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COUNT BISPING AND SIR SHORT FUSE SET

TO BE CROWNED THE ULTIMATE FIGHTER

By Robin Jahdi

This was a strange night for the fans of

the Ultimate Fighting Championship, as

both co-main events were booed and a

special announcement fell on near-deaf

ears.

‘The Pitbull’ Andrei Arlovski was unable to regain

his title from the man he lost it to, in last

weekend’s co-main event. In this final match of

the Arlovski-Sylvia trilogy, the spoils went to

the Miletich Fighting Systems heavyweight star.

This championship fight was set to be short

and explosive, as both participants were known

for their hard-hitting punches and brief bout

length. Tim Sylvia was coming off a win over

Tra Telligman via surprising high roundhouse

kick, as well as his uppercut knockout of

Arlovski in under three minutes at UFC 59.

That said, the cagey, methodical strategy

displayed by both fighters this time round was

not much of a surprise. Having both received

damaging punches from the other, this was a

contest in which neither fighter wanted to make

a silly mistake and end up on the dark side of

the purse.

Arlovski seemed to have the better strategy in

the opening round, as he closed in on Sylvia,

threw light combinations and stepped back out

of trouble. He mixed that effectively with inside

leg kicks that were definitely accumulating in

damage as they were thrown.

To his credit, Sylvia was not goaded into

reactionary fighting by this. He stayed with his

game plan of stepping forward, throwing a

couple of punches and then back out again.

While his reach advantage may not have been

especially notable, Sylvia certainly used his

height intelligently, leaning away from any

potential Arlovski counterpunches.

The first round was reasonably equal with

perhaps a nod to Arlovski for the damage of the

kicks. Arlovski then pulled away slightly, but

caught some good shots from Sylvia. Rocked,

Arlovski showed that he does, in fact, have a

chin and went for the clinch.

Many minutes passed with both fighters still

cautious. Arlovski seemed to forget about the

leg kicks as Sylvia grew in confidence. This

showed in the last two rounds, as the champion

asserted his dominance with more cleanly

connecting punches.

Frustrated, Arlovski was in survival mode and

rattled to the point of being determined to outbox

the taller, longer American. Being the vaunted

Sambo champion means little if those skills are

never displayed.

For a brief comparison with that other MMA

Sambo figurehead, Fedor Emelianenko, we see

the Pride fighter use his boxing to set up the

takedown. Once Emelianenko has his opponent

on their back, he will usually uti l ise his

Vovchanchyn-inspired and unparalleled ground

and pound to either stop foes (Herring,

Kohsaka), or grind out an easy decision

(Nogueira. Twice).

When pressed, and actually damaged,

Emelianenko will go for a quick submission, as

he did against Randleman (who suplexed Fedor

on his neck) and Fujita (who famously hurt him

with a punch, once, a few years ago).

UFC 61 Promised Much With Two Grudge Matches Headlining An Interesting Card - But Ultimately The Show Failed To Deliver
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UFC 61: ‘Bitter Rivals’

Saturday, July 8

Las Vegas, Nevada

Drew Fickett def. Kurt Pellegrino via Submission

(Rear naked choke) at 1:20 of Round 3

Cheick Kongo def. Gilbert Aldana via TKO

(Doctor stoppage) at 4:13 of Round 1

Jeff Monson def. Anthony Perosh via TKO

(Strikes) at 2:22 of Round 1

Hermes Franca def. Joe Jordan via Submission

(Triangle choke) at 0:47 of Round 3

Joe Stevenson def. Yves Edwards via TKO

(Doctor stoppage) after Round 2

Frank Mir def. Dan Christison via Unanimous

Decision after 3 Rounds

Tito Ortiz def. Ken Shamrock via TKO (Strikes)

at 1:18 of Round 1

Josh Burkman def. Josh Neer via Unanimous

Decision after 3 Rounds

Tim Sylvia def. Andrei Arlovski via Unanimous

Decision after 5 Rounds

Ultimate Fight Night 6 - Thursday,  August

17

Karo Parisyan vs. Diego Sanchez

Seth Petruzelli vs. TBA

UFC 62 - Saturday, August 26

Chuck Liddell vs. Renato ‘Babalu’ Sobral for the

UFC Light-Heavyweight Title

UFC 62 - Saturday, September 23

Matt Hughes vs. Georges St. Pierre for the UFC

Welterweight Title

RESULTS:

Arlovski, meanwhile, seems content to box.

When he’s dominating a smaller wrestler, he

boxes. When he’s fighting brawlers, he boxes.

So far, so beneficial for ‘The Pitbull’. However,

when he gets hurt, he still boxes, and this is

where he came undone at UFC 61.

While detractors would suggest hoping for

Arlovski to go to ground is foolish, this writer

would say that is his best shot at improvement

in the heavyweight division. He has already

shown against Sylvia (in their first fight) and

Aaron Brink that he can submit people quickly

and effectively; perhaps he lacks confidence

in the takedown.

Given his history with Randy Couture (one

would have thought he’d pick up some

takedown strategies from ‘The Natural’),

perhaps Arlovski might benefit from spending

time with Team Quest. Not to demean his own

team, but when Sylvia is working with

strategists like Hughes and Franklin, Arlovski

needs all the help he can get.

While the fans demonstrated very vocally their

dissatisfaction with the lumbering pace of the

final rounds of the match, they also solidly booed

the outcome of the co-main event: Tito Ortiz vs.

Ken Shamrock.

In all fairness, nobody, bar perhaps Shamrock

and the Lion’s Den, thought he could have

beaten Ortiz. While the sentimental favourite of

many, his past record of flash knock-outs at

the hands of Japanese middleweights and

random tumbles to the canvas did not bode well.

And so it was that Ortiz went for the double-

leg takedown early in round one. Shamrock

fought it bravely, but even a desperate clutch

at the fence could not prevent the inevitable

descent to the mat.

From there, a very comfortable Ortiz started

throwing close elbows directly to the head of

the veteran, and referee Herb Dean rushed in

for what many deemed a premature stoppage.

Here, of course, is where the crowd

dissatisfaction entered the scenario.

The stoppage was a controversial one, and

many followers of the sport have said that Herb

Dean rushed in too quickly. The official line of

the pay-per-view commentary team of Mike

Goldberg and Randy Couture was that, as

Shamrock was not intelligently defending

himself, the stoppage was correct.

From the replays, it looks as though it was too

early to discern how intelligently Shamrock

defended himself. Some of those elbows

thrown by Ortiz failed to make clean connection,

there was some head movement to the right,

albeit still caught by strikes.

Whether the referee’s intervention was timely

or otherwise (this writer thinks it was a tad

early), one wonders quite how the detractors

of the finish expected the match to go from

there. Ortiz managed the takedown early,

Shamrock looked out of his depth – it seems

that, had the match not ended there, it would

have happened soon enough.

Back in the heavyweight division that seemed

so exciting a few short months ago, Frank Mir

chalked up his first victory since winning the

world title, in 2004. It wasn’t in the finest style,

but a victory nonetheless.

Warning signs came when Mir entered the

Octagon, and his 263 pounds of weight became

all too clear in the form of his worryingly round

stomach (perhaps the old question of ‘If I kill

you, do I become you?’ unfortunately applied to

his fight with ‘Tank’ Abbott?).

