg wistfully pressing
himself up against a toyshop window on
Christmas Eve. With this in mind, | felt |
should educate myself and get a little taster
of the man due to die in November, at the
mighty hands of Chuck Liddell.

The video section of Wanderlei Silva’s
official website contains the following
proviso, in the most hilarious of broken
English; “We remember that the videos
divulged here are only stretches of fights
distribuidos in Highlights, what does not
wound the copyrights.” In a reference
obscure even for this column, | half
expected to find that Silva was trained
under the watchful eye of Professor
Stanley Unwin. Look it up.

The first fight to find its way to my eyes
was Wanderlei squaring off against Tito’s
Bitch, Gay Metzger, from a 2000 Pride show.
The overexcited ring announcer squawked
their names like a victim in one of those
bizarre Japanese hidden camera shows,
where a sleeping man finds that his bed
has been moved into the middle of a bear
pit, and adorned with fresh steaks, and
he’s wearing a mask shaped like a bear’s
vagina. Maybe that's how he found himself
in the ring in the first place.

As the bell rang, | found myself immediately
distracted by the presence in the
commentary booth of a Japanese lady. We
all have weaknesses, even me. For some,
the allure of dem big bubblebutt ‘ting is what
toots their horn, others get their kicks
dressing up like adult babies, or doing a

right old load of sex on top of women with
massive knockers. For me, if you point a
camera at it and it makes a peace sign,
that's enough. Yes, | love me those Asian
women, and despite what you might hear,
alas | am only human. Inbetween the slabs
of commentary from the two men in the
booth came the sort of squealing,
exacerbated noises you might associate
with Asian porn, if you happened to be a
lonely, lonely geek with a frame of
reference limited to things you saw on the
internet or out of the window of the little
yellow bus.

Neither man was afraid of letting go here,
unlike the myth-destroying cautiousness
of the Arlovski/Sylvia fight. The referee
was wearing a mic for whatever reason,
and his calls echoed around the massive
arena as though the very voice of God
himself was booming down from the
heavens, telling the fighters to be mindful
of low blows. | demand the same treatment
for ‘Big’ John McCarthy and Herb ‘He's

This was awesome, the epitome
of everything | love about MMA,
just two tough motherfuckers
clouting each other about the
face and head.

Motherfucking Herb Dean’ Dean at all UFC
shows from now on. One can only imagine
the pearls of badass wisdom that fly from
Herb’s mouth, but go sadly unheard under
the raucous drone of bodies breaking and
Nick Diaz crying like a little girlie man.

Each of the punches, kicks and knees
landed with satisfying slap sounds, again
proving that perhaps the one department
in which Pride has the UFC indisputably
trumped is sound, particularly as Dana White
never employed a Japanese chick to make
a series of breathless gasping noises
whenever the action heated up. Although
the audible cringing whenever anyone got
punched or kicked at a mixed martial arts
show made me wonder if she was just a
passing tourist that had gotten swept up in
Bob Sapp’s slipstream as he walked by,
and ended up trapped underneath the
commentary table, afraid for her life.
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Silva began bleeding from the corner of
his eye, in the manner of a stigmatic statue
of the Virgin Mary. Backstage, the fighters
were swigging mouthfuls of his used
shower water and extolling the miraculous
healing properties. “This is just like
fucking Lourdes,” said Mark Coleman “I
feel all close to God and shit.” This was a
fun fight, lots of blows connecting, and
eventually they really started trading. With
Metzger against the ropes, Silva got the
better of the exchange, and landed a
sickening amount of heavy punches, and
a few knees, before Metzger slumped to
the mat like a dead dog, defeated, to the
‘ooh!” of Japanese Girl.

The next thing to pass my judgement was
footage of Silva taking on the almighty
Quinton ‘Rampage’ Jackson, in a rematch
from their first meeting, when Wanderlei
played knees up Mother Brown on
Jackson’s skull. This was awesome, the
epitome of everything | love about MMA,
just two tough motherfuckers clouting
each other about the face and head. The
ending was something | thought didn’t ever
happen in real life, I'd never seen it outside
of a movie or TV show before. It's the
ending that every fictional boxing match
seems to have, one guy getting knocked
out and his prone body laying out cold
across the ropes, half in, half out of the
ring. But here it was, a televisual cliché
made true, and the violence made it that
much sweeter than the other times that
happens, like the day | saw a dog running
through the streets with a string of
sausages in its mouth, being chased by a
red-faced butcher, or being stranded in a
foreign country and arrested on your
wedding day, or actually being in a
McDonalds in the late 80’s and seeing a
Rabbi order a fillet of fish for his vife. Just
because something is an urban legend,
doesn’t mean it never happened.