Given the fact that Mir outweighed his six-foot-

eight peers on this card, concern abounded as

to his famed quickness and already maligned

cardio troubles; if a 240-pound Mir has trouble

with Wes Sims, how will a 260-pound Mir

manage against a really quite dangerous

Christison?

Writing the preview for UFC 61, this writer had

actually intended to make more of a mention of

Christison’s skills, which were on display in

this match. Heartening for those fans of the

young submission wizard Frank Mir was his

ability to take the big man down with regular

trips.

If that was the silver lining, there was very

definitely a cumulonimbus of a cloud in the rest

of Mir’s game. In perhaps a testament to

Christison’s ability, Mir was unable to procure

one of the many submissions that had made his

name.

Granted, he was spending most of his time

attempting the ground and pound, but that

strategy was wearing him out all too quickly.

One would have hoped Mir could secure a quick

toehold, but that was not to be. While Mir has

had bad experiences with leg locks in the past

(the Freeman fight), he since submitted the

admittedly mediocre Abbott with such a move.

Perhaps Mir was trying to prove a point, to

himself as much as the audience. After a second

round in which he clearly failed to impress, the

twenty-seven year old benefited from a second

wind and energetically returned to the ground

and pound.

Unable to find a finish in this manner, the pace

slowed once more, and Mir squeaked through

in a match that was both all too close for fans

of Mir and really quite heartening for Christison,

who is definitely one of the better ‘giants’ in the

game.

Elsewhere in the card, Joe Stevenson

impressed in his move to lightweight, with a cut

stoppage over an Yves Edwards whose

esteem and quality is undimmed by some recent

high profile losses. Edwards’ striking was as

sharp as ever, as was his resilience, but

Stevenson looked very comfortable at 155 with

a commanding ground and pound performance

that sent a message to all fighters at that weight.

Josh Burkman was also in fine form, putting the

loss to Jon Fitch behind him, in finding victory

via unanimous decision over fellow Josh, Neer.

The match was fast-paced and tight, with both

fighters displaying good striking and wrestling

skills.

The battle was between Burkman’s striking

success and Neer’s near constant submission

attempts, with the difference being Burkman’s

tenacity impressing more than Neer’s

occasional showboating and shows of defiance

NEXT:

 (dropping his arms regularly).

Both were very close in this writer’s rankings

prior to the fight, with Burkman ahead of Neer

by virtue of their mutual opponent, Drew Fickett.

This match confirmed that they are both good

prospects in the welterweight division, and

very evenly matched in terms of skillset and

toughness.

Finally, Jeff Monson made an impressive bid for

title contender status with a mauling knockout

victory over fellow grappler Anthony Perosh.

While Monson had a lacklustre fight with Marcio

Cruz at UFC 59, he showed that he can dominate

a BJJ expert, as he threw bombs in a tie-up and

finished with chopping ground and pound within

two and a half minutes.
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RANALLO’S RINGSIDE RAMBLINGS
By Mauro Ranallo, ‘The Voice Of Pride’

This year has seen an explosion in the

popularity of Mixed Martial Arts, not

only in North America, but in the UK as

well with the continual growth of the

Cage Rage promotion.  The UFC has

been attracting a plethora of new fans

with its successful ‘Ultimate Fighter’

series on Spike TV and many people

believe that Dana White is responsible

for bringing MMA to the masses via

television. Actually, a promoter in

Canada by the name of Keith Crawford

has been producing combat sports

events for Canada’s Sport Network for

over six years, and his involvement

with MMA has seen that sport become

a ratings success on TSN.

The 46-year-old Crawford played

professional football as a receiver in the

Canadian Football League and is a five time

North American Kickboxing champion.  After

retiring as a competitive fighter, he began

co-organizing Muay Thai boxing events in

and around Calgary, Alberta and became

the first fight promoter to land a national

television contract in the true north strong

and free. I initially met Keith when I was

asked to do the play-by-play of his first ever

televised show in 1999 and from then we

have become not only business associates

but very good friends.  Since August of

2005, he has been the co-promoter for

Mixed Martial Arts events and he sees

MMA’s potential as being unlimited.

“We were industry leaders in the stand-up

combat sports in Canada and I suddenly

noticed that people with half our experience

and no television deal were bypassing us

due to their involvement in what is now

known as Mixed Martial Arts”, Crawford

said.  “I knew that this was the sport of the

future and it was definitely something I

wanted to be a part of”.

When I was hired by PRIDE in 2003 to be

their English pay-per-view announcer, it

opened up many doors in the MMA world

and I knew that Keith was the one man

who could blow the door wide open in the

relatively untapped market of the ‘great

white north’.

“When Mauro told me how incredibly

successful the product was in Japan, I

knew that it was only going to be a matter

of time before it exploded here in North

America. Sponsors were already excited

about the success we had on TV with the

kickboxing shows. If I could somehow bring

this relatively new sport to their attention,

the sky would be the limit,” Crawford said.

“Yes, I knew  their was a stigma attached

to the sport due to some misinformed

people, but thanks to the work done by the

industry leaders PRIDE and the UFC, the

sport went from the backroom to the

boardroom, almost overnight”

The former professional athlete has always

had the entrepreneurial spirit and he knows

the key to success is hard work.

“People often think that due to the success

of the UFC in North America, this business

is a licence to print money” Crawford said.

“However, the overwhelming popularity of

the sport can sometimes hinder the

promotion and production of the sport

because the financial obligation involved

in putting out the best product possible can

be daunting”.

Crawford spends upwards of 14 hours a

day on the phone, matchmaking, courting

sponsorship and dealing with the myriad

fires that need to be put out on a daily basis.

“One thing that has become a double edged

sword in the sport has been the emergence

of the reality show in the States. Now, I

find myself dealing with relatively

inexperienced fighters who think just

because I can give them an opportunity to

be on television, they should be paid

superstar dollars”, Crawford lamented. “I

look at things this way, the contract I have

with TSN is a privilege, not a right and I

only want to work with fighters who

believe the same and are willing to help in

the sport’s overall growth”.

Crawford speaks from experience having

toiled in the CFL for a relative pittance and

endured over 30 surgeries. He feels the

ones who will make it in MMA are those

that do it for the love of the sport and who

truly pride themselves on being the best.

Keith annually co-promotes upwards of 10

shows a year and the costs of putting on

these events may surprise you.

He said:  “We spend hundreds of

thousands of dollars a year in putting on

our shows, and have yet to see a return

on our investment.  What keeps us

motivated to continue is that the sport is

attracting more and more fans and with

that more and more corporate sponsors

and we truly believe that very soon MMA

will rival boxing and wrestling from a

financial return perspective”.

Crawford has been very impressed with

the caliber of athletes who have come up

the ranks in his promotion.

He said:  “The sacrifice, work ethic,

dedication and pain tolerance that it takes

to excel at a high level in this sport is mind

boggling and I’m truly in awe of what these

athletes endure to be successful. Mixed

Martial Artists are without a doubt, the

greatest athletes in the World.”

When it comes to why fans should jump

on the MMA bandwagon, Crawford

enthusiastically points out that the return

on your entertainment dollar cannot be

equaled in any other genre.

“These competitors never give less than

a hundred percent and what separates

them from other athletic pursuits is the

camaraderie and mutual respect they have

for not only their chosen craft, but more

importantly the fans and each other”.

Crawford is now working on a new

venture that should see the sport’s growth

in Canada go through the roof. He is very

excited about the prospects of helping

promoters across the country showcase

their talents under the aegis of the

Championship Fighting Series on TSN.

Keith Crawford knows that he’ll never be

the UFC or PRIDE but he hopes that his

plans for the future will pave the way for

tomorrow’s MMA superstars.  Knowing

Keith the way I do, I would not bet against

him. I
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Keith Crawford - President of the Championship Fighting Series (C) KOTCC
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THE CLASH OF THE CHAMPIONS
By Lee Casebolt

Not terribly long ago, I was a pro

wrestling fan.  I loved the action, I

loved the stunts, I loved the drama.

The one thing I could not stand,

however, was the in-ring ‘big

announcement’.  Vince McMahon

would walk down to the ring, take the

mic, and offer up some

pronouncement that was supposed to

dazzle and amaze the fan.  I’d have to

say his success rate, in my case at

least, hovered somewhere around 1%.

About four years ago, the overall skill level

in MMA reached a point where I didn’t feel

the need to supplement it with pro wrestling

for my entertainment needs.  MMA supplies

more action and more drama without the

need for stunts.  Dana White will tell you it’s

nothing like pro wrestling – MMA is for real.

But White does love his big

announcements.

I have to tell you, he’s got a much better

track record than Vince ever did.  Any time

Dana’s got a mic in his hand, I pay attention.

And not just in anticipation of the outburst

of cursing either.  Announcing Ken and Tito

as TUF 3 coaches?  Great.  The return of

BJ Penn?  Fantastic.  Bringing back Royce

Gracie to face the best pound for pound

fighter in MMA today?  Genius.  July 8th,

though, was his best work yet.  Chuck

Liddell vs. Wanderlei Silva?  The two best

light-heavyweights in the world, face to

face, inside the Octagon?  That was MMA

Christmas.

Why Chuck Liddell Kills ‘The Axe

Murderer’

As I wrote in ‘The Book On Wanderlei Silva’,

he is vulnerable to “someone who can

throw a straight punch, and has the power,

chin, and courage to stand in front of Silva”.

Admittedly, the ability to throw a straight

punch is a relatively new addition to ‘The

Iceman’s arsenal, but he does have it.  No

one’s ever questioned Liddell’s chin or his

courage.  And no one under 205lbs has the

one-punch power Liddell does.

Silva likes to get into slugfests, wild

exchanges where his raw aggression

overwhelms his opponent, takes them out

of their gameplan, off their feet, and soon

out of their senses.  But Liddell hits harder.

He’s a more precise puncher, and an adept

counterpuncher.  The wild style of Silva

takes him down exactly the wrong road for

facing Liddell.  This isn’t a 185lber like Dan

Henderson or Yuki Kondo who will be

overmatched physically.  Every wide swing

is an open invitation for a knockout, and

Silva’s got a lot of wide swings in him.

Unfortunately for Silva, what he won’t have

is access to the stomps and soccer kicks

that have been his favorite finishing tools

over his career.  I really don’t know what

Silva will do without that in his arsenal.  It’s

a huge adaptation for him to have to make,

and I’m not sure he can do it.

A common argument in his favor is that

Silva’s taken on, and taken down, legitimate

heavyweights like Mark Hunt and Kazuyuki

Fujita.  Let’s look at those fights, though.

Hunt was still basically an MMA rookie with

no ground game to speak of.  Any time he

got in trouble on his feet, Silva hit an outside

trip and took it to the mat.  Liddell is one of

the premier takedown-defense artists in

MMA; that plan won’t hold up.    Fujita is a

wrestler who’s trying to be a kickboxer.

Granted, he’s one with a remarkably thick

skull, but he’s not the caliber of wrestler-

turned-MMA-fighter that, say, a Randy

Couture is.  He’s not much of a threat on

his feet, and he’s all too willing to stay there

and get hit.  Liddell’s no defensive wizard,

but he’s much more dangerous offensively,

despite being a smaller man.

What I like most about Liddell, though, both

in this match up and as a fighter overall, is

this – he’s a premier finisher.  Other fighters

will stun an opponent and fail to follow

up, giving them time to recover and come

back.  With Liddell, that doesn’t happen.

As vulnerable as Silva is to getting caught,

he’s always gotten time to regroup.  He

won’t get that time against the Iceman.

Furthermore, Liddell has learned to finish

a man on the ground, without going to the

ground himself or relying on the stomps

and kicks that are banned in UFC

competition.

Why Silva Stops ‘The Iceman’ Cold

First of all, because he can hit Liddell any

time he wants to.  Liddell has a reach

Wanderlei Silva Is Set To Return To The UFC (c) Dream Stage Entertainment Inc.
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advantage and a great chin, but he’s got

stunningly bad strike defence.  Quinton Jackson

outboxed him badly, and Jeremy Horn landed

kicks anytime he wanted to.  Silva’s shots are

wild, but they are powerful.  No matter how

good the chin is, sooner or later it fails.  Liddell’s

done it to others – Horn and Couture, for example

– and it could be his turn here.

Secondly, and more importantly, because he’s

an amazing clinch fighter, and Liddell has

basically no game there.  Left without his

trademark stomps, Silva will resort to his

second-best mode of attack, the Thai clinch

and knees.  Lots of knees.  In rapid combination.

Unlike in Pride, he’ll also have the option to

throw elbows from there.  While he hasn’t used

them in competition in years, I doubt he’s lost

that skill.  Even barring a knockout finish, Silva

could easily stop this fight with a cut.

In either case, remember that Silva is no less a

finisher than Liddell.  Like him, Silva homes in

on weakness, exploits it, makes it fatal.  If either

man is hurt in this fight, it’ll be over.

Another factor that works in Silva’s favor is his

conditioning.  Liddell has had a lot of short fights,

as well as a history of showing up in less than

stellar condition.  Silva has gone the distance

with Yoshida, Arona, and Hunt, and been just

as effective at the end as he was in the

beginning.  Even if he gets the worst of a

standup exchange and is unable to take Liddell

down early, he may find success in later rounds.

Who Really Wins

Dana White does.  He’s put on top selling PPVs

based on the name value of Royce Gracie and

Ken Shamrock, and built more on the shoulders

of ‘The Ultimate Fighter’.  In doing so, he’s taken

some heat from the hardcore fan base about

the quality of some of the UFC roster.

Regardless of how this card does commercially,

he’s regained a great deal of goodwill by bringing

together a dream fight.

And the sport of MMA does.  The best thing that

can happen to MMA is high-profile fights

between premier fighters.  The problem with

the company-first orientation of MMA, where

fights are sold as a UFC card or a Pride card or

a Cage Rage card, is that protecting the name

of the company becomes more important than

putting together the best fights.  Pride doesn’t

want ‘its’ fighters losing to ‘UFC’ fighters, and

vice versa.  As a consequence, we as fans

lose out on opportunities like Fedor Emelianenko

vs. Tim Sylvia or Dan Henderson vs. Rich

Franklin.  We lose the opportunity to see who

really is the best in the World, and not just the

best in his company.  We lose the opportunity

for a true world champion, instead of company

champions.  This fight gives us a true World

champion.