To finish off, after some internet detective
skills rivalling that of an FBI agent
pretending to be a week old baby in a
chatroom to ensnare a nonce, | finally
tracked down a clip | had vague
recollections of seeing before, and my
one past brush with Wanderlei Silva.

There is a long tradition of successful TV
shows being remade overseas. Some —
the Spanish Golden Girls (Cuatro
Payasos Antiguos, which translates as
Four Ancient Clowns ), the British Sex In
The City — transmitted over here under

the title Last Of The Summer Wine — and
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the Mongolian Life Goes On - were wildly
successful, bettering the runs of their originals.
Other shows, such as The Fresh Prince Of
Nepal — with Uncle Phil recast in his original
role - and the Iragi version of Will and Grace,
retitted as Disgusting Faggot and Shrieking
Godless Prostitute will go down in history as
spectacular flops. However, one thing universal
to all cultures, civilisations and races is the
comedy of men falling over, defactating, and
slapping each other in the face. Nobody needs
a translator to understand the entertainment
value of an enormous fat man falling down some
stairs. So, it came as no surprise to learn that
there was a Brazilian version of Jackass, and
that Wanderlei Silva had guest-starred.

The South American versions of Knoxville and
co consist of a man clad in a Scream mask, a
great big fat bloke wearing the head of a
Minotaur, and a skinny guy wearing nothing but
a pair of grey underpants, who | deduce to be
the Brazilian Steve-O. Yeah, gajo!

Skinny guy was the first to face Wanderlei, on
the matted floor of a gym, and got his legs
violently hoofed out from underneath him for
the trouble. Silva then rode Steve-O-Brazil and
set about slapping him all over the body, as the
underpanted man squirmed and screamed from
the bottom. This was basically the single most
homoerotic thing | have ever seen, compounded
by the actual handprint indelibly marked on the
poor bastard’s arsecheek when they’d finished,
a grotesque vision of the Hollywood Walk Of
Fame gone bad. Al Morti, aka Scream-Mask Guy
was next and got more of the same, before
Pants Man found himself tied up in a standing
choke. | only speak a little Portuguese, picked
up from six years of working with Portuguese
immigrants, but my knowledge unsurprisingly
extends to nothing more than swearing and
creative ways to cast aspersions on another
man’s sexuality. Among the crazy foreign talk
between Silva and his victim, one English word
stood out, that word was ‘soft’, and it was
spoken with a fear you rarely see outside of
convicts being strapped into the electric chair.
From the gurgling sounds and panic in the man’s
eyes, | can deduce that ‘soft’ seems to be the
Portuguese word for ‘choke me out until you
smell shit’, which is basically what happened,
and Silva was most amused.

Finally, what we've all been waiting for, Silva
versus the fatty in the bull mask. This wasn't
pretty, the fatty tensing his enormous belly up
as best he could, while Wanderlei threw a hard
right straight into the rippling mass. The result
was shown far too many times in nauseating
slow motion, and | can’t help but think that his
toilet bowl must have been full of blood the
following morning. Without the protection of a
thick layer of Brazilian flab, Scream-Mask Guy
inexplicably had the same thing done to him, to
the same painful, but hilarious end.

To finish off, all three guys at once tried to take
Silva down. My god, the sounds of slapping
here will haunt me forever. The combined area
of hand-marked bodies at the end looked like
the creepy house in the Blair Witch Project.
With a surprisingly peaceful end to the
proceedings, the fat one removed his mask,
revealing a face almost exactly fifty percent
between Notorious BIG and Abdullah The
Butcher, before screaming into the open mouth
of a training dummy and peppering it with some
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Wanderlei Silva Kicks Kazauyuki Fujita In The Head (C) Dream Stage Entertainment Inc.

very erotic kisses. Between this, mancrushes
on Chuck, and my own whorish fantasies about
squealing Japanese women, | can't help but
think that this weeks column has been a tad
oversexualised. | can only vow that in future
columns | will try to keep my glans in check.

So, what have | learnt about Wanderlei Silva?
Well, he slaps hard, that's for sure, and he’s
got a wicked line in knees and strikes, but really,
that won't be enough against Chuck. People
can witter on about Pride all they like, the fact
remains that unless he comes down to the
octagon strapped to a nuclear warhead, come
November, your precious Silva is going down
hard. No outsider is going to come into my UFC
and put a beatdown on the champ. Although, |
used to have utter conviction in my belief that
Andrei Arlovski was an indestructible cyborg,
and look how that turned out. Surely | can only
be wrong once?