And we do.  The appeal of MMA is in finding out

who’s the better man.  Who’s stronger, faster,

tougher, more skilled, more courageous, more

dedicated.  We can make predictions, based on

what the fighters have done before, but until

they step in the cage, you don’t really know.

When these two get in the cage, we’ll know.

And The Bad News

I saw the announcement, and it was good.  I’ve

written most of the article, and I hope it’s good.

Here’s the bad.

I’m not sure this fight will take place.  The more

I think about it, the less likely it seems.

First, Liddell has to get by Renato Sobral.  I think

he will.  I’m 95% sure he will.  He’s stopped the

man before, and Sobral doesn’t match up

particularly well with Liddell.  But as I said

before, until they get in there, you don’t know.

Second, there’s the small matter of Pride’s Open

Weight Grand Prix.  Even assuming the

schedules don’t clash, having to face at least

one, and possibly two elite heavyweights has

every chance of getting Silva hurt.  A bout with

Nogueira wouldn’t be the most dangerous thing,

win or lose, but Josh Barnett and ‘Cro Cop’ are

a different matter.  Either man is big enough and

strong enough to take Silva out of commission

for quite some time.

And then there’s Pride itself.  Is the company

really going to let its reigning champion face

another champion on foreign turf?  I give them

all the credit in the world if this comes off, but

I’ve noticed in the past that the Pride/UFC ‘talent

exchanges’ have been exclusively one way,

and I’m curious as to why this would be the one

that changes that.

The Real Champion

Truthfully, I’m not a huge fan of either fighter,

having traditionally rooted for their more

grappling-oriented opponents.  That said, I’m

not at all surprised that these two are the men

trying to unify the 205lb World Championship.

Both are fighters in the truest sense.  They love

what they do and are anxious to face the

greatest challenges available to them; holding

titles is secondary.  Both men are champions,

whether they hold a belt or not.

What’s that?  Who’s going to win?  You want an

actual prediction?  Didn’t I say earlier we can’t

really know?

No, you’re absolutely right.  I am a columnist,

and making bold pronouncements about future

events is part of the job.  Short and sweet,

Liddell in three.  If not sooner.

This is an unusual fight in that you have two

guys with contrasting styles who are going to

want the same fight.  Silva is an aggressive,

attacking striker.  He’s going to come after you,

full speed, from the start.  Liddell, by contrast,

is a counterpuncher.  He wants you to come to

him, do something stupid, and leave him an

opening.  This is all good news if you’re looking

forward to fireworks.  It’s bad news if you’re

rooting for Silva to win.

Liddell’s reach means he can land sooner.  His

straighter punches mean he can land sooner.

Silva’s poor defence means he’s going to land.

His sheer power means he doesn’t need to land

that often.  Will Silva make him work for it?

Absolutely.  ‘The Axe Murderer’ will get his in.

But he’s at a distinct disadvantage in a

kickboxing exchange, and few are better than

Liddell at avoiding the ground or the clinch,

where Silva would have an edge.  Sooner or

later, as Joe Rogan likes to say, Chuck Liddell

will put him to sleep.

And to think that after the last Couture fight, I

was worried what Liddell would be able to do

for an encore.

Chuck Liddell Will Have To Defeat Renato ‘Babalu’ Sobral Before Possibly Facing Silva

LIDDELL VS. SILVA  ANALYSIS
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FREEMAN WANTS MANHOEF FIGHT

By Ross McTavish

British fighter Ian Freeman has set his

sights on gaining revenge on Melvin

Manhoef after the Dutchman knocked

out ‘The Machine’ in just 17 seconds

of their World Light-Heavyweight Title

bout at Cage Rage 17 on Saturday July

1.

Freeman had come out of retirement to face

Manhoef and following the loss there was

much speculation that the Sunderland

based fighter would once again bow out of

competitive action.

However, upon the announcement last week

of the card for Cage Rage 18 to take place

at Wembley Arena on September 30, it was

confirmed that Freeman would fight Mark

Epstein for the British Light-Heavyweight

Title.

Now, Freeman wants the contest with

Epstein to be the first step on the path to a

rematch with Manhoef while giving him the

chance to put on the type of performance

his fans deserve and have become

accustomed to.

Freeman told www.cagerage.tv:  “To leave

my career and have a loss at the end of it is

more than I can handle. Known as ‘The

Machine’, I take no prisoners and to leave a

great record with a poor loss, I would not

live up to my name.

“I have just watched my fight against Melvin

and feel so angry at myself. I looked like an

amateur. My hands were down and I got

clocked. What was I thinking?

“After seeing that shitty performance, I

know I can do better. I don’t want to go out

with that as my last fight. The year’s rest is

over, the rust has gone and I’ve had the

cob webs knocked out of me. So now

there’s no excuses.

“If the fans want me, I will come back, win

a fight or two and demand a rematch with

Melvin. If I don’t deserve it, my fans sure as

hell do.

“Cage Rage fully understand my feelings

and have offered me a British title fight

against Mark ‘The Beast’ Epstein on

September 30th. Mark is a true warrior and

I know will want the win just as much as I

do. I will not disappoint anyone, including

myself. Be ready for a war and be ready

for the true Machine to return to the cage”.

CAGE WARRIORS NEWS

Despite the Cage Warriors ‘Quest’

show which was originally scheduled

for July being cancelled, the

promotion hope to make amends in

September when they return to

Sheffield on Saturday 16th with a brand

new event.

This show, which has now been named

‘Cage Warriors: Showdown’, will be run by

the Coventry based Warrior Promotions

team who promote the successful Cage

Warriors ‘Strike Force’ series in Coventry.  

However, the show will still take place at

the Octagon Centre in Sheffield and like

the new Cage Warriors show in

Portsmouth, it will feature an eleven bout

fight card consisting of MMA and Cage

Kickboxing action - hopefully with a CWFC

World Title Bout as the main event.

Cage Warriors hopes this new show will

also emulate the success of the previous

Cage Warriors ‘Quest’ series by giving up-

and-coming talent a chance to showcase

their skills inside the cage.

However this new show will also learn

from its predecessor and feature some

exciting bouts from the more established

stars on the Cage Warriors roster and may

also feature occasional Cage Warriors

World Title bouts as an added bonus for

fans.  

This new show will also see the return of

the full size 32ft CWFC Octagonal cage to

the Octagon Centre, where it made its

debut back in September 2004.   This will

add to the intensity to the event and give

the fighters a chance to experience the

bigger cage in the UK away from its normal

Coventry base.

Cage Warriors hopes this move will renew

interest in the Cage Warriors brand in the

Yorkshire region and help to promote the

growth of both the fighters and the sport

in the area.   If you are interested in fighting

on this and other Cage Warriors shows

please contact Ian Dean at

iandean@cagewarriors.com

Cage Warriors would also like to thank Rob

Butler and the team behind Cage Warriors

‘Quest’ for the work they have done over

the past 2 years for helping to promote

Cage Warriors in Sheffield.  His work has

allowed Cage Warriors to acquire a solid

base in Yorkshire and has also helped to

supply Cage Warriors with a range of

exciting fights and fighters.  As the likes

of Dan Hardy, Jim Wallhead, Christian

Smith, Kayvon Fallah have all made their

mark on his shows and have continued

on to bigger and better things within

the Cage Warriors organisation.

Standard tickets are £25, while VIP tables

are £400 and are available from

www.warriorshop.co.uk or through

www.mmauniverse.com

By Philip Collins

Saturday 15th

Player: 9-10PM: UFC Unleashed

Bravo: 10-11PM: UFC 61 Highlights

Sunday 16th

Sky Sports 1: 2-5AM: Boxing, Shane

Mosley vs. Fernando Vargas

Player: 9-10PM: UFC Unleashed

Monday 17th

Eurosport 1: 8-10.30PM: Fight Club, K-1

World GP Amsterdam

Player: 9-10PM: UFC Unleashed

Bravo: 11-12AM: The Ultimate Fighter 3

Tuesday 18th

Player: 9-10PM: UFC Unleashed

Bravo: 11-12AM: The Ultimate Fighter 3

Eurosport 1: 10.45-11.45PM: Boxing

Classics

UK TV:

Ian Freeman Wants A Rematch With Melvin Manhoef (above)  (c) Cage Rage



TOTAL MMA:  PAGE 07

www.total-mma.com

JAPAN NEWS ROUND-UP

IN FOCUS: JAPAN: BIRDS OF A

FEATHER RISE AGAIN IN SHOOTO
By Jordan Breen

It was December 17th, 2000, when the

straps of the Shooto world featherweight

championship belt first clasped around

the waist of Mamoru Yamaguchi. After

defeating K’z Factory’s Jin Akimoto to

ascend to the throne, then 23-year-old

Mamoru was poised to reign over

Shooto’s new 60 kilogram class. Young

and charismatic, the leopard-printed star

pupil of former Shooto champion Kenji

Kawaguchi also boasted the well-rounded

skills of the ideal shooter. It was the hope

of Shooto that Mamoru would be the star

that was needed for the new

featherweight division to make an impact.

The dream would be short lived, however. Just

eleven months after being coronated as the

division’s king, Mamoru fell in shocking fashion

to Shooto veteran Masahiro Oishi. Whether his

errors were in reckless youth or self-assured

arrogance, Mamoru had the rug pulled from

under him, and the young featherweight division

had officially came to its first twist in the road.

The next two years saw the featherweight

division truly begin to bloom. Young and talented

60 kilogram fighters started to rise, giving the

weight class the energetic foundation it needed.

With the division’s newfound buzz came 2003’s

featherweight survival tournament, in which

four fighters would battle in eliminator-style

fashion, with the winner securing the number

one contendership to Masahiro Oishi’s

championship.

On May 4th, 2003, Shooto’s two foremost 60

kilogram ‘future stars’ stepped into the ring, with

nothing on their minds but the words “O Rei Do

Shooto”. Ryota Matsune, having defeated

Kimhito Nonaka, and Kentaro Imaizumi, having

beaten Shuichiro Katsumura, were not

strangers to one another. Two years prior,

Imaizumi defeated Matsune when both were

but Shooto rookies. Now, both young fighters

had matured into impact players in the

featherweight division as their re-match took

on a greater gravity with a championship

opportunity on the line.

After fifteen minutes, it was the ‘Shooto Junkie’

Ryota Matsune who reigned victorious,

avenging the only loss of his young career. In

just two and a half years as a professional,

Matsune had racked up a 12-1 record, and was

now firmly entrenched as Shooto’s top

featherweight contender. The best and brightest

of Shooto’s young featherweight contingent,

Matsune seemed destined for the

championship.

On August 10th, 2003, Matsune squared off

against the champion Oishi, and used his

characteristic technical and powerful wrestling

to ground the spindly submission specialist.

Over, and over, Matsune tackled Oishi to the

mat, smothering and stifling his offence. While

more efficient than exciting, Matsune dominated

top position over ‘Jackal’, and after the final

bell, took a majority decision win. Ryota Matsune,

at just 21-years-old, had become the third world

featherweight champion of Professional

Shooto. Again, Shooto was blessed with a

young, talented champion who, again, seemed

poised to be the dominating face of the division.

And yet, again, Shooto was in for

disappointment.

Matsune was an ideal Shooto champion, not

because he was a breathtaking or flashy

competitor, but he was passionate and

dedicated. Despite critiques of poor finishing

skills and an overall lack of excitement in the

ring, Matsune’s ’Shooto Junkie’ moniker was no

joke; his outpourings of emotion after his wins

over Imaizumi and Oishi were a clear depiction

of how much the sport mattered to him. Fighting

often, and always wanting to face top

competitors, Matsune’s love for the Shooto

philosophy was thought to be the key ingredient

in his championship reign.

Matsune competed only twice in 2004, first

dispatching Brazilian-born, Australian-based jiu-

jitsu artist Daniel Lima in June, and then

defending his title against his arch nemesis

Imaizumi in November, where he won their

rubber match by a close split decision.

However, the aftermath of the third Imaizumi

vs. Matsune battle would lead to a great

depression for Shooto’s featherweight division.

Matsune had aggravated a knee injury in his

bout with Imaizumi, which would put him on the

shelf for an indeterminate amount of time.

Worse yet, the heartbreaking loss to Matsune

lead many to believe that Imaizumi’s fighting spirit

had disappeared, as he left Shooto for

Pancrase. Many of the faces of Shooto’s

featherweight division had disappeared: former

rookie champion Akira Komatsu had vanished,

veteran Kimhito Nonaka had exited regular

competition, contender Masato Shiozawa

retired to teach, Shuichiro Katsumura and

Masahiro Oishi had left to compete in ZST. The

featherweight field had become barren

seemingly overnight, and lacked fire and

direction without Matsune in competition.

In 2005, the division languished. The title

remained around Matsune’s waist as he sought

to recover from his knee injury, but it seemed

that fans expected Matsune’s ring return later

rather than sooner. While there were bright

points, such as Kenji Osawa being promoted to

Class A and emerging as a crowd favourite, as

well as Masahiro Oishi’s return in which he

submitted Jin Akimoto, the division was still

vapid. Worse yet, young and promising 60

kilogram fighters seemed to be snatched away

from competition, as fighters who were thought

to be top prospects, such as So Tazawa,

Hiroyuki Tanaka and Koetsu Okazaki competed

seldom, if ever.

A turning point for the division came in

September, when Akitoshi Hokazono took on

Marco ‘Louro’ Galvao with the winner of the

bout would be ranked as Shooto’s top

featherweight contender to the title. Hokazono

emerged victorious in a dominating decision

success, and the potential match-up with

Matsune offered a sustainable promise of

excitement. But the most pivotal moment came

on December 15th, when Ryota Matsune, now

thirteen months removed from his last fight,

returned his Shooto world featherweight

championship title back to the International

Shooto Commission. Matsune stated that he felt

he was still at least six months away from a full

recovery, and that he would not be able to make

his mandatory title defence in the necessary

timeframe.

On Feburary 17th, 2006, when Kenji Osawa

and Naoya Uematsu stepped in the ring, it was

known to both men that the winner would face

Akitoshi Hokazono for the vacant title. While

Uematsu, a former world ranked fighter at 65

kilograms, was the clear favorite over Osawa,

Osawa showed a grit hidden beneath his

modelesque looks as he flurried on Uematsu

with hard punch combinations late in the fight,

knocking Uematsu to the canvas just before

the final bell. In a shocking upset, Kenji Osawa,

who had just been promoted to Class A Shooto

nine months earlier, was now a fight away from

becoming the fourth featherweight champion

of Professional Shooto.

Now, with an Osawa vs. Hokazono re-match

set for July 21st, the featherweight division had

direction and purpose. However, there was

even more cause for celebration, as good

fortune began to shine in from all angles. 2005

featherweight rookie champion Takeya Mizugaki

emerged as a future impact player in the weight

class as he stormed through his first six

opponents with his hard punching and rugged

ground and pound. It was then announced that

Ryota Matsune would finally return to the ring

on July 21st to take on the hotshot rookie, on

the undercard of the event which would crown

the new featherweight king.

Young prospects seemingly all flooded back

into the Shooto ring. Koetsu Okazaki and

Hiroyuki Tanaka squared off on June 3rd in

Osaka; while Okazaki was the victor, the

strength of both men’s performances saw the

International Shooto Commission promote both

men to Class A Shooto. Tanaka was then

contracted to fight on July 21st as well, where

he will meet So Tazawa, who has recently freed

himself of occupational restrictions in order to

fully train and compete in Shooto.

Twelve months ago, Shooto’s featherweight

division seemed dead. Its ace was more of a

relic than a champion, its depth had departed,

and its youth had disappeared. Now, the division

has been rejuvenated seemingly overnight, with

an explosion in Class A depth, and a strong

contingent of Class B talent pushing forward to

earn Class A status. Come July 21st, Shooto’s

featherweight division will have a real

champion, real contenders, and exciting match

ups on the horizon. And when head Shooto

referee Toshiharu Suzuki fastens the Shooto

world featherweight championship around the

waist of Akitoshi Hokazono, or Kenji Osawa,

hopefully the fourth champ is the charm.
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LIVE ROADS: JAPANESE NEWS
By Jordan Breen

http://completevaletudoaccess.blogspot.com

As promised, Dream Stage

Entertainment's president Nobuyuki

Sakakibara delivered the semi-final

match-ups for the PRIDE Open Weight

Grand Prix.

At the conclusion of the July 1st Open Weight

Grand Prix card, Sakakibara announced that

he would again poll the PRIDE fans via their

Japanese website to find out what matches

they felt were best for the September 10th

Saitama Super Arena show. He said that he

hoped to announce the match-ups within two

weeks. Now, Sakakibara has revealed that in

the semi-finals, Wanderlei Silva will take on

Mirko ‘Cro Cop’ Filipovic, and Antonio Rodrigo

Nogeira will face Josh Barnett.

While Sakakibara stated that he felt fans

wanted new contests, and ‘CroCop’ and Silva

are former opponents, of any possible re-

matches possible, it was the most compelling.

The two originally met just over four years ago,

under modified rules, which saw both men fight

to a draw at the full time limit after five, three

minute rounds. Now, both men will be given the

opportunity to settle the score under full PRIDE

rules, with the winner punching his ticket to the

finals of the 2006 Open Weight Grand Prix.

A bout between Antonio Rodrigo Nogueira and

Josh Barnett has been hotly anticipated for over

four years now, dating back to when they held

the PRIDE Heavyweight Championship and UFC

Heavyweight Championship respectively. It was

in August of 2002, when Barnett entered the

ring with Nogueira, who had just defeated Bob

Sapp, and told him, in typical Kenshiro fashion,

that he was "already dead". Since that time,

rumors of a Barnett vs. Nogueira match have

swirled almost constantly, most recently in

February at PRIDE 31. Now, what was once

seemingly a dream match will become a reality

on September 10th.

Dream Stage Entertainment have

announced an early working roster of

fighters for Bushido 12 card.

As the August 26th Bushido from Nagoya

Rainbow Hall will feature the quarter-finals of

the 2006 PRIDE Welterweight Grand Prix, Dream

Stage Entertainment confirmed the eight

participants that advanced in the Grand Prix on

June 4th. They did not offer any insight into

whether or not Ryo Chonan would be replaced

in the second round. It was confirmed after his

bout with Joey Villasenor that a stomp in the

dying seconds of the bout had broken Chonan's

orbital bone. Rumors swirled that Dream Stage

Entertainment talked to both Villasenor, and Phil

Baroni, about possibly replacing Chonan.

However, DSE placed Chonan's name on the

roster of fighters to compete on August 26th,

so until further word, Chonan appears set to

compete despite any injury.

Also, DSE announced that Bushido aces

Takanori Gomi and Ikuhisa Minowa would

both be in action. While Minowa stated some

weeks ago that he was eager to take part in

the August card, it was not known whether or

not Gomi would compete, or opt to take more

time off from the ring following his loss to Marcus

Aurelio in April. Gomi is now scheduled to fight

on the card, which may see a contendership

match to determine the challenger to his

championship at Bushido 13 on November 5th.

The International Shooto Commission

have published their July 2006 rankings.

Due to the fact that no significant Shooto-

sanctioned events have happened since the

last rankings, there are few key alterations to

the June rankings. The only changes to speak

of are the additions of recently promoted Class

A fighters Koetsu Okazaki and Hiroyuki Tanaka

to ninth and tenth in the Pacific Rim rankings,

respectively.

Shooto World Rankings, July 2006

Bantamweight Division (-56 KG)

C (C) Mamoru Yamaguchi (Japan/Shooting Gym

Yokohama)

1 (1) Junji Ikoma (Japan/Chokushin Kai)

2 (2) Shinichi Kojima (Japan/Abe Ani Combat

Club)

3 (3) Yasuhiro Urushitani (Japan/Wajyutsu

Keisyukai RJW)

4 (4) Masatoshi Abe (Japan/ Abe Ani Combat

Club)

5 (5) Homare Kuboyama (Japan/K'z Factory)

6 (6) Yusei Shimokawa (Japan/K'z Factory)

7 (7) Setsu Iguchi (Japan/Team BADASS13)

8 (8) Takeyasu Hirono (Japan/Wajyutsu

Keisyukai GODS)

9 (9) Robson Moura (Brazil/Nova Uniao)

10 (10) Daiji Takahashi (Japan/Akimoto Dojo

JUNGLE JUNCTION)

Featherweight Division (-60 KG)

C (C) Vacant

1 (1) Akitoshi Hokazono (Japan/Freelance)

2 (2) Kenji Osawa (Japan/Wajyutsu Keisyukai

A3)

3 (3) Marcos Galvao (Brazil/Nova Uniao)

4 (4) Daniel Lima (Australia/Five Rings Dojo)

5 (5) Ryota Matsune (Japan/Paraestra Matsudo)

6 (6) Masahiro Oishi (Japan/K'z Factory)

7 (7) Naoya Uematsu (Japan/Crosspoint Gym)

8 (8) Miguel Torres (USA/Torres Martial Arts)

9 (9) Jose Aldo (Brazil/Nova Uniao)

10 (10) Takeya Mizugaki (Japan/Shooting Gym

Hakkei)

Lightweight Division (-65 KG)

C (C) Takeshi Inoue (Japan/Shooting Gym

Yokohama)

1 (1) Alexandre Franca Nogueira (Brazil/Shooto

Brazil Dojo)

2 (2) Antonio Carvalho (Canada/Shah Franco)

3 (3) Hiroyuki Takaya (Japan/Team HARDCORE)

4 (4) Joao Roque (Brazil/Nova Uniao)

5 (5) Rumina Sato (Japan/roots)

6 (6) Katsuya Toida (Japan/Wajyutsu Keisyukai

Toikatsu Dojo)

7 (7) Tenkei Fujimiya (Japan/Shooting Gym

Yokohama)

8 (8) Makoto Ishikawa (Japan/PUREBRED

Omiya)

9 (9) Jeff Curran (USA/Curran Martial Arts)

10 (10) Hatsu Hioki (Japan/ALIVE)

Welterweight Division (-70 KG)

C (C) Tatsuya Kawajiri (Japan/T-BLOOD)

1 (1) Mitsuhiro Ishida (Japan/T-BLOOD)

2 (2) Joachim Hansen (Norway/Team Frontline)

3 (3) Vitor Ribeiro (Brazil/Nova Uniao)

4 (4) Koutetsu Boku (Japan/Killer Bee)

5 (5) Gilbert Melendez (USA/Cesar Gracie

Academy)

6 (6) Takashi Nakakura (Japan/Shooting Gym

Osaka)

7 (7) Ray Cooper (USA/Jesus Is Lord)

8 (8) Mizuto Hirota (Japan/GUTSMAN Shooto

Dojo)

9 (9) Gesias Calvancanti (USA/ATT)

Antonio Rodrigo ‘Minotauro’ Nogueira Will Fight Josh Barnett On September 10
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10 (10) Jani Lax (Sweden/Team Scandinavia)

Middleweight (-76 KG)

C (C) Shinya Aoki (Japan/Paraestra Tokyo)

1 (1) Jake Shields (USA/Cesar Gracie

Academy)

2 (2) Ronald Jhun (USA/808 Fight Factory)

3 (3) Akira Kikuchi (Japan/Killer Bee)

4 (4) David Baron (France/French Konnection)

5 (5) Sauli Heilimo (Finland/Team Frontline)

6 (6) Hayato Sakurai (Japan/Mach Dojo)

7 (7) Kuniyoshi Hironaka (Japan/Academia AZ)

8 (8) Shigetoshi Iwase (Japan/T-BLOOD)

9 (9) Luis Ramos (Brazil/Gracie Barra Combat

Team)

10 (10) Keita Nakamura (Japan/Wajyutsu

Keisyukai Tokyo Headquarters)

Light Heavyweight Division (-83 KG)

C (C) Shikou Yamashita (Japan/Paraestra

Sapporo)

1 (1) Scott Henze (USA/Freelance)

2 (2) Dustin Denes (USA/American Top Team)

3 (3) Brent Weedman (USA/Team Jorge Gurgel)

4 (4) David Bielkheden (Sweden/Team

Scandinavia)

5 (5) John Renken (USA/Team Havoc)

6 (6) Siyar Bahadurzada (Netherlands/Tatsujin

Dojo)

7 (7) Petras Morkevicius (Lithuania/Audra Gym)

8 (8) Kalib Starnes (Canada/Revolution Fight

Team)

9 (9) Ryuta Sakurai (Japan/R-BLOOD)

10 (10) Ivan Jorge (Brazil/Manimal Family)

Shooto Pacific Rim Rankings, July 2006

Featherweight Division (-60 KG)

C (C) Vacant

1 (1) Akitoshi Hokazono (Japan/Freelance)

2 (2) Kenji Osawa (Japan/Wajyutsu Keisyukai

A3)

3 (3) Daniel Lima (Australia/Five Rings Dojo)

4 (4) Ryota Matsune (Japan/Paraestra Matsudo)

5 (5) Masahiro Oishi (Japan/K'z Factory)

6 (6) Naoya Uematsu (Japan/Crosspoint Gym)

7 (7) Takeya Mizugaki (Japan/Shooting Gym

Hakkei)

8 (8) Jin Akimoto (Japan/Akimoto Dojo JUNGLE

JUNCTION)

9 (-) Koetsu Okazaki (Japan/Cobra Kai MMA

Dojo)

10 (-) Hiroyuki Tanaka (Japan/Chokushin Kai)

Lightweight Division (-65 KG)

C (C) Vacant

1 (1) Hiroyuki Takaya (Japan/Team HARDCORE)

2 (2) Rumina Sato (Japan/roots)

3 (3) Tenkei Fujimiya (Japan/Shooting Gym

Yokohama)

4 (4) Katsuya Toida (Japan/Wajyutsu Keisyukai

Toikatsu Dojo)

5 (5) Hatsu Hioki (Japan/ALIVE)

6 (6) Hiroyuki Abe (Japan/Abe Ani Combat Club)

7 (7) Makoto Ishikawa (Japan/PUREBRED

Omiya)

8 (8) Bao Quach (USA/Team Oyama)

9 (9) Akitoshi Tamura

10 (10) Stephen Palling (USA/Jesus Is Lord)

Welterweight Division (-70 KG)

C (C) Mitsuhiro Ishida (Japan/T-BLOOD)

1 (1) Takashi Nakakura (Japan/Shooting Gym)

2 (2) Ray Cooper (USA/Jesus Is Lord)

3 (3) Mizuto Hirota (Japan/GUTSMAN Shooto

Dojo)

4 (4) Gilbert Melendez (USA/Cesar Gracie

Academy)

5 (5) Koutetsu Boku (Japan/Killer Bee)

6 (6) Ryan Bow (USA/Kaminari Dojo)

7 (7) Daisuke Sugie (Japan/ALIVE)

8 (8) Kenichiro Togashi (Japan/Paraestra

Hiroshima)

9 (9) Ganjo Tentsuku (Japan/PUREBRED Omiya)

10 (10) Jin Kazeta (Japan/Philoctetes Niigata)

Middleweight (-76 KG)

C (C) Vacant

1 (1) Jake Shields (USA/Cesar Gracie

Academy)

2 (2) Ronald Jhun (USA/808 Fight Factory)

3 (3) Akira Kikuchi (Japan/Killer Bee)

4 (4) Hayato Sakurai (Japan/Mach Dojo)

5 (5) Kuniyoshi Hironaka (Japan/Academia AZ)

6 (6) Shigetoshi Iwase (Japan/T-BLOOD)

7 (7) Keita Nakamura (Japan/Wajyutsu

Keisyukai Tokyo Headquarters)

8 (8) Mark Moreno (USA/Bulls Pen)

Japanese Olympic Committee Chairman

Tomoaki Fukuda has announced that

Dream Stage Entertainment is presently

negotiating with 2004 Olympic Greco-

Roman wrestling gold medallist Khasan

Baroev.

According to Fukuda, Baroev's possible

participation at PRIDE's Otoko Matsuri is to gain

attention to the canididacy of Tokyo for the next

Summer Olympic Games. Baroev rose to

prominence in the wrestling world when he

defeated 2000 Olympic Greco-Roman wrestling

gold medallist Rulon Gardner in the finals of the

2003 Greco-Roman Wrestling World

Championships. Now, like his former opponent,

Baroev may take to the PRIDE ring on New

Year's Eve to face a Japanese fighter.

Meanwhile, Croatia's up-and-coming

fighting talent seems poised to make a

splash on the big stage.

31-year-old Damir Mirenic of Nokaut-Alliance

Team has reportedly inked a deal with Dream

Stage Entertainment which may see him a

compete on August 26th at PRIDE's Bushido 12

card. With a 5-1 professional MMA record,

Mirenic boasts amateur boxing laurels spanning

over a decade in his native Croatia, and as

well, won the first Croatian submission

wrestling tournament in 2005 in the 92 kilogram

weight class. In PRIDE, Mirenic will reportedly

compete in the 83 kilogram class.

Dream Stage Entertainment has not yet made

any formal announcements regarding the line-

up of the Bushido 12 card.

Finally, Leading Shooto promoter Sustain

have nearly completed their July 21st

Korakuen Hall Card.

Shooto World Lightweight Champion ‘Lion’

Takeshi Inoue will take on 22-year-old American

up-and-comer Cole Miller.  A veteran of the ‘Full

Throttle’ events in Atlanta, Georgia, Miller boasts

an 8-1 professional record, which mirrors his

8-1 amateur record. Miller turned professional

just over thirteen months ago, and will hope to

shine in what will be his fifth fight this year.

DEEP Executive Office Presents Club DEEP

In Tokyo

July 8th, 2006

Shinjuku FACE, Tokyo, Japan

Takao Nakajima defeated Takashi Nomiya

Satoru Koie and Masato Kirita fought to a

unanimous draw

Takahisa Shinohara and Hoshito Katsuki fought

to a unanimous draw

Shingo Matsuda defeated Kosuke Takahashi

Sofuku Ra defeated Yujiro Harashima

Kazutaka Omigawa defeated Hitoshi Tairano

Jun Ando defeated Kayume Chodou

Motomare Takahashi  and Seiji Kozuka fought

to a unanimous draw

LUIZ and Katsunori Kikuno fought to a unanimous

draw

Hiroshi Nakano defeated Hitoshiru Kimura

Tomoyuki Iwamiya defeated Tomoki Shikanuka

Masaru Sato and Yoshinori Oniki fought to a

draw with Hidetada Irie and RYOTA

Tomohiko Hori defeated Shinji Ejiri

Yuuta Watanabe defeated Junpei Hamada

Tsunesuke Umeda defeated Han Soo Jun

Masakazu Imanari and Takefumi Hanai fought

to a draw with Hidehiko Hasegawa and Chikara

Sato

The NOB-ROCK defeated Ryuhei Sato

Hidenobu Koike defeated Sen Nakadai

Hiroki Nagaoka and Hirotaka Inoue fought to a

unanimous draw

Fabricio Monteiro defeated Hiroyuki Abe

Takahiro Oba defeated Ryuji Obori

Team KINGS Presents MOVE ON! KINGS!!

Vol. 0

July 8th, 2006

Differ Ariake, Tokyo, Japan

Yusaku Tsukkumo defeated Aesop

Masanori Suda and Kozo Urita fought to a draw

Yukiya Naito defeated Yasuhiro Katsura

White Tiger and Kota Ibushi fought to a draw

Koji Yoshida defeated Makoto Kato

RESULTS:
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By Christian Fagan

Ahead of his fight on August 18 with

Brian Cobb in Hollywood, California

and his UK seminar tour at the end of

that month, Total MMA caught up with

Chris ‘Bloodshot’ Brennan for a one-

on-one.

You’ve been on the MMA scene for a

while now - when and why did you

start training? 

I started training in 1994 after seeing

Royce fight in the first UFC and I thought it

was right up my alley.  It was very exciting

to me and it was a way to make some

money doing something I enjoyed instead

of a 9-5 day job.

What do you consider some of your

greatest accomplishments in the

sport thus far?

Well first off would be fighting in the UFC,

Pride, Shooto, and winning three World

Titles in King of the Cage.  Second would

be that I have traveled the World and made

a nice enough living for my wife Jennifer

to not have to work and my three boys;

Adam, Lucas, and Tyler to have a very

nice home and neighborhood to grow up

in.

I know you recently started your own

clothing company. Give us some

information on that and how it’s

going for you. 

It is going awesome.  Better then I had

originally expected.  There are a few

inferior companies out there that must feel

threatened so it is actually flattering to us. 

We are now putting our gear on some of

the top MMA stars and branching out of

only MMA and in to Action Sports all

together.

Your last fight was a loss to Top 5

ranked Vitor ‘Shaolin’ Ribeiro. What

do you feel went wrong in that fight

and what do you think about him as

an opponent? 

I can’t take anything away from him.  He is

a great fighter but to be honest I had no

confidence going in to that fight and now

that I have fought him I would feel 100%

more confident that I could beat him if we

ever cross each others paths again.

Some controversy arose recently

between you and UFC brass Joe Silva

and Dana White. Give us an account

of the events. 

Joe Silva and I were fine actually.  Dana

blew something, that I was trying to calm

on the internet, way out of proportion. 

Someone was making a bigger deal about

something I said then really needed to be

and I was correcting him when Dana blew

a fuse.  In the end it made me more fans

and a bigger draw because everyone

knows I will put asses in the seats.

You fought Takanori Gomi in

September of 2002. Given his recent

successes,  how do you feel he has

grown since that fight? Were you

surprised by his loss to Marcus

Aurelio at Bushido 10? 

I wasn’t surprised but sort of bummed.  He

was on a tear and it was a great fight.  He

is defiantly beatable but you have to fight

him smart.  I fought the right fight with him

but just didn’t put him away when I had a

few great opportunities.  Marcus did.  Gomi

is a great fighter but struggles with great

BJJ guys on the ground.

What are your thoughts on the recent

success of MMA in the state of

California? 

I think it is great because now my phone is

ringing all the time.  Hopefully the people

that were outlawing it before will get a

glimpse of what they could have had all

along.

You mentioned in recent interviews

about fighting again for the Pride

organization. Do you have any time

frame for when you’ll be fighting

overseas and/or any opponents you

may be facing? 

No idea...That is the wonderful thing about

fighting for Pride.

What other plans do you have in the

coming year? 

I will fight at least three times this year

and I am also moving to Dallas, Texas in

about two months.  I am very excited

about that. I will open yet another Next

Generation Fighting Academy as well, in

addition to the Dublin, Liverpool, BC

Canada, and California schools.  It will be

near my home and I can’t wait.

Is there anyone you would like to take

the time to thank for helping you in

MMA?

I would like to thank:

 

Bloodshot Inc

Xyience

Deluge Water

Nogi USA

Elite Transportation

Fairtex Gear

GLC 2000

Light Force Greens

Al & Eds Autosound in Orange

 

And my family for all their support.
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THE WESTSIDE STRANGLER

Chris Brennan - Who Will Be Visiting The United Kingdom In August & September

Name:  Chris Brennan

Born:  12/10/1971, Mission Viejo, CA

Record:  18 Wins, 10 Defeats, 1 Draw

Height:  5’8’’  Weight:  155lbs  Style:  BJJ

PROFILE:


